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Historic Times: The Salem Witch Trials

By Roger Hardaway

Some people who came
to the New World from Eng-
land—although not all—
were seeking religious free-
dom.

The American colony
where religion was perhaps
more central to life than in
any other was Massachu-
setts.

But “religious freedom” to
Puritans in Massachusetts
meant that all residents had
to believe the same things
that the colony’s leaders did.
They were not at all tolerant
of those who disagreed with
them.

In the 1680s and 1690s,
Puritans in Salem, Mas-
sachusetts, began trying
and convicting residents
for allegedly being witches.
By definition, a witch was
someone possessed by the
devil.

The way to deal with
someone so possessed was to
kill them before they could

influence other people.

Salem was not the only
American town where peo-
ple were executed for being
witches, but its leaders were
the most ardent prosecutors.

Those accused were pre-
sumed guilty and had to go
before a church tribunal and
attempt to prove their inno-
cence.

This is, of course, just the
opposite of the way we do
things in the United States
today—where someone is
presumed innocent until
proven guilty by the govern-
ment.

And, lest you think that
perhaps the religious lead-
ers of Massachusetts were
ignorant and uninformed,
note that many of them
were college educated.

Prominent = Massachu-
setts clergyman  Cotton
Mather, for example, had
studied theology in England
and had written books on
religious philosophy. He be-

lieved in witches.

By 1692, the religious
leaders of Salem had execut-
ed 22 presumed witches—20
people and two dogs! The
people included 16 women
and four men.

Several others had been
convicted and were await-
ing execution. Others were
accused and were awaiting
trials.

At this point, the joint
monarchs of England—King
William and Queen Mary—
stepped into the controversy.
They stopped the executions
and freed the imprisoned.

Massachusetts had,
since its founding, been
transformed into a theoc-
racy where church and state
were one and the same.

But after the English
monarchs halted the Sa-
lem Witch Trials, religious
freedom became a reality in
Massachusetts and the Pu-
ritans lost their hold on the
colony.

News & Memories
From Our

60 YEARS AGO - 1965

Two Anthony Girl Scouts
received the coveted God
and Community Award at
the Congregational Church
in Anthony on Sunday,
March 21. The awards were
presented to Nancy Fos-
ter and Marjorie Barber by
their minister, Rev. Harald
Wisegarver.

Boys selected by the
American Legion to attend
the 1965 Boys State Con-
vention in Lawrence, Kan.
were Howard Stewart, son
of Mr. and Mrs. Elmer Stew-
art, Innis Croft, son of Mr.
and Mrs. Dee Croft and

ANTHONY
WEATHER

REPORT —_—
Mon. Mar. 31....58/39
Tue. Apr. 1...... 75/44
Wed. Apr. 2..... 70/52
Thu. Apr. 3...... 54/50
Precipitation...... Trace
Fri. Apr. 4....... 57/43
Precipitation...... 0.43"
Sat. Apr. 5....... 44/39
Precipitation...... 0.51"
Sun. Apr. 6...... 56/34

Precipitation...... 0.18"
March Totals

Precipitation..... 0.32"
Normal............. 2.47"
2025 Totals
Precipitation..... 1.60"
Normal............. 4.70"
SUBMITTED BY
RANDY PATTERSON

NWS CO-OP OBSERVER

Dennis Albright, son of Mr.
and Mrs. Ronald Albright.
50 YEARS AGO - 1975

Mr. and Ms. Robert Den-
ton announced the engage-
ment of their daughter,
Jane, to Larry Whisman,
son of Mr. and Mrs. DeWitt
Whisman, all of Anthony.

Chat With The Editor
column: Know where your
preachers are? We can tell
you where four of them
were! Vernon Whitmore,
Jim Fowler, Frank Miller
and Harry Jennings mo-
tored to Dallas to a meet-
ing. It turned out to be for
women. They crashed the
meeting anyway.

Mr. and Mrs. Bill Brown
announced the engagement
and approaching marriage
of their daughter, Donna, to
Larry Graves, son of Mr. and
Mrs. Ray Graves of Anthony.

Chaparral’s Key Club
had added a boost in mem-
bership with the addition of
seven new freshmen mem-
bers. The new members
were: David Williams, Steve
Ramer, Mike Smith, Brad
High,Terry Ball, Donnie An-
dersen and Kenny Seipel.

40 YEARS AGO - 1985

Mr. and Mrs. Kent Olds
of Harper, announced the
birth of their second daugh-
ter, Kiley Renee. She was
born Thursday, March 7,
1985 at the Harper Hospi-
tal and weighed 9 lbs. 4 ozs.
and was 22 inches long. Ki-
ley’s sister, Kandace, is 2-1/2
years old.

Mr. and Mrs. Elmer
Rhodes of Anthony an-
nounced the engagement
of their daughter, Mary to
Kevin Gesing, son of Mr.
and Mrs. Joseph Gesing of
Waukon, Towa.

Winners in the Parent-
Child Tournament at Park
Hill Lanes were: Sharon
Schrant and Darrel; Alfreda

Whaley and Meredith; Ven-
bita Bogdanovecz and An-
gie; Eileen Jacobs and Matt;
Terry Seifert and Richard.

Singles winners at the
tournament were: Tim Mec-
Dermott, Mary Ward, Rich-
ard Seifert, Brett Whealy,
Lara White and Meredith
Whaley.

30 YEARS AGO - 1995

The students of Liberty
Academy and the Anthony
Christian Home Educators
shared a day of educational
touring in the Harper com-
munity. Businesses visited
were DewEze Mfg., Green-
line, Inc. and Hoover Sign
Co. After the tours and piz-
za at D’Mario’s, the group
enjoyed a skating party at
the Harper Rolla-Rena. Stu-
dents attending were Jac-
lyn and Kevin Arnet, Scott
and Jeff Batterton, Ken-
ton and Kyle Cooperrider,
Sara, Lindsay, Quinton and
Karlissa Crow, Kara, Mike,
Matt and Amy Fadenrecht,
Susan Gates, Jay and Ty
Hoover, Amy, Tyler and
Sara Jelinek, Nathan Mc-
Bride, Katie, Shannon, Me-
gan and Patrick Nolan, Bry-
ant Struble and Ellen, Kyle
and Anna Velasquez.

A group of Anthony sixth
graders won their three
rounds of the Battle of the
Books held at Clearwa-
ter, 97-64. Members of the
group were Dustin War-
ner, Andrew Leland, Mitch
Hall, Tyson Prouse, Nolan
Younce, Kelly McKee, Vir-
ginia Brown and Jessica
Reber.

Continued on next page

REPUBLICAN CLASSIFIEDS

RATES: Classified Reader Rates - Minimum Charge $8 (20 words); 10¢ per word thereafter.
Classifed display - $5.30 per column inch; Reader ads (not classmed) Memoriam and Poetry
50¢ per line; Cards of Thanks minimum charge $8 up to 50 words, 5¢ per word thereafter.
DEADLINE: Classified reader ads for regular listings on the Anthony Republican classified
page must be in our office by noon Mondays. Those received later will be inserted on another
page under “Too Late to Classify”. All classified ads are payable in advance. A $1 billing will be
added for non-ledger accounts. No positions sold.

__SERVICES

HOME IMPROVEMENT: Offering
a full range of services including
roofing (shingles & metal), gutter-
ing, siding and more. Call 405-
614-5519 today for a FREE esti-
mate! Fully insured and licensed
in Kansas & Oklahoma. Be sure to
mention this ad when calling!
M-12-11-tfc

For Sale

Place your 25-word classified in
the Kansas Press Association and
135 more newspapers for only
$300/ week. Find employees, sell
your home or your car. Call the
Kansas Press Association @ 785-
271-5304 today! kpa-4-9

Misc.

CASH PAID FOR HIGH-END
MEN’S SPORT WATCHES. Rolex,
Breitling, Omega, Patek Philippe,
Heuer, Daytona, GMT, Submariner
and Speedmaster. These brands
only! Call for a quote: 1-866-481-
0636. kpa-4-9

Misc.

Attention: VIAGRA and CIALIS
USERS! A cheaper alternative
to high drugstore prices! 50 Pill

Special - Only $99! 100% guar-
anteed. CALL NOW: 1-866-481-
0668. kpa-4-9
Misc.

GOT AN UNWANTED CAR???
DONATE IT TO PATRIOTIC
HEARTS. Fast free pick up. All
50 States. Patriotic Hearts’ pro-
grams help veterans find work
or start their own business. Call
24/7:1-877-560-5087.  kpa-4-9

Misc.

BATH & SHOWER UPDATES
in as little as ONE DAY! Afford-
able prices - No payments for 18
months! Lifetime warranty & pro-
fessional installs. Senior & Military
Discounts available. Call: 1-866-
481-0747. kpa-4-9

Misc.

AGING ROOF? NEW HOME-
OWNER? STORM DAMAGE? You
need a local expert provider that
proudly stands behind their work.
Fast, free estimate. Financing
available.Call  1-877-589-0093
Have zip code of property ready
when calling! kpa-4-9

Misc.
WATER DAMAGE CLEANUP &
RESTORATION: A small amount
of water can lead to major dam-
age in your home. Our trusted
professionals do complete repairs
to protect your family and your
home’s value! Call 24/7: 1-877-
586-6688. Have zip code of ser-
vice location ready when you call!
kpa-4-9

Misc.
NEED NEW WINDOWS? Drafty
rooms? Chipped or damaged
frames? Need outside noise re-
duction? New, energy efficient
windows may be the answer! Call
for a consultation & FREE quote
today. 1-866-766-5558 You will
need to have your zip code to
connect to the right provider.
kpa-4-9

GOT NEWS TO SHARE?
~ Send It To Us At ~

anthonyrepublican@att.net
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IN THE THIRTIETH JUDICIAL DISTRICT
DISTRICT COURT, HARPER COUNTY, KANSAS

IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE OF )

BRYAN S. BERGMAN, deceased.

) CASE NO. HP-2025-PR-06

NOTICE TO CREDITORS

THE STATE OF KANSAS TO ALL PERSONS CONCERNED:
You are hereby notified that on March 26, 2025, a Petition for Is-

suance of Letters of Administration was filed in this Court by Ethan
Bergman, surviving son of the Decedent, requesting that Letters of Ad-
ministration be issued to him, without bond.

You are required to file your written defenses to the petition on or be-
fore April 25, 2025, at 8:30 a.m. in the District Court of Harper County,
Anthony, Kansas, at which time and place the cause will be heard.
Should you fail to file your written defenses, judgment and decree will
be entered in due course upon the petition.

All creditors of the decedent are notified to exhibit their demands
against the Estate within the latter of four (4) months from the date
of first publication of notice under K.S.A. 59-2236 and amendments
thereto, or if the identity of the creditor is known or reasonably ascer-
tainable, 30 days after actual notice was given as provided by law, and
if their demands are not thus exhibited, they shall be forever barred.

Ethan Bergman, Petitioner
Mandi J. Stephenson
Attorney for Petitioner
STEPHENSON LAW OFFICE LLC
PO Box 204
Kingman, KS 67068
620-532-5156 telephone

Misc.
We Buy Vintage Guitar’s! Look-
ing for 1920-1980 Gibson, Martin,
Fender, Gretsch, Epiphone, Guild,
Mosrite, Rickenbacker, Prairie
State, D’Angelico, Stromberg.
And Gibson Mandolins / Ban-
jos. These brands only! Call for a
quote: 1-877-560-1992.

kpa-4-9

FOR SALE
HELP WANTED
GARAGE SALE
FOR HIRE
SERVICES
PRODUCTS
EVENTS
AUCTIONS
ADVERTISE
IT RIGHT

Misc.

STOP OVERPAYING FOR
HEALTH INSURANCE! A recent
study shows that a majority of
people struggle to pay for health
coverage. Let us show you how
much you can save. Call Now for
ano-obligation quote: 1-888-519-
3376 You will need to have your
zip code to connect to the right

provider. kpa-4-9
Misc_ HERE.’
INJURED IN AN ACCIDENT?

EMAIL YOUR
INFORMATION TO

ANTHONYREPUBLICAN@ATT.NET

620-842-5129

Don’t Accept the insurance com-
pany’s first offer. Many injured
parties are entitled to cash settle-
ments in the $10,000’s. Get a free
evaluation to see what your case
is really worth. 100% Free Evalu-
ation. Call Now: 1-888-920-1883.

kpa-4-9

Bank Of The Plains in Anthony is taking
applications for a Personal Banker.
Full-time hours will be 40 hours per week
Monday - Friday. Bank Of The Plains
offers a competitive benefit package.
Applications are available at Bank Of The
Plains 203 W. Main St, Anthony, KS
or are available at online at
www.bankoftheplains.com/about#careers
Equal Opportunity Employer

'l“‘ BANKZ:PLAINS
. LEGALNOTICE

(First Published in The Anthony Republican, Wednesday, March 26, 2025) 3t
IN THE THIRTIETH JUDICIAL DISTRICT
DISTRICT COURT OF HARPER COUNTY, KANSAS

IN THE MATTER OF THE PETITION OF )
Kristina Dawn Smith

)
) Case No. HP2025CV12
TO CHANGE HIS/HER NAME TO: )
Kristina Dawn Tipton )

PURSUANT TO K.S.A CHAPTER 60

NOTICE OF HEARING - PUBLICATION
THE STATE OF KANSAS TO ALL PERSONS CONCERNED:

You are hereby notified that Kristina Dawn Smith, filed a Petition in
the above court on the 20th day of March, 2025, requesting a judgment
and order changing his/her name from Kristina Dawn Smith to Kristina
Dawn Tipton.

The Petition will be heard in Harper County District Court, 201 N. Jen-
nings Ave, Anthony, Kansas, on the 21st day of April, 2025, at 2:15 p.m.

If you have any objection to the requested name change, you are
required to file a responsive pleading on or before April 18th, 2025 in
this court or appear at the hearing and object to the requested name
change. If you fail to act, judgment and order will be entered upon the
Petition as requested by Petitioner.

Kristina D. Smith
Petitioner, Pro Se
Anthony, KS 67003

(First Published in The Anthony Republican, Wednesday, April 9, 2025) 3t

IN THE THIRTIETH JUDICIAL DISTRICT
DISTRICT COURT, HARPER COUNTY, KANSAS
PROBATE DEPARTMENT

IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE

OF Case No. HP-2025-PR-07
ROBERT E. FINN,
a/k/a Robert Earl Finn, Deceased.

)
)
)
)
)
)
)

Pursuant to Chapter 59, K.S.A.

NOTICE OF HEARING
THE STATE OF KANSAS TO ALL PERSONS CONCERNED:

YOU ARE HEREBY NOTIFIED that a Petition has been filed in this
Court by Terry L. Finn, an heir of Robert E. Finn, a/k/a Robert Earl Finn,
deceased, praying that the foreign Will filed with the Petition be admit-
ted to probate and record without administration in this Court; that the
Will be construed; and that the property described in the Petition be
assigned to the person entitled thereto in accordance with the terms
of the Will.

YOU ARE REQUIRED to file your written defenses thereto on or be-
fore the 21st day of May, 2025 at 1:30 o’clock p.m. of said day, in such
court, located at 200 N. Jennings, Anthony, Harper County, Kansas, at
which time and place such cause will be heard. Should you fail therein,
judgment will be entered in due course upon the Petition.

Terry L. Finn, Petitioner
Roger L. Theis, SC#12742
MORRIS, LAING, EVANS, BROCK & KENNEDY, Chartered
300 North Mead, Suite 200
Wichita, KS 67202-2722
Telephone: (316) 262-2671
Fax: (316) 262-6226
Email: rtheis@morrislaing.com



