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By LeAnn Hodson
Boy, my THOUGHTS 

took some crazy twists and 
turns for this week’s en-
try.  A couple of weeks ago I 
was at the Republican wait-
ing to talk to Ross as he 
helped customers.  As I sat 
‘patiently’ I looked around 
and my eyes landed on a yel-
lowed newspaper clipping 
(pictured to the right) that 
had been laminated and 
hung on the wall.  I took it 
down and read it to find out 
is was a poem.  With it be-
ing National Poetry Month, 
I THOUGHT - "How fun is 
this?!"

On the back (pictured be-
low) it says it was written by 
Mrs. J. Frank Gillespie. This 
started the going down of 

Thoughts: Rabbit Hole
a rabbit hole.  Ross said to 
check with Vera Dunn, the 
previous owner of the An-
thony Republican, to see if 
she knew the history of the 
poem and people.  When she 
came in to work on the Early 
Files for the paper I asked 
her about it.  She wasn’t 
sure who the people were 
but said she would check 
with her Irwin & Potter cof-
fee buddies when they met 
later in the day.

In the meantime I went 
to the Anthony Library and 
looked up the obituary of 
James Frank Gillespie, a 
pioneer resident of Anthony, 
to see who his wife had been.  
It was a common thing in 
earlier times to not acknowl-
edge the first names of 

wives…although Vera said 
she made sure that changed 
when she was a part of put-
ting out the paper.  The obit-
uary of Mr. Gillespie from 
1949 pointed me to a Miss 
Addie Wright that had mar-

#1746: Transfer-On-Death 
Deed - Bonnie Dunn transfers 
on death to Sharla M. Wright, 
Katy E. Thomas and Rachel R. 
Dalinghaus, the E/100’ of Lots 
1, 4, 5, 8, 9 and 12 in Blk. 3 of 
Mead’s Addition to the City of 
Anthony; and the W/50’ of Lots 1, 
4, 5, 8, 9 and 12 and the E/50’ of 
Lots 2, 3, 6, 7, 10 and 11, all in 
Blk. 3 of Mead’s Addition (aka 711 
E. Walnut) in the City of Anthony; 
Harper County, Kansas.

#1747: Statutory Warranty 
Deed - Ricky A. Gray to McKenna 
Parsons, Lot 5 in Blk. 9 of 
Redden’s Addition to the City of 
Anthony, Harper County, Kansas.

#1748: Statutory Warranty 
Deed - Lorraine M. Gray to 
McKenna Parsons, Lot 5 in Blk. 
9 of Redden’s Addition to the 
City of Anthony, Harper County, 
Kansas.
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ried him in 1894 and passed 
in 1940.  (So thankful for 
the wonderful records the 
library provides). 

On the back of the poem 
there is also a note that says 
that this poem was from the 

scrapbook of Faye (last name 
?) who lived at 608 N. Jen-
nings.  The last name was a 
mystery to Vera, Ross and 
myself, we just couldn’t deci-
pher it.  BUT the coffee gals 
took on the challenge, as we 
played a little game of ‘Who 
Wants to be a Millionaire’. I 
met up with them at Irwin & 
Potter, and Deniese Fawcett 
remembered buying a piano 
at the estate sale of this 
Faye lady at the Jenning’s 
address listed on the back 
of the poem.  Karen Ryan 
used a lifeline to "Phone-a-
Friend".  She called her sis-
ter-in-law Karen Pyles, who 
was able to fill in the last 
name of 'HUNT' - Faye Hunt 
was the name listed.  After 
a bit more head scratching, 
discussion, laughs and ‘Ask-
the-Audience’ responses, 
I felt sufficiently knowl-

edgeable to finish these 
THOUGHTS - though it has 
certainly added a lot more 
that I want to know about 
the Gillespie’s lives.

Upon further investiga-
tion using a light table and 
magnifying glass to look at 
the back of the poem, Ross 
found that there were legal 
notices printed on the clip-
ping that dated it to a 1928 
issue of the Anthony Repub-
lican.

I want to thank Vera, 
Deniese, her sister Janell, 
Rebeca Buck and Karen for 
helping me to get this poem 
out of my THOUGHTS and 
into your hands.  Unfortu-
nately I did not have a mil-
lionaire dollars to give them 
but they are all certainly 
winners in my books.  Bless-
ings to you and yours - Al-
ways.

through 12th grades pre-
pare for success in college 
and other postsecondary 
options. Parents of stu-
dents in eighth through 
12th grades can also sign 
up to receive twice-monthly 
emailed tips on academic, 
college and career plan-
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ning through the Student 
Planning Pointers for Par-
ents program. The College 
Funding Forecaster helps 
families understand the to-
tal cost of four years of col-
lege based on a freshman-
year financial aid offer. 
Information about these 
resources is available at 
www.IowaStudentLoan.
org/SmartBorrowing.


