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“If at first you do succeed, try to hide
your astonishment.” – graffiti. 

Suppose you’re kibitzing today’s deal
in a Chicago game, and North-South
have a routine auction to 3NT. West
leads the jack of diamonds, and declarer
wins with the ace, leads a spade to dum-
my and returns a club to finesse with the
queen. He next leads the ace and a third
club. When East-West follow, South
makes an overtrick with three clubs,
three diamonds, two hearts and two
spades.

“I was due for some good luck,” de-
clarer says. He then turns to you and
asks what you think of his play. What do
you say?

Low club

Say “Angels could have done no
more.” But if West’s clubs had been K-9,
South would have gone down. South
needs two club tricks to make game. He
should lead a low club from his hand at
Trick Two.

South wins the diamond return and
takes the ace of clubs. If East-West play
low, South goes to dummy to lead a third
club toward his queen. He gives himself
every chance for a ninth trick.

Daily question

You hold: ♠K 6 2 ♥A 8 5 ♦A Q 3 ♣A Q
7 4. You open one club, your partner re-
sponds one spade, you jump to 2NT and
he next bids three hearts. What do you
say?

Answer: Partner has at least four
hearts, but since he bid spades first, his
spades are probably longer. Bid three
spades. It is correct to show your three-
card support for his first suit, which is
what he may want to hear. If you bid
3NT instead, you will tell the same story
twice.

South dealer
N-S vulnerable

BRIDGE | FRANK STEWART

Simple Saturday

Can’t wait for your answers? 
Find all the puzzle answers at

answers.usatoday.com

 NORTH
 A 8 3
 K 9 6
 K 5 4 2
 6 5 3

WEST EAST
Q 10 4 J 9 7 5
J 3 2 Q 10 7 4
J 10 9 8 7 6
J 9 2 K 10 8

 SOUTH
 K 6 2
 A 8 5
 A Q 3
 A Q 7 4

South West North East
1  Pass 1  Pass
2 NT Pass 3 NT All Pass

     
Opening lead — J
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INSTRUCTIONS: Find as many words as
you can by linking letters up, down,
side-to-side and diagonally, writing
words on a blank sheet of paper. You
may only use each letter box once
within a single word. Play with a friend
and compare word finds, crossing out
common words.

BOGGLE BRAINBUSTERS

LA TIMES CROSSWORD
ACROSS

1 Option for 
keeping travel 
plans on track?

6 Band
10 Influential 

lobbying org.
14 Goat rodeo
16 “See ya!”
17 “Seems legit”
18 Dip targets, for 

short
19 __ ed
20 Dens
21 Stop and yield
22 Scary stories?
24 Amusement park 

ride
27 Téa of “Madam 

Secretary”
28 __-garde
29 Try something 

new
33 Get the band 

back together?
34 Luxury fashion 

house founded in 
Madrid

35 Starchy element in 
some bubble tea

36 Season openers
38 At a loss for 

words?
39 Wassail 

ingredient
40 First sentence 

of a book written 
with only 50 
distinct words

41 Chicken
45 Features of some 

loyalty programs
46 Inapt rhyme for 

“first”
47 “Hilarious”
50 Further
51 When many 

abandon ship
53 Exclamation 

from someone 
refusing to buy 
something

54 Move that can 
plump accent 
pillows

55 Feature of some 
Disney headgear

56 Minute
57 “The Goldfinch” 

novelist Tartt

DOWN

2 Goldberg who 
won a Pulitzer 
Prize for Editorial 
Cartooning

3 “Call Her Daddy” 
podcaster Cooper

4 Not 100%
5 Some digital 

displays
6 First name in 

California politics
7 At the ready
8 Public hearing 

guidelines?
9 “A Song of Ice 

and Fire” show, 
colloquially

10 Meeting points?
11 Imaginary 

instruments
12 Causes delays, 

perhaps
13 Band
15 Stunner
21 Something 

dropped in an 
idiom about 
inevitability

22 Portable self-
checkout 
devices?

23 Wild maneuver?
24 Stare stupidly, to 

a Brit
25 Completed
26 Salad whose 

main ingredient 
may be 
massaged

29 “Excuse me!?”

30 Part of a giggle
31 Astronomical bear
32 Sapphic work
34 Green building 

cert.
37 Portentous day
38 Told a grown-up, 

say
40 Like Alaska, often
41 Left out 

overnight, maybe
42 Fine hairs
43 Standard partner?

44 Data structure in 
computer science

47 “Agatha All Along” 
star Kathryn

48 River associated 
with Shakespeare

49 __ filter
51 Common sight 

at oversized 
baggage pickup 
areas

52 Prefix with hotel 
or tourist
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By Rafael Musa & Rebecca Goldstein 6/7/25

Friday’s Puzzle Solved

6/7/25

CRYPTOQUOTE
AXYDLBAAXR is LONGFELLOW

One letter stands for another.
In the sample above, A is used
for the three Ls, X for the two
Os, etc. Single letters,
apostrophes, the length and
formation of the words are all
hints. Each day the code
letters are different.
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Drive Home Your 
Savings

$105 
 Avg Savings/Mo

Skip Payment 
 Up to 90 Days

Top Reviewed  
Auto Refinance

4.99% 
 Rates As Low As

“

”

I had a great experience refinancing my vehicle with Lewis Walker 
at Gravity Lending! He was extremely helpful, professional, and 
made the entire process smooth and easy. Lewis kept me informed 
at every step and made sure I understood all the details. He went 
above and beyond to provide excellent customer service, and I felt 
confident that I was in good hands. I highly recommend working 
with lewis if you’re looking to refinance or have any questions 
about your vehicle. I’ll definitely reach out to him again in the future!  

    - Vijay Kissoon

DO YOU NEED AUTO REFINANCING? 
Gravity Lending Can Help!

SAVE UP TO

18%
MONTHLY

ON AVERAGE!

888-428-2099
SAVING MONEY IS JUST A CALL AWAY

Mention Newspaper to receive offer


