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PUBLIC NOTICE

Press Release
MANHATTAN, KS - 

Kansas feedlots, with ca-
pacities of 1,000 or more 
head, contained 2.34 million 
cattle on feed on April 1, ac-
cording to the USDA’s Na-
tional Agricultural Statis-
tics Service. This inventory 
was down 2% from last year.  
Placements during March 
totaled 430,000 head, up 

Kansas Cattle On Feed Down 2%
8% from 2024.   Fed cattle 
marketings for the month 
of March totaled 400,000 
head, up 3% from last year.  
Other disappearance dur-
ing March totaled 10,000 
head, unchanged from last 
year.  

Find agricultural statis-
tics for your county, State, 
and the Nation at www.
nass.usda.gov

By Lisa Moser, K-State 
Research and Extension 

news service
 MANHATTAN, Kan. 

— Many people will agree 
driving a manual transmis-
sion vehicle is much more 
challenging than driving 
an automatic, leading them 
to opt for the easier driving 
experience when making a 
vehicle purchase.

 As with the driving ex-
perience, moving cattle 
through the on-farm pro-
cessing facilities is best 
done with a well-main-

Cattle Chat: Keeping Your
Facilities In Working Order

tained pen and chute sys-
tem that allows for the easy 
flow of the animals, say the 
experts at the Kansas State 
University Beef Cattle In-
stitute, joined recently by 
guest K-State beef cattle 
extension veterinarian A.J. 
Tarpoff.

 Speaking on a recent 
Cattle Chat podcast, the 
group recommended evalu-
ating the current process-
ing facilities before moving 
animals or making adjust-
ments.

 “Before processing, start 

with basic preventative 
maintenance, such as mak-
ing sure the gear teeth are 
in order, that the movable 
points are well-oiled, and 
similar chores,” K-State 
veterinarian Brian Lubbers 
said. “Also, walk through 
the alleyways to make sure 
they are safe and are free of 
loose, sharp edges.”

 He added: “By doing 
this, we can reduce the like-
lihood of injuries for the 
people and the cattle.”

 Another tip is to make 
sure that the facilities are 
set up in a way that works 
best for the size of the cattle 
that are being handled.

 “Think about what is 
the right size for the herd — 
how many cows will I need 
to move, can I change the 
width easily for cows versus 
calves? These are questions 
producers should be think-
ing through,” said K-State 
veterinarian Bob Larson.

 As the herd's needs 
change, Tarpoff said it is 
important to think about 
investing in the facilities.

 “A simple, well-built 
straight alley with func-
tional sorting gates that can 

be used for sorting, loading, 
and processing is one of the 
best investments producers 
can make for their cow-calf 
operation. It’s easy to invest 
in something you regularly 
use.” Tarpoff said.

 Along with those recom-
mendations, K-State beef 
cattle nutritionist Phillip 
Lancaster said it is impor-
tant to build a facility with 
the labor in mind because 
sometimes people are mov-
ing cattle alone.

 “Keep it simple. You 
don’t need to build an elab-
orate facility, but instead 
design a system that will 
work for the labor you have 
available,” Lancaster said.

 One last tip came from 
K-State veterinarian Brad 
White.

 “Before you start moving 
cattle through the system, 
walk through the alleyways 
to see if there is anything 
protruding that will cause 
the cattle to get injured 
or balk as they are being 
pushed ahead,” he said.

 To hear the full discus-
sion, listen to Cattle Chat 
on your preferred stream-
ing platform.

Anthony, outlasted 35 other 
students to become Harper 
County Spelling Bee cham-
pion for 1985. Jason Mor-
gan of the Harper School 
finished second behind Wil-
liams. Jannica Beam. 13-
year old daughter of Sam 
and Judy Beam of Anthony, 
took third.

Eight year olds, Daniel 
Gibson, Phillip Ricker and 
Joey W. Duhon were busy 
constructing their own club’s 
clubhouse by some old sheds 
near an old abandoned 
house at 534 South Anthony 
Street. The boys were using 
a set of junior-sized tools 
that Daniel’s mother had 
given him for Christmas.

Seniors from Harper 
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County named  Kansas  
Hon-or students by the Uni-
versity of Kansas Alumni 
Association and the Kan-
sas University Endowment 
Association included from 
Chaparral were: Carol Anne 
Bascom, Shayla Diane Bon-
ham, Melissa Jan Burnet, 
Melissa R. Dennis, Brian 
Joseph Erker, Kimberly 
Kaye Koeppen, Mandra 
Lee Loesch, Timothy James 
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