
By AMANDA CLASEN
Community Vitality Agent
Southwind District

As the days grow longer and
the sun warms our sidewalks,
there’s a familiar buzz in the air:
summer is here, and with it
comes opportunity. It’s more
than just a season—it’s a mo-
ment when our community
shines its brightest. The farm-
ers’ market hums with local
produce. 

Sidewalk cafes fill with
neighbors and newcomers alike.
Downtown shops welcome foot
traffic that brings stories, laugh-
ter, and support.

Summer tourism may feel
like a visitor’s game, but it’s ac-
tually a community team effort.
Every family that stops at the
splash pad, every couple who
books a B&B or grabs ice cream
on Main Street—they’re more
than tourists. They’re economic
partners. When we support and
promote local attractions,
events, and businesses, we
strengthen the very heartbeat of
our town.

Whether you’ve lived here
for decades or just moved in,
you’re part of the hospitality
that makes this place unforget-
table. It starts with simple
things:

· Sharing upcoming events
on social media.

· Encouraging friends to at-
tend the weekend music series
or art walk.

· Choosing local vendors
when planning a summer barbe-
cue or birthday party.

Behind every storefront is a
family, a dream, and often a
neighbor. And in many cases,
summer makes the difference
between making it and closing
up shop.

It’s easy to overlook the
hidden gems in our own
backyard. When someone
asks for local events or
places to visit, we often
draw a blank—not because
they aren’t there, but be-
cause we’ve grown so used
to them. Need a reminder?
Here are 5 simple ways to
support locals this summer:

1. Shop the Farmers’ Market
Buy fresh produce, handmade

goods, and baked treats from
local growers and artisans.
Every dollar stays in the com-
munity!

2. Dine Local (and Post It!)
Eat at family-owned restaurants,
food trucks, or cafes—and tag
them on social media to help
spread the word.

3. Bring Guests Downtown
Hosting out-of-town friends?
Take them on a tour of Main
Street, local parks, or commu-
nity festivals.

4. Attend Local Events
Music in the park, library pro-
grams, art walks, and small-
town parades all thrive with
your presence and participation.

5. Leave Reviews & Say
Thanks A kind word goes a long
way—online or in person.
Leave a 5-star review for a local
shop or just tell them you ap-
preciate what they do.

This summer, let’s not just
welcome visitors—let’s also re-
discover the charm of our own
backyard. Your support matters.
Your presence matters. And to-
gether, we can ensure this sea-
son brings prosperity not just for
a few weekends—but for the

year ahead.

Editor’s note: For more in-
formation, please contact Com-
munity Vitality Agent Amanda
Clasen at any Southwind Dis-
trict office or am-
clasen@ksu.edu.
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K-State develops tool to help
understand ‘All Things Kansas’
By PAT MELGARES
KSRE News Service

MANHATTAN, Kan. – Members of a
Kansas State University team that has built
a one-stop source for data related to Kansas
communities say the free, interactive tool
will help to boost economic development
across the state.

The online tool, called All Things
Kansas, pulls from more than 30,000 layers
of data and 120 state and federal sources to
answer questions related to child care,
workforce, health care, broadband access,
housing and many more topics that involve
community and economic development.

“One thing we know is that informed
communities make stronger decisions, and
that is the reason why we created All Things
Kansas,” said Jessica Gnad, K-State director
of economic development. “We want to
give local leaders across all 105 counties in
Kansas access to clear, actionable data that
supports real economic development.”

Gnad and her team members were fea-
tured during the June 6 First Friday e-Call,
a monthly online series hosted by K-State
Research and Extension that helps to nur-
ture small businesses and inspire entrepre-
neurship in Kansas. The online discussions,
which routinely host dozens of Kansas citi-
zens from the public and private sectors, are

available free each month.
Team members said All Things Kansas

allows users to easily compare data across
105 Kansas counties, to better understand
local strengths, challenges and opportuni-
ties. The data can be used for grant applica-
tions, strategic planning, business
development and more.

“We consider All Things Kansas a one-
stop shop for Kansas data,” said Jennifer
Tidball, K-State communications director
for economic development. “We hope that
people in Kansas – business leaders, com-
munity leaders, extension agents and many
more – will use this as a way to access mul-
tiple sources of data in one place.”

The information is open to anyone inter-
ested in topics that concern their commu-
nity, business, lifestyles and more. “The site
allows you to search for topics that interest
you,” Tidball said.

Having reliable access to information,
she added, “is really helpful for grant appli-
cations, and it can be a good research tool
when trying to understand your community,
or how it compares to other communities.”

Tidball and Greg Erickson, K-State data
analyst, gave several demonstrations of
building maps, each taking less than a
minute to pull volumes of data into con-
densed, easy-to-read visuals. Maps and re-
ports can be personalized by geographic

region.
“We’re also hoping this can help with

understanding market demand, or defining
business opportunities across the state,”
Tidball said. “If you’re a business leader
wanting to relocate your business or open
another location, you can use this tool to un-
derstand workforce strength, industry gaps,
analyze trends and other things like that.”

Erickson said the team has developed a
gallery of pre-made maps to view statewide
data on such topics as broadband access, net
migration of young adults, business churn,
housing costs, employment and health in-
surance, and many more.

Currently, there are nearly 50 pre-made
maps on topics relating to Kansas commu-
nities. The site also allows users to build
their own custom maps on topics and geo-
graphic regions of their choice.

There is no cost to access the data on-
line, and a subscription is not required. The
site is maintained by Kansas State Univer-
sity, with support from the Center for Ap-
plied Research and Engagements Systems
(CARES) at the University of Missouri.

Editor’s note: For more information
about All Things Kansas or to schedule a
group demonstration, contact Gnad at
jgnad@k-state.edu or Tidball at jtidball@k-
state.edu.
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Weekly Deputy
Activity Report

06/02 Vehicle fire report;
Ness Rd. .5 mile north from
40th Rd., Parsons.

06/02 Trailer theft report;
7305 U59 Hwy., Erie. A theft
involving a 2016 Carry-On util-
ity trailer, stolen between May
19 and May 26, 2025. The
trailer is as a 5-foot by 8-foot
model, featuring a steel mesh
floor and rear gate, single axle,
and white rims. The case is still
under investigation. If anyone
has any information regarding
this report, contact Deputy Joe
Manyo at the Neosho County
Sheriff’s Office, 620-244-3888.

06/03 Incident report; Elk
Rd. north of 225th, Chanute.

06/03 Traffic stop; K47
Hwy. and 3rd, St. Paul. Cited
the driver, Jose Portillo, 23,
Katy TX, for speeding and no
proof of insurance.

06/03 Traffic stop; U169
Hwy. and Montgomery, Thayer.
Cited the driver, Ricky Moore,
38, West Des Moines IA, for il-
legal passing and expired vehi-
cle registration.

06/03 Theft by deception re-
port; 7850 E. Timber Dr.,
Thayer.

06/04 Car/deer accident re-
port; U59 Hwy. .5 mile south
from 180th, Erie.

06/04 Incident report; 411
Jefferson, Thayer.

06/04 Traffic stop; K39
Hwy. and Lyon, Chanute. Cited
the driver, Donal, Escobar
Balan, 46, Pittsburg, for illegal

passing and driving without a
valid license.

06/05 Car/deer accident re-
port; K39 Hwy. .2 mile east
from Xavier, Stark.

06/06 Traffic stop; 250th Rd.
and Gray, Chanute. Cited the
driver, Andrew Whitaker, 34,
Chanute, for expired vehicle
registration.

06/06 Traffic stop; K47
Hwy. and 1st, St. Paul. Cited the
driver, Isaac Sprouls, 23, Lamar
MO, for speeding and illegal
passing.

06/06 Violation of registered
offender act report; 402 E. State,
Erie.

06/06 Traffic stop; Main St.
and Malcolm, Chanute. Cited
the driver, Klee Cummings, 19,
Chanute, for expired vehicle
registration.

06/06 Incident report; 5243
170th Rd., Chanute.

06/07 Car/deer accident re-
port; U169 Hwy. .1 mile south
from 170th Rd., Chanute.

06/07 Incident report; 2650
W. Main, Chanute.

06/08 Car/deer accident re-
port; Elk Rd. 100 ft. north from
170th, Chanute.

06/08 Possession of stolen
property report; 402 E. State,
Erie.

06/08 Traffic stop; K47
Hwy. and 1st, St. Paul. Cited the
driver, Laura Snell, 46, Cherry-
vale, for speeding and no proof
of insurance.

06/08 Car/deer accident re-
port; U169 Hwy. .3 mile north
from 140th, Chanute.

SHERIFF’S REPORT

EERRIIEE MMUUSSEEUUMM FFUUNNDDRRAAIISSEERR
The Erie museum was given burnt, wooden orna-
ments to sell as a fundraiser. The ornaments were
made by Rob and Tari (Riebe) Emery of Fron-
tenac. Quantities are limited. Asking for a dona-
tion of $5 each. One is 2-sided, above, and one is
in shape of a bean pot. 

TThhee  oorrnnaammeennttss  ccaann  bbee
ffoouunndd  aatt  tthhee  mmuusseeuumm
TThhuurrssddaayyss  aanndd  FFrriiddaayyss
ffrroomm  11  ttoo  33  pp..mm..  TThheeyy
aarree  ggrreeaatt  mmeemmeennttooss,,
ggiiffttss  aanndd  ssttoocckkiinngg

ssttuuffffeerrss..
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APPETIZER
ONION
RINGS

A D’ANGELO’S CUSTOMER FAVORITE:

COWBOY BURGER

Purchase any large
pizza and receive a free
order of 4 cheese raviolis

EXPIRES 07/31/2021

244-5618

Tuesday through Thursday & Sunday:
Open 11 a.m. to 9 p.m.

Friday & Saturday: Open 11 a.m. to 9:30 p.m.
ENJOY THE FRESH SALAD BAR

CHECK OUR CHILDREN’S SPECIALS DURING REUNION WEEK

Closing Friday, July 16, at Noon
Our lobby is officially OPEN!

Come by today and check out our new products!
Free in-town delivery to Erie and St. Paul.

FROM FRONT PAGE
“We will have to drop it

(family pass) or raise it,” said
Justin Kramer, who was
elected president of the board
at the start of the meeting. If
we keep it, we may have to
go up to $125 just for the cost
of officiating. We have to
cover some of the cost of the
officials. They (families) are
still getting a deal at $150.”

One other small issue with
the current plan was dividing
up the revenue between the
high school and the middle
school. In the past, the school
that received the payment for
the family pass kept the rev-
enue. It hasn’t been a “prob-
lem” as Francis andGalesburg
Middle School Principal Jared
Han worked together, such as
the high school making track
and field purchases which
middle school students bene-
fited from using, there was not
an actual split of family pack-
age fees. If the payment was
made at the high school, those
fundswere credited to the high
school activity account and the
same at the middle school.

By a unanimous vote, the
board voted to have two fam-
ily sports packages – one for
the high school at $100 and
one for the middle school at
$50 – for the 2021-22 school

year.
Sports family package

fees were not the only in-
crease on the menu for board
members. Superintendent
Troy Damman outlined a
proposed menu item increase
for school breakfasts and
lunches. However, as part of
the COVID-19 package,
meals will still be “free” for
the next school year.

Student lunch fees will in-
crease a dime (to $2.80 at the
elementary school and to
$2.90 at the middle school
and high school). Student
breakfasts will also increase
a dime to $1.60 at all three
schools. An adult (school
employee or patron) break-
fast increases 15 cents to
$2.50 while adult lunches
(school employee or patron)
increase a quarter to $4.

While the book rental for
all students remains un-
changed at $25, Chromebook
fees will increase from $30 to
$35.

Driver’s education class
fees will also rise. The fee for
students enrolled at USD
#101 will increase from $100
to $125; increase for non-
USD #101 students from
$200 to $225; and for adults,
the fee will increase from
$300 to $325.

School fees

LARGE NEIGHBOORHOOD SALE
414 N. Grant Street, Erie

July 15 - 16 - 17 9 a.m until ???
Electronics, furniture, books, crafts,
toys, antiques, tables, book shelves.
Lots of bargains for the entire family.

Sewer rate
likely going
up in August
By EDDIE HIBBS III
Record Publisher & Owner

Unless an unlikely flush
of expenses takes place
within the confines of the
City of Erie, sewer rates for
local residents will rise in
August.

During Monday’s meet-
ing of the Erie City Council,
City Treasurer Cindy
Schoenhofer detailed the re-
alities of the city’s Sewer
Fund.

“Either we have to in-
crease the rate or cut ex-
penses,” the treasurer shared.

According to Schoen-
hofer, through the first five
months of 2021, the Sewer
Fund has spent $7900 more
than the fund has collected.
Currently, Erie residents pay
an $11.50 per month fee for
basic sewer plus $3.15 for
every 1000 gallons. Schoen-
hofer suggested the council
members consider an in-
crease to $4 per 1000 gal-
lons.

Schoenhofer shared that if
the council opted to increase
the per 1000-gallon rate by
85 cents, this would generate
an additional $4300 per year
for the city coffers (based on
current numbers).

The council did not take
any action on the matter. For
one, the city would need to
publish an ordinance notify-
ing residents of the increased
rate, if the council opts to
raise the rate. City Attorney
Seth Jones was not at Mon-
day’s meeting. Also absent
was council member Trenton
Moore. Generally speaking,
the council opts not to vote

on matters of a “more serious
nature” when the full council
isn’t present unless neces-
sary.

Council member Tereasa
DeMeritt was not physically
at Monday’s meeting, but
joined the session via the
telephone.

The first report of the de-
partment heads shared with
the council Monday night
was from Cindy Garland,
Erie Market store manager.
She requested and received
permission to add another
part-time employee.

As usual, she provided fi-
nancial sheets for the coun-
cil, which showed the Erie
Market net sales for the
month of June at
$100,473.51.

The bulk of the store sales
are purchased with a debit
card ($48,812) followed by
cash ($21,359), a credit card
($16,342), and paper check
($8,999).

The classification of sales
items included “grocery” as
the top seller for June at
$29,589 (no surprise, it is a
grocery store after all) with
meat sales second at $13,221
followed by dairy ($9,814).
Fourth on the list was “hot
deli” at $9,586.

“(Hot) dinners have
slowed down a bit,” Garland
explained. “I think it is be-
cause of the heat.”
See COUNCIL, Page Seven

Ellene Manly
Ellene Manly, 74, of Erie,

passed away at 9:41 p.m.,
Thursday, July 8, 2021, at the
University of Kansas Medical
Center in Kansas City, Kansas
from injuries sustained in a
motor vehicle accident north
of Erie on Tuesday, July 6th.

She was born on Novem-
ber 2, 1946, at Bonanza,
Arkansas to Lester and Ruby
(Lindsay) Phillips.  She grew
up at Bonanza and Chanute
and attended schools there
graduating from Chanute
High School in 1964. She later
attended Neosho County
Community College where
she received certification as a
Medication Aide.

Ellene was a homemaker
and worked for many years at
the Arkhaven Nursing Home
in Erie as a Certified Medica-
tion Aide until her retirement
in the early 2000’s.

She loved to do crossword
puzzles, traveling to visit fam-
ily, volunteering at the Erie
Senior Citizens Center, and
helping provide care for peo-
ple in their homes. She at-
tended the First Baptist
Church in Erie.

Ellene and Ted Manly
were united in marriage on
June 7, 1964, at the Chanute
Nazarene Church. He survives
of the home.

In addition to her husband,
her survivors include two
sons, Robert Manly, and his
wife, Jeanette L.  Manly of Ot-
tawa, KS and Gary Manly of
Cottage Grove, OR; two
granddaughters, Morgan
Manly and Myla Manly of
Fort Scott; five brothers, Don

Phillips, and his wife, Gloria
of Chanute, Bob Phillips, and
his wife, Sharon of Derby,
Chris Phillips, and his wife,
Connie of Emporia, Bill
Phillips, and his wife, Leslie
of Rose Hill, and David
Phillips, and wife, Donna of
Bella Vista, AR; two sisters,
Lorene Hanes of Chanute and
Maureen Wilson of Wichita;
and many nieces and
nephews.  She was preceded
in death by her parents and a
sister, Pauline Phillips.

Memorial services will be
held at 2 p.m., Friday, July 16,
2021, at the Pierce-Carson-
Wall Funeral Home in Erie
with Pastor Danny Flippo of-
ficiating. Burial will follow
the service in the East Hill
Cemetery.  The family will re-
ceive friends at the funeral
home from 1 p.m., until serv-
ice time on Friday. Friends
may come to the funeral home
in Erie to sign the register
from 9 a.m. to 5 pm. Thurs-
day. 

Online condolences may
be left at www.wallfuneralser-
vices.com

SEAMLESS GUTTERING
& WINDOWS

“Either we have
to increase the rate
or cut expenses,”

Erie City Treasurer
Cindy Schoenhofer

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS
The City of Erie will receive sealed bids for the

purchase of a 2015 Bobcat 96” heavy duty 6 way
dozer blade.

The blade will be sold in “as is” condition with
no warranties or guarantees.

Call Jake Tromsness at 620-212-0416 for an
appointment to view the blade.

Bids shall be placed in a sealed envelope
marked “Bobcat blade” and delivered to City Hall,
101 North Main, Erie, Kansas by July 26, 2021 at
5:00 P.M. The bid must contain the bidders name,
address, phone number, and bid amount.

Bids will be opened during the regular Erie City
Council meeting on July 26, 2021 at 6:00 P.M. at
City Hall.

THE CITY OF ERIE RESERVES THE RIGHT
TO REJECT ANY AND ALL BIDS.

Huge Sale Saturday
Grant Community Center

Stark, KS 
8 a.m. - 4 p.m. ~ Sat. July 17th

SEAMLESS GUTTERING, SIDINGS & WINDOWS
(620) 431-8198

The ERIE RECORD
erierecord@hotmail.com
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SUBSCRIPTION
RATES

REGULAR
In County.........$42.00
In State............$50.00
in US...............$58.00
SENIOR/MILITARY
In County........ $27.50
In State............$35.00
In US...............$40.00

The weekly lunch
special at Erie
Market for the

week of June 16-20

MONDAY 
Lasagna with garlic

toast or
Brisket with mashed
potatoes and gravy
and green beans

TUESDAY
Tacos

WEDNESDAY
Sloppy Joes
THURSDAY

Chicken sandwiches
FRIDAY

Fish and shrimp

EERRIIEE

MMAARRKKEETT

KSRE: Your town, your  treasure:
‘A Local Summer Adventure’


