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Russell County News is not

responsible for any failure by its ad-
vertisers to supply goods, services or
other items to fulfill their obligations
to their customers. Business arrange-
ments, terms of sale, or other con-
tracts made between advertisers in its
products and their customers are
solely the responsibility of the adver-
tiser and customer, and in no way re-
flect any responsibility or obligation
on the part of Russell County News,
483-2116.

1-888-825-1199 // www.horizonfarmranch.com 
 

-  
-

 
-  

-  
-  

 
- -  

- -  

  

 

 

 
 
 

171.94 AC± | 2 TRACTS 
BARTON & RUSSELL CO, KS

4/30/25 AT 10 AM
AUCTION HELD AT:

HOISINGTON ACTIVITY CENTER 
1200 SUSANK RD

HOISINGTON, KS 67544 
IN COOPERATION WITH WHITETAIL PROPERTIES REAL ESTATE, LLC

ADAM HANN, AGENT: 785.259.2469
MITCH KEELEY, AGENT: 785.259.0492
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HELP WANTED

(620) 935-4310
Milberger

3099 182nd St., 
Russell, KS 67665

New Case-IH Farmall 40C
With loader, cab,

air, MFD,
two remotes, 

hydrostat.
Payments as low as

$48432
Contact us for details

per
month

Radke Implement is seeking 
applicants for a Parts Person.

Apply in person. 

Kansas Press 
Association

Kansas Press Association
STATEWIDE CLASSIFIEDS

230 member newspapers throughout 
the Kansas, including 29 dailies 

and approximately 215 non-dailies.

Place your 25-word classified in the Kansas Press
Association and 135 more newspapers for only
$300/ week. Find employees, sell your home or
your car. Call the Kansas Press Association @ 785-
271-5304 today! 

Misc.
Attention: VIAGRA and CIALIS USERS! A cheaper
alternative to high drugstore prices! 50 Pill Special
- Only $99! 100% guaranteed. CALL NOW: 1-833-
641-6607

Misc. 
We Buy Vintage Guitar's! Looking for 1920-1980
Gibson, Martin, Fender, Gretsch, Epiphone, Guild,
Mosrite, Rickenbacker, Prairie State, D'Angelico,
Stromberg. And Gibson Mandolins / Banjos. These
brands only! Call for a quote: 1-833-641-6990

Misc. 
CASH PAID FOR HIGH-END MEN'S SPORT
WATCHES. Rolex, Breitling, Omega, Patek
Philippe, Heuer, Daytona, GMT, Submariner and
Speedmaster. These brands only! Call for a quote:
1-833-641-4573.

Misc.
GOT AN UNWANTED CAR??? DONATE IT TO PA-
TRIOTIC HEARTS. Fast free pick up. All 50 States.
Patriotic Hearts’ programs help veterans find work
or start their own business. Call 24/7: 1-833-485-
0154.

Misc.
BATH & SHOWER UPDATES in as little as ONE
DAY! Affordable prices - No payments for 18
months!  Lifetime warranty & professional installs.
Senior & Military Discounts available.  Call: 1-866-
481-0747

Misc.
STOP OVERPAYING FOR HEALTH INSURANCE!
A recent study shows that a majority of people
struggle to pay for health coverage.  Let us show
you how much you can save.  Call Now for a no-
obligation quote: 1-888-519-3376 You will need to
have your zip code to connect to the right provider.

Misc
INJURED IN AN ACCIDENT?  Don't Accept the in-
surance company's first offer. Many injured parties
are entitled to cash settlements in the $10,000's.
Get a free evaluation to see what your case is really
worth. 100% Free Evaluation. Call Now: 1-888-920-
1883

Misc
AGING ROOF? NEW HOMEOWNER? STORM
DAMAGE? You need a local expert provider that
proudly stands behind their work.  Fast, free esti-
mate. Financing available.  
Call 1-833-889-4107 Have zip code of property
ready when calling!

Misc
WATER DAMAGE CLEANUP & RESTORA-
TION:  A small amount of water can lead to major
damage in your home. Our trusted professionals do
complete repairs to protect your family and your
home's value! Call 24/7: 1-877-586-6688 Have zip
code of service location ready when you call!

Misc
NEED NEW WINDOWS?  Drafty rooms? Chipped
or damaged frames? Need outside noise reduction?
New, energy efficient windows may be the answer!
Call for a consultation & FREE quote today. 1-833-
880-0052 You will need to have your zip code to
connect to the right provider.

ACCEPTING BIDS

Russell County Com-
missioners will be ac-
cepting sealed bids for
the sale and removal of
the white goods/metal
stockpile located at the
Russell County Landfill
until 9:00 a.m., Mon.,
May 5, 2025. For speci-
fications contact Rus-
sell County Highway
Dept., 4288 E. Hwy 40,
Russell, KS  67665 or
call (785) 483-4032.

4.17 - 5-1

MISC.

One bedroom apart-
ments, A/C,
carpet,newly updated.
Low income housing;
Equal Housing Opportu-
nity.  Luray, 785-698-
2455.                   

Nctfn

*****
Newsprint end rolls
available starting at $5,
at Russell County
News, 958 E. Wichita,
Russell.

TFN

The ubiquitous image
of a farm includes a red
barn, which historically
took that shade because
iron oxide, or rust, was
added to the linseed oil
to prevent mold and fun-
gus. It also added the red
hue that became synony-
mous with barns. Despite
a wide variety of pig-
ments to choose from
today, tradition still
means there’s plenty of
red barns across the
countryside.
Aside from color, a

barn also conjures up
specific shapes. A sturdy,
square structure with a
gable or gambrel
roofline. That’s what the
barn on my grandparents’
ranch looked like grow-
ing up. It wasn’t red be-
cause it was built during
World War II and a lack
of material meant the
plentiful limestone rock

was used for the walls.
Inside there was an al-

leyway down the middle
lined with stalls on either
side with a grainery in
one corner. Hay storage
was on the second floor
with cutouts above the
stalls below for feeding.
Aside from housing
horses or the occasional
bottle calf, the barn be-
came outdated shortly
after it was completed. A
low ceiling on the first
floor meant nothing
larger than the Ford 8N
tractor could fit inside.
For a brief period in

the early 20th century, a
subset of barns were not
traditional in any sense,
rather they were round or
nearly so. The technical
term for these structures
is nonorthogonal, which
is fancy for not orthogo-
nal. That’s fancy for lack
of perpendicularity.
Fewer than 1,400

round barns are estimated
to have been built around
the turn of the last cen-
tury, mostly in the Mid-
west. George Washington
has a 16-sided structure
on his Mount Vernon es-
tate, but it was New
Yorker Elliot W. Stew-
art’s octagonal barn built
in 1874 that really started
the wheels turning on
round barns.
Stewart touted the

structure’s geometric ad-
vantages relating to cost
of construction since a

cylinder’s exterior sur-
face allows for a larger
interior volume than a
rectangle.
According to an arti-

cle from University of
Kansas geography pro-
fessor James R. Short-
ridge, Stewart’s ideas
spread westward and
reached Kansas in the
early 1880s when two oc-
tagonal barns were built
in Shawnee County. The
next record of a
nonorthogonal barn was
a 12-sided structure built
near Olathe in 1903.
Kansas’ first pure circle
barn was erected in
Harper County the fol-
lowing year.
The majority of the 41

round or roundish barns
in Kansas were built in
the following decade.
Shortridge’s research
shows no strong correla-
tion between farm prac-
tices and where the barns
were built in Kansas.
Local influence appears
to have played a key role
in the construction of
round barns. If you were
in an area where one ir-
regular barn was built,
there’s likely to be an-
other one nearby.
That’s likely how

Marshall County became
home to three circular
barns in less than a
decade. The first built a
few miles east of Blue
Rapids in 1906 and the
last was constructed

southwest of Marysville
in 1914. The middle barn
was finished in 1913 by
Benton Steele, who was a
prolific architect and
builder of round barns
from Indiana.
Charles and James

Drennen commissioned
the barn for their Here-
ford breeding operation,
and it’s still in use today.
Herefords still graze
along the bunks lining
the perimeter nearly
every day, and heifers
still calve under the coni-
cal roof.
The most recent esti-

mate of 24 round barns
still standing in Kansas
comes from Shortridge’s
article in 1999. Some are
being preserved by own-
ers on working farms and
ranchers, others have
found new life as event
venues while others are
being worn away by
Kansas weather.
While red barns are

the best known image of
rural architecture, the
brief building burst of
round barns have left a
legacy across the state as
well.
"Insight" is a weekly

column published by
Kansas Farm Bureau, the
state's largest farm organ-
ization whose mission is
to strengthen agriculture
and the lives of Kansans
through advocacy, educa-
tion and service. 

InsIght
by greg Doering

Kansas Farn Bureau

The legacy of round barns

WANTED:WANTED:
Sponsors for the

Russell, Victoria, 
Natoma, Sylvan-Lucas

220025    Graduation Section25    Graduation Section

• Businesses, family or friends may 
sponsor a graduate for only $45.

• To sponsor a graduate, contact the

Russell County News at 483-2116


