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China says US tariff break
a ‘small step’ to fixing mistake

BLOOMBERG NEWS

China’s government said the U.S.
decision to exempt certain consumer
electronics from its so-called recip-
rocal tariffs is a small step toward
rectifying its wrongdoings and urged
Washington to do more to revoke the
levies.

President Donald Trump’s admin-
istration excluded smartphones,
computers and other electronics
from the increased import duties
on Friday, narrowing the scope of
his tariffs of 125% on goods from
China and a baseline 10% on im-
ports from most other countries.

“This is a small step by the U.S.
toward correcting its wrongful ac-
tion of unilateral ‘reciprocal tariffs”,
the Ministry of Commerce said in
a statement posted on its official
WeChat account on Sunday. The
ministry went on to urge the U.S.
to “take a big stride in completely
abolishing the wrongful action, and
return to the correct path of resolv-
ing differences through equal dia-
log based on mutual respect.”

Trump’s latest exemptions cover
almost $390 billion in U.S. imports

based on official U.S. 2024 trade
statistics, including more than
$101 billion from China, according
to data compiled by Gerard DiPip-
po, associate director of the Rand
China Research Center.

Trump on Saturday declined to
elaborate on the exemptions be-
yond the published memoranda
but hinted at further developments
on Monday.

“I'll give you that answer on Mon-
day. We'll be very specific on Mon-
day,” he told reporters on Air Force
One. “We'’re taking in a lot of mon-
ey; as a country we’re taking in a lot
of money.”

The White House also released
a corresponding memo indicating
that the exemptions also extend to
changes in small-parcel shipping
duties. Trump had moved to end the
so-called “de minimis” exemption,
beginning with China, that gener-
ally means parcels worth $800 or
below don’t face duties.

The tariff reprieve may prove
fleeting. The exclusions stem from
the initial order, which prevented
extra tariffs on certain sectors from
stacking cumulatively on top of the

country-wide rates. The exclusion is
a sign that the products may soon
be subject to a different tariff, albeit
almost surely a lower one for China.

The products that won’t be sub-
ject to Trump’s new tariffs include
machines used to make semicon-
ductors. That would be important
for Taiwan Semiconductor Man-
ufacturing Co., which has an-
nounced a major new investment
in the U.S., as well as other chip-
makers.

“All products that are properly
classified in these listed provisions
will be excluded from the reciprocal
tariffs,” the notice said.

The move appeared to exclude
the products from the 10% global
baseline tariff on other countries,
including Samsung Electronics
Co.’s home of South Korea.

The tariff reprieve does not extend
to a separate Trump levy on China
— a 20% duty applied to pressure
Beijing to crack down on fentanyl,
including the shipment of precur-
sor materials. Other previously ex-
isting levies, including those that
predate Trump’s current term, also
appear unaffected.

Israel hombs Gaza hospital as military
operations intensify

OMARTAMO

Bloomberg News

The Israeli army said it targeted a
command and control center used
by Hamas located inside Al Ahli
Hospital in northern Gaza, a day
after establishing a new corridor
dividing Rafah from the rest of the
Gaza Strip and expanding its mili-
tary offensive.

Hamas used the compound to
plan and execute attacks against
Israeli civilians and troops, the Is-
rael Defense Forces said Sunday.
The IDF took measures to minimize
harm to civilians prior to the strike,

including issuing warnings, using
precision-guided munitions, and
conducting aerial surveillance, it
added.

Hamas, designated a terrorist
organization by the U.S. and the
European Union, denied using the
hospital for military purposes. The
militant group added that Israel’s
attack placed the hospital out of
service.

Hours later, the Israeli military
said it struck another Hamas com-
mand and control center in Deir
al-Balah in central Gaza.

The bombing of one the few re-
maining functioning hospitals in

Gaza comes as Israel widens its
military offensive in the strip. The
strike underscores the mount-
ing toll on Gaza’s already crippled
health system, as fighting intensi-
fies and safe zones grow increas-
ingly scarce.

Thousands of fighters from
Hamas swarmed into Israel on Oc-
tober 7, 2023, killing 1,200 people
and taking 250 hostage, triggering
the war. Israel’s subsequent offen-
sive on Gaza has killed more than
50,000 people, according to the
Hamas-run health ministry. Isra-
el meanwhile has lost hundreds of
soldiers in the war.

Kansas lawmakers approve creation of new
child care department, change requlations

BY MORGAN CHILSON

Kansas Reflector

The House and Senate
moved forward this week
to create a new Kansas
Office of Early Childhood,
merging three depart-
ments that govern child
care in the state, while
loosening regulations for
child care providers and
providing an opt-out for
required child vaccina-
tions.

Both chambers
passed House Bill 2045,
sending the legislation
on to Gov. Laura Kelly for
her approval.

“This bipartisan legisla-
tion is a win for business-
es, child care providers
and most importantly,
Kansas children and
families,” Kelly said in a
statement. “Now, our ear-
ly childhood system will
no longer be bogged down
by inefficiencies and bu-
reaucratic red tape. I look
forward to signing House
Bill 2045 as we stream-
line access to high-qual-
ity early childhood ser-
vices and make Kansas
the premier place to raise
a family.”

The bill’s passage came
over objections from sev-
eral lawmakers about the
lack of a fiscal note and
opportunity to debate.

Sen. Beverly Gossage, a
Eudora Republican, said
the bill was the result of
three years’ worth of work
to put governance of pri-
vate child care under one
umbrella.

“We had licensing under
the Department of Educa-
tion, we had funding un-
der DCF, we had the Chil-
dren’s Cabinet,” she said.
“So the idea was to create
the Office of Early Child-
hood and have a director
in that office, overseeing
three subdivisions.”

The bill also looks at
child care regulations,
making changes to allow
fewer education require-

Senator

Beverly Gossage

Sen. Beverly Gossage spoke this week about the
importance of creating a new department, the Kansas
Early Childhood Office, to get all child-care governance
under one umbrella. (Sherman Smith/Kansas Reflector)

ments for some workers
in a child care facility and
changing ratios of the
number of adults to chil-
dren, Gossage said.

The bill also chang-
es vaccination require-
ments, allowing a child’s
guardian to avoid the im-
munization requirements
if they provide a signed
written statement that
immunizations violate
sincerely held religious
beliefs.

Several legislators
raised concerns that such
a significant change as
adding a new department
was coming before the
Legislature in a confer-
ence committee report,
which is negotiated by
representatives from both
the House and Senate and
can’t be amended by ei-
ther chamber. Sen. Doug
Shane, a Louisburg Re-
publican, said he thinks
the 63-page bill should
be debated in front of the
Senate.

“I really appreciate and
agree with a lot of chang-
es that are brought forth
in the bill, including try-
ing to decouple child care
from burdensome regula-
tions, but I'm concerned
without thoroughly vet-
ting this and with the
creation of a new agency
that we set ourselves up
for long-term challenges,”
he said. “Echoing the fa-
mous words of Ronald

Reagan, it feels a little bit
like we’re from the gov-
ernment and we’re here
to help, which is probably
what created our child
care crisis to begin with.”

In the House, Rep. Barb
Wasinger, a Hays Repub-
lican, raised concerns
about the bill’s fiscal
note, or lack thereof.

“It starts a whole new
agency, which means
more full-time employees,
which means more mon-
ey to the Children’s Cab-
inet. It means starting a
whole new preschool area
involved with child care
in the school district,”
she said. “I think this is

a good bill with some bad
changes.”

Rep. Susan Ruiz,
D-Shawnee, assured the
House that consolidating
departments under the
new banner of an Early
Childhood Office doesn’t
necessarily mean new
costs, but some represen-
tatives remained uncon-
vinced.

“l just cannot support
something where we don’t
know how it is going to
affect us financially,”
said Rep. Carrie Barth,
R-Baldwin City.

Rep. Sean Tarwater,
R-Stilwell, argued that
the changes to child care
regulations are much
needed.

“I had a lot of the same
concerns that you all do,
but over time we worked
through it and we think
this is a good bill,” he
said. “It’s going to open
up thousands of slots for
day care. One of the No. 1
reasons people are not in
the workforce is because
they can’t find day care
for their children. This
goes a long way in solving
that problem.”

The bill passed the Sen-
ate 30-10 and the House
99-23.
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Helpful Tips

8 tips for dyeing Easter
eggs
Coloring eggs is a beloved
Easter tradition. Eggs long
have been symbols of fer-
tility and rebirth, mak-
ing them fitting icons for
spring.
One story links eggs to
Easter as well. According
to some religious schol-
ars, Mary Magdalene, the
woman who was the first
person to see Jesus Christ
after His resurrection, was
holding a plain egg in her
hand while waiting for the
emperor to share the good
news. The emperor then
told her that Jesus' res-
urrection was as improb-
able as that egg suddenly
blushing. The egg then
turned red.
Dyeing eggs is an enter-
taining activity, but one
that also may have some
religious significance.
Many families will color
eggs this Easter, and these
guidelines can make the
process go smoothly.
- Wait until just before col-
oring to hard-boil eggs.

Magic Circle machine shop in Coffeyville has
an opening for a CNC Lathe Setup Tech.
» Will be responsible for programming, setting
up, and operating CNC lathes.
» Competitive pay and full benefits.
Apply in person at:
Acme Foundry
1502 spruce St., Coffeyville, KS
Or online at:
acmefoundry.net
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1502 Spruce St.
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Helpful Tips

Good Housekeeping rec-
ommends boiling eggs for
11 minutes for a hard boil.
Do not chill the eggs after-
ward; warm eggs absorb
color more effectively for
more vivid results.

- Egg dye can stain fur-
niture, clothing or table-
cloths. Therefore, dress in
clothing that you're not
worried about staining.
Also, cover work surfaces
with an old tablecloth and
newspapers to soak up
any spills.

- Make a drying rack to
ensure that eggs will dry
evenly. This can be a
rimmed cookie sheet lined
with layers of paper towels
to absorb any excess dye
that runs off the eggs. Or
push pins into thick foam
board and place the eggs
on top to allow air to cir-
culate.

Consider using glass
bowls or ceramic mugs to
house the colored dye so-
lutions. These vessels are
more sturdy than plastic
cups, and less likely to be
overturned by eager young
hands.

- Scissor-style tongs are
ideal tools for retrieving
eggs from the dye. Eggs
tend to slide off of the
spoons or wire rings pro-
vided in kits, leading to
splashing and kids dunk-
ing their fingers in to grab
eggs.

- Stir dyeing cups often to
guarantee consistent color.

Use electrical tape to
make patterns on Easter
eggs. Dip the eggs and let
dry. Afterwards, remove
the tape to reveal the de-
signs.

If food coloring-based

dyes seem too messy, use
watercolor paint sets and
allow everyone to get cre-
ative.
While some people may
want to use Easter eggs
for recipes later on, it
may be safer to boil up a
fresh batch of eggs for that
purpose, even if it seems
wasteful. According to Em-
ily Rubin, RD, LDN of the
Thomas Jefferson Univer-
sity Division of Gastroen-
terology and Hepatology,
"hard-boiled eggs should
be refrigerated within two
hours of cooking and dis-
carded if left out for more
than two hours at room
temperature." Chances are
it may take two hours or
more for children to find
hard-boiled eggs hidden by
the Easter bunny.

Did you know?
Outdoor living is wildly
popular, as more and
more homeowners are
bringing elements once
reserved for home interi-
ors into their backyards.
When designing outdoor
living spaces, homeown-
ers may learn about bio-
philic design, an architec-
tural concept that aims
to incorporate natural
elements into outdoor liv-
ing spaces. Proponents
of biophilic design say it
satisfies an innate hu-
man need to affiliate with
nature, thereby helping
to reduce stress that peo-
ple may experience after
being stuck indoors for
much of their days. Bio-
philic design is often part
of a home interior design,
but many homeowners
also embrace it when de-
signing their outdoor liv-
ing spaces. For example,
surrounding outdoor liv-
ing areas with noninva-
sive plants, flowers and
trees and using natural
materials like wood and
stone when building such
spaces are great ways to
embrace biophilic design
and create a tension-free
ambiance in outdoor liv-
ing spaces.
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