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Historic Times:
President Taft’s
Bath Tub

By Roger Hardaway

One of the candidates
who entered the 2024 presi-
dential race was former
Governor Chris Christie of
New Jersey who has had
Oval Office ambitions for
years. He previously sought
the Republican nomination
in 2016.

Governor Christie is a
large man whose weight
fluctuates. When he earlier
toyed with the idea of run-
ning for president in 2012,
his weight quickly became
an issue. Critics wondered
if he would have health is-
sues related to obesity that
might impede his ability to
govern.,

Christie has been un-
derstandably reluctant to
discuss the subject, but he

apparently tops the scales
(usually) at 300-plus pounds.
His defenders quickly dis-
counted the arguments that
being overweight should
disqualify him for office.

After all, if Christie ever
becomes president he will
not be the first one to weigh
in the 300-pound range.
William Howard Taft was
larger than Christie when
he served his one term as
president from 1909 to 1913.

In what must have been
a sight to behold, Taft once
rather famously got stuck in
the White House bath tub
and it took four aides to get
him out!

To avoid having to go
through such humiliation
again, Taft had a very large
bath tub installed. Pundits
said that it was big enough
for four people so long as
Taft wasn’t one of them!

Reports from various
sources confirm that Ameri-

cans are becoming larger
than they were in the past.
The current football ros-
ter of any university in the
United States, for example,
will list several players who
weigh over 300 pounds.

One of my former stu-
dents who played football
at Northwestern Oklaho-
ma State University a few
years ago checked in at 348
pounds!

As voters, we should not
discriminate against office-
seekers because of their
size. Obviously, a candi-
date’s health is always an is-
sue, but people who struggle
with their weight don’t need
unsolicited criticism from
skinny snobs.

But—whether it is Chris-
tie or someone else—don’t
be surprised if you live long
enough to see another Oval
Office occupant who needs
to use President Taft’s bath
tub!

News & Memories
From Our

60 YEARS AGO - 1965

Mrs. Carmen Francis
was named as the winner of
a new electric dryer in the
contest held at Coon’s Re-
frigeration during their an-
niversary celebration held
during the month.

Verla Dick was the happy
honoree at a party celebrat-
ing her fifth birthday in the
home of her father, R.E.
Dick. Others present were
Dallas Otis, Mrs. Otis, Mrs.
Harry Stork, Mrs. Mabel
Denton, Linsey and Lisa

Smith and their mother,
Mrs. Melvin Smith.

Mr. and Mrs. Gerry
Goucher announced the
birth of their daughter, So-
nya Kay, at the Anthony
Hospital March 9. She
weighed 7 Ibs. 1 oz.

50 YEARS AGO - 1975

Traci Haakinson would
be in Washington, D.C. July
14 to 17 to attend the Na-
tional FHA convention. The
trip was possible as she was
elected State Vice President
of Projects at the District
meeting in Haviland High
School. Michelle Hodson,
also running for office from
Chaparral, was elected Dis-
trict Treasurer.

Miss Lynn Rhodes, DAR
Good Citizen of Chapar-
ral High School and the
daughter of Mr. and Mrs.
Elmer Rhodes, Anthony, was
chosen by the Martha Vail
Chapter of the Daughters of
the American Revolution to
represent the area for the
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IN THE THIRTIETH JUDICIAL DISTRICT
DISTRICT COURT OF HARPER COUNTY, KANSAS

IN THE MATTER OF THE PETITION OF )
Kristina Dawn Smith )
) Case No. HP2025CV12
TO CHANGE HIS/HER NAME TO: )
Kristina Dawn Tipton )

PURSUANT TO K.S.A CHAPTER 60

NOTICE OF HEARING - PUBLICATION
THE STATE OF KANSAS TO ALL PERSONS CONCERNED:

You are hereby notified that Kristina Dawn Smith, filed a Petition in
the above court on the 20th day of March, 2025, requesting a judgment
and order changing his/her name from Kristina Dawn Smith to Kristina
Dawn Tipton.

The Petition will be heard in Harper County District Court, 201 N. Jen-
nings Ave, Anthony, Kansas, on the 21st day of April, 2025, at 2:15 p.m.

If you have any objection to the requested name change, you are
required to file a responsive pleading on or before April 18th, 2025 in
this court or appear at the hearing and object to the requested name
change. If you fail to act, judgment and order will be entered upon the
Petition as requested by Petitioner.

Kristina D. Smith
Petitioner, Pro Se
Anthony, KS 67003
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IN THE THIRTIETH JUDICIAL DISTRICT
DISTRICT COURT, HARPER COUNTY, KANSAS

IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE OF )
BRYAN S. BERGMAN, deceased. ) CASE NO. HP-2025-PR-06

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
THE STATE OF KANSAS TO ALL PERSONS CONCERNED:

You are hereby notified that on March 26, 2025, a Petition for Is-
suance of Letters of Administration was filed in this Court by Ethan
Bergman, surviving son of the Decedent, requesting that Letters of Ad-
ministration be issued to him, without bond.

You are required to file your written defenses to the petition on or be-
fore April 25, 2025, at 8:30 a.m. in the District Court of Harper County,
Anthony, Kansas, at which time and place the cause will be heard.
Should you fail to file your written defenses, judgment and decree will
be entered in due course upon the petition.

All creditors of the decedent are notified to exhibit their demands
against the Estate within the latter of four (4) months from the date
of first publication of notice under K.S.A. 59-2236 and amendments
thereto, or if the identity of the creditor is known or reasonably ascer-
tainable, 30 days after actual notice was given as provided by law, and
if their demands are not thus exhibited, they shall be forever barred.

Ethan Bergman, Petitioner
Mandi J. Stephenson
Attorney for Petitioner
STEPHENSON LAW OFFICE LLC
PO Box 204
Kingman, KS 67068
620-532-5156 telephone

State Good Citizen award
contest.

Chaparral’s  wrestling
team did what was expect-
ed of them at the 3A State
Meet at Abilene. Out of the
48 schools represented, the
Roadrunners placed 10th
with 20 points and winning
14 of 23 matches. Carl Bark-
er, 167-pounder, finished
third in the duals with Joe
Zimmerman taking fourth
in the 132-pound weight.

40 YEARS AGO - 1985

Chaparral FFA competed
in the Southcentral District
Poultry and Dairy Products
contest. Individual honors
went to Scott Bonham, who
was high individual in the
poultry contest. Brandon
Dills was fourth high indi-
vidual. Those participating
at Arkansas City were: Dave
Bertholf, Dawn Crow, Bryan
Struble, Gary Ummel, Eddie
Lager, Brad Moore, Bren-
den Oshorn, Eric Thompson,
Tyler Allen, Bryce Osborn,
Brian Turner, Todd Barlow,
Thad Farmer, Daryl Struble,
Casey Farmer, Donnie Hen-
derson, Don Baker, Jon Jos-
lin, Brandon Dills, Dan Ber-
tholf, Scott Bonham, Brad
Grabs, Jason Wade King,
Jason Wolff, Mike Francis,
Jamie Dunkelburger, David
Hughbanks and Kevin Al-
len.

30 YEARS AGO - 1995

Downtown Wakita in
neighboring Oklahoma
could have a different look
if a motion picture about
tornadoes would be filmed
in that Grant County com-
munity.

Serving a pages for Sen-
ator Lillian Papay at the
State Capitol in Topeka
were Beth Coslett and Jori
Oshorne, Harper, and Dorin-
da Gates, Anthony.

20 YEARS AGO - 2005

“Drug Free, I Have The
Power” was the message dur-
ing the Kansas Red Ribbon
Annual Awards Luncheon
held in Topeka. USD 361
received recognition for the
Best School activity in Kan-
sas. Accepting the award
were Judy Beam, Jennifer
Clark, and Laura Clark.

10 YEARS AGO - 2015

A farewell party was held
for former Anthony Medical
Center C.E.O. Bryant An-
derson at the Anthony Medi-
cal Center after 10 years of
service.

Chaparral senior wres-
tler, Jaden Helms, became
the 9th State Champion in
Chaparral history, while
posting just the 3rd unde-

Continued on next page

REPUBLICAN CLASSIFIEDS

RATES: Classified Reader Rates - Minimum Charge $8 (20 words); 10¢ per word thereafter.
Classifed display - $5.30 per column inch; Reader ads (not classmed) Memoriam and Poetry
50¢ per line; Cards of Thanks minimum charge $8 up to 50 words, 5¢ per word thereafter.
DEADLINE: Classified reader ads for regular listings on the Anthony Republican classified
page must be in our office by noon Mondays. Those received later will be inserted on another
page under “Too Late to Classify”. All classified ads are payable in advance. A $1 billing will be
added for non-ledger accounts. No positions sold.

__SERVICES | KCANADS J KCANADS _

HOME IMPROVEMENT: Offering
a full range of services including
roofing (shingles & metal), gutter-
ing, siding and more. Call 405-
614-5519 today for a FREE esti-
mate! Fully insured and licensed
in Kansas & Oklahoma. Be sure to
mention this ad when calling!
M-12-11-tfc

Health

IF YOU HAD KNEE OR HIP RE-
PLACEMENT SURGERY and suf-
fered an infection due to use of a
Bair Hugger (Blue Blanket), be-
tween 2020 and the present time,
you may be entitled to compen-
sation. Call attorney Charles H.
Johnson 800/535-5727. kpa-4-2

Sporting Goods
WORLD’'S  LARGEST GUN
SHOW - April 5 & 6 - Tulsa,
OK Fairgrounds. Saturday 8-6,
Sunday 8-4. WANENMACHER'’S
TULSA ARMS SHOW. Free
appraisals.  Bring your guns!
www.TulsaArmsShow.com.
kpa-4-2

For Sale

Place your 25-word classified in
the Kansas Press Association and
135 more newspapers for only
$300/ week. Find employees, sell
your home or your car. Call the
Kansas Press Association @ 785-
271-5304 today! kpa-4-2

Misc.

Attention: VIAGRA and CIALIS
USERS! A cheaper alternative
to high drugstore prices! 50 Pill

Special - Only $99! 100% guar-
anteed. CALL NOW: 1-866-481-
0668. kpa-4-2
Misc.

We Buy Vintage Guitar’s! Look-
ing for 1920-1980 Gibson, Martin,
Fender, Gretsch, Epiphone, Guild,
Mosrite, Rickenbacker, Prairie
State, D’Angelico, Stromberg.
And Gibson Mandolins / Ban-
jos. These brands only! Call for a
quote: 1-877-560-1992.

kpa-4-2

Misc.

CASH PAID FOR HIGH-END
MEN’S SPORT WATCHES. Rolex,
Breitling, Omega, Patek Philippe,
Heuer, Daytona, GMT, Submariner
and Speedmaster. These brands
only! Call for a quote: 1-866-481-
0636. kpa-4-2

Misc.

GOT AN UNWANTED CAR???
DONATE IT TO PATRIOTIC
HEARTS. Fast free pick up. All
50 States. Patriotic Hearts’ pro-
grams help veterans find work
or start their own business. Call
24/7: 1-877-560-5087. kpa-4-2

Misc.

BATH & SHOWER UPDATES
in as little as ONE DAY! Afford-
able prices - No payments for 18
months! Lifetime warranty & pro-
fessional installs. Senior & Military
Discounts available. Call: 1-866-

481-0747. kpa-4-2
Misc.
STOP OVERPAYING FOR

HEALTH INSURANCE! A recent
study shows that a majority of
people struggle to pay for health
coverage. Let us show you how
much you can save. Call Now for
ano-obligation quote: 1-888-519-
3376 You will need to have your
zip code to connect to the right
provider. kpa-4-2

Misc.
INJURED IN AN ACCIDENT?
Don't Accept the insurance com-
pany’s first offer. Many injured
parties are entitled to cash settle-
ments in the $10,000’s. Get a free
evaluation to see what your case
is really worth. 100% Free Evalu-
ation. Call Now: 1-888-920-1883.
kpa-4-2

Misc.

AGING ROOF? NEW HOME-
OWNER? STORM DAMAGE? You
need a local expert provider that
proudly stands behind their work.
Fast, free estimate. Financing
available.Call  1-877-589-0093
Have zip code of property ready
when calling! kpa-4-2

Misc.
WATER DAMAGE CLEANUP &
RESTORATION: A small amount
of water can lead to major dam-
age in your home. Our trusted
professionals do complete re-
pairs to protect your family and
your home’s value! Call 24/7:
1-877-586-6688. Have zip code
of service location ready when
you call!

kpa-4-2

Misc.
NEED NEW WINDOWS? Drafty
rooms? Chipped or damaged
frames? Need outside noise re-
duction? New, energy efficient
windows may be the answer! Call
for a consultation & FREE quote
today. 1-866-766-5558 You will
need to have your zip code to
connect to the right provider.
kpa-4-2

GOT NEWS OR
PICS TO SHARE?

Send It To Us At

anthonyrepublican@att.net

Bank Of The Plains in Anthony is taking
applications for a Personal Banker.
Full-time hours will be 40 hours per week
Monday - Friday. Bank Of The Plains
offers a competitive benefit package.
Applications are available at Bank Of The
Plains 203 W. Main St, Anthony, KS
or are available at online at
www.bankoftheplains.com/about#careers
Equal Opportunity Employer

'l“‘ BANKR:PLAINS

+ Good Wages

COME JOIN

We have a job opening for a full time
Service Attendant at the Anthony
Farmers Coop Service Station.
We offer competitive
compensation packages including:

* Profit Sharing

* Retirement Pension & 401K
» Health benefits & AFLAC

Please apply at the Service Station
in Anthony or by calling Kyle at
620-842-3703 for more information.

OUR TEAM!

ﬂﬁﬂgl 518 W. Main
Farmer's Anthony, Kansas

Cooperative 620-842-3703

Are Now Available!
Visit Our Website
To Subscribe!
www.anthonyrepublicannews.com
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“Doing business
without advertising
N\ / .o _
— — islike winking

P ~__ atagirlin the dark.
/ \ You know what you
are doing, but no
one else does.”

- Steuart Henderson Britt

Call The Anthony Republican To Advertise Today!

620-842-5129




