
10 Russell County News                                                RECORD                                Thursday, April 17, 2025

Donald Wayne Mun-
sell, 86, of Natoma,
Kansas, passed away on
April 3, 2025, at Redbud
Village in Plainville,
Kansas. He was born on
February 13, 1939, to
Chesley Charles and Mary
Ellen (Brown) Munsell in
Russell, Kansas. He mar-
ried Judith Marie
(Thompson) on August 1,
1969, in Winfield,
Kansas.
Donald grew up in

Natoma and graduated
from Natoma High School
in 1956. He worked in
various roles throughout
his life, starting with his
uncle’s well service at
Brown Brothers. He also
ran a delivery route for
Bankers Dispatch in Wi-
chita and worked as a
pumper on the river for

Clinton Oil. Additionally,
Donald served as a crane
operator for both Kyle in
Phillipsburg and Rooks
County.
In his free time, Don-

ald enjoyed woodwork-
ing, golfing, and word
searches, and he was al-
ways busy creating or tin-
kering with something.
His family and friends
will remember him for his
hard work, kindness, and
the joy he took in the sim-
ple pleasures of life.
Donald is survived by

his wife of 55 years, Ju-
dith Munsell, of Natoma;
children, Alan (Jeanne)
Munsell of Plainville,
Scott (Sherri) Munsell of
Bushland, Texas, Mike
(Connie) Stithem of
Stockton, Shelly (Dale)
Wilkerson of Zurich,
Missy (Jon) Patocka of
Kansas City, MO, and

David (Keiko) Munsell of
Haysville, KS; 15 grand-
children and 29 great-
grandchildren. 
He was preceded in

death by his parents,
Chesley and Mary Ellen
Munsell and daughter,
Donna Mills. 
A graveside service

will be held on Saturday,
April 26, 2025 at 2:00
PM, at Natoma Cemetery. 
Memorials are sug-

gested to Plumer-Over-
lease Funeral Home (to
help with funeral ex-
penses) and may be sent
to the funeral home at 320
SW 2nd, Plainville, KS
67663. 
Online condolences

may be sent to
www.plumeroverlease.co
m 
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Kyle Whitman (27),
born on July 25, 1997,
passed away unexpectedly
in his home in Paradise,
Kansas, on April 10,
2025. A beloved son,
brother, and friend, Kyle
grew up with a deep love
for life and an unwavering
devotion to his family and
friends.

Kyle will be remem-
bered for his quick wit,

his gentle heart, and his
ability to find beauty in
everyday moments. He
loved firearm sports,
watching anime, and fish-
ing trips to Custer State
Park. Whether he was ex-
ploring the outdoors or
simply sharing a laugh
over coffee, Kyle
uniquely made people feel
seen, heard, and valued.
His empathy ran deep,
and his spirit was one of
quiet strength and gen-
erosity. He left behind a
legacy of warmth, laugh-
ter, and kindness that
touched the lives of all
who knew him. 
Kyle is preceded in

death by his grandmother
Brenda Urban, his grand-
parents Spud and Beth
Whitman.
Kyle is survived by his

mother and father, Kristi
& Fred Whitman, his sis-
ter Holly Rhodes, his
niece Ember Rhodes, his
Grandfather Ed Urban, as

well as a host of aunts,
uncles, cousins, and a
community of friends who
will carry his memory
with them always. 
His absence leaves a

space that cannot be
filled, but his memory
will continue to inspire
those who were fortunate
enough to know him.
A Memorial Service

will be held at 10:30
A.M., Wednesday, April
16, 2025 at Pohlman-
Varner-Peeler Mortuary in
Russell, Kansas.  Crema-
tion has taken place and
no visitation will be held.
A Memorial has been es-
tablished as the Kyle
Whitman Memorial Fund.
Contributions and condo-
lences may be sent to
Pohlman-Varner-Peeler
Mortuary, who is in
charge of these arrange-
ments.

(Published in the April
17, 2025 issue of the Russell
County News)
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Barry Alan Carter, 70,
of Russell, Kansas, died
on Monday, April 07,
2025, at the Hays Medical
Center in Hays, Kansas.
Barry was born on Feb-

ruary 11, 1955, in Topeka,
Kansas, the son of Ernest
L. and Twila Mae (Von-
feldt) Carter.  He moved
to Russell in 1960, at age
5, when his father
changed jobs.  He grew up
in Russell and graduated

from Russell High School
in the class of 1973.  After
high school, he graduated
with an associates degree
from Barton Community
College and his bache-
lor’s in business degree
from Ft. Hays State Uni-
versity. He was owner and
operator of Docks Boat
and RV for over 40 years.
He is a member of St.
Mary Queen of Angels
Catholic Church in Rus-
sell.  He was a 4th degree
Knights of Columbus
member and a member of
the Shriners and Elks of
Russell.  He enjoyed boat-
ing, hunting, fishing and
being an honorary uncle
to Russell kids.  Most of
all he enjoyed spending
time with his family, espe-
cially his brothers, sisters,
nieces and nephews.
Surviving family in-

clude his brothers Jim
Carter (Janie) and Mark
Carter (DeAnna) all of
Russell, Kansas; sisters
Debbie Beck (Don) and
Tamera Carter and aunt

Shirley Bellinder all of
Topeka, Kansas and nu-
merous nieces and
nephews.  He was pre-
ceded in death by his par-
ents and nephew Joey
Carter.
A celebration of the fu-

neral mass for Barry was
held Tuesday, April 15,
2025, at the St. Mary
Queen of Angels Catholic
Church in Russell,
Kansas.  Burial followed
at the St. Mary Catholic
Cemetery in Russell.  Vis-
itation was held Monday,
April 14, 2025, at the
mortuary.  The rosary and
vigil were held Monday
evening, April 14, 2025,
at the church.  Memorials
may be given to the Joey
Carter Memorial Fund
and sent in care of the
mortuary.  Pohlman-
Varner-Peeler Mortuary of
Russell, Kansas, is in
charge of the funeral serv-
ice arrangements.
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buns. Mai Excavations of
Russell donated the
bratwurst and buns.
Prize drawings were

conducted for each of four
gift baskets. One of those
baskets was sponsored by
Mandy Funk of The Closet
Boutique of Russell. Two
of the baskets were spon-
sored by Kelsey Weigel of
the Heritage Insurance

Group of Russell. The
fourth basket was spon-
sored by Community for
Classrooms.
Summing up the tour-

nament, Tomlinson said,
“It was a wonderful and
gracious showing of how
the community shows its
support for the teachers,
students, and classrooms
of USD 407.”

Tomlinson noted that
Community For Class-
room’s next fundraiser will
be the organization’s an-
nual golf tournament on
Aug. 9 at Yucca Dunes,
which is located 5 miles
south of Russell. The golf
tournament will be pre-
sented by Freedom Claims
Management, Inc., of Rus-
sell.

•Bowling                      Continued from Page 1

Ashley Mai of Russell, at left, and Lisa Hunter of Russell are pictured participating
in the Community for Classrooms’ bowling tournament on Saturday, April 12, at
Playdium Bowl in Russell. The two participants formed a team which wore cos-
tumes inspired by the comic-book superheroine, Wonder Woman.

When you’re fishing for
bargains.... check the 
Russell County News 

classifieds!
785-483-2116


