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How the First Edwards County Conservation District Election Happened

Edwards County’s
Conservation District
— one of 105 local
conservation districts
across Kansas — trac-
es its beginnings to the
era when soil erosion
and poor land stew-
ardship were pressing
issues throughout the
Great Plains.

In response to wide-
spread soil loss during
the Dust Bowl of the
1930s, the Kansas Leg-
islature passed the
Conservation Districts
Law in 1937. This law
created a framework
for locally governed
conservation districts
— political subdivi-
sions of state govern-
ment dedicated to ad-
dressing soil, water,
and related natural re-
source concerns at the
county level.

The first conserva-
tion district in Kan-
sas was established
in Labette County in
1938; over the next de-
cade, districts formed
in counties statewide.

The conservation
movement in Kan-
sas was supported by
multiple agencies, es-
pecially through the
partnership of the Kan-
sas Cooperative Exten-
sion Service and the
U.S. Soil Conservation
Service (now NRCS).
By 1954, every county
except Shawnee had
organized a conserva-
tion district following
the state law.

A key figure in the
early organization of
these districts was
Reuben C. Lind, an em-
ployee of the State Ex-
tension Service. Lind
served as Secretary
of the State Soil Con-
servation Committee
and was instrumental
in guiding local lead-
ers through the pro-
cess of forming their
conservation districts,
including ballot proce-
dures and elections for
district supervisors.

In Edwards County,
the first election for
district ~ supervisors

was held on Septem-
ber 13, 1943, under the
authority of the Kansas
State Soil Conserva-
tion Committee. Local
landowners who were
qualified electors —
meaning county resi-
dents who were U.S.
citizens and at least 18
years old — cast secret
ballots for candidates
running to serve on
the district's govern-
ing board.

The official tab-
ulation, printed in
the election notice,
showed that David
Britton, Harlow An-
derson, and Clarence
Michaelis received
the highest number of
votes and were there-
fore declared the first
elected supervisors of
the Edwards County
Conservation District.

This election estab-
lished the tradition
of locally elected cit-
izen leadership that
remains a hallmark of
Kansas conservation
districts today. Dis-

Labette County conservation district early-era photo

trict supervisors serve
multi-year terms and
work in partnership
with landowners, lo-
cal, state, and federal
agencies to encour-
age and carry out vol-
untary  conservation
practices that protect
soil, water, and other
natural resources.

As Kansas conserva-
tion districts grew in
number through the
1940s and early 1950s,
they became a criti-
cal component of the
state’s farm and ranch
community — help-
ing local residents im-

“Soil conservation district winners” group photo (Kansas Memory)

plement practices that
reduced erosion, im-
proved water quality,
and strengthened ag-

ricultural sustainabil-
ity for generations to
come.

Edwards County Conservation District
First Elected Board of Supervisors

NOTICE OF RESULT OF ELECTION FOR SUPERVISORS OF
EDWARDS COUNTY SOIL CONSERVATION DISTRICT
To all persons interested, notice is hereby given:
That the tabulation set out below gives a full, correct, and true
report of the result of an election for three supervisors for the
Edwards County Soil Conservation District, held on the 13th day

of September, 1943.

NAME OF CANDIDATES NO. OF VOTES
David Britton 124
Harlow Anderson 117
Clarence Michaelis 105
Russel Taylor 95
Earl Fisher 94
Merle Mundenke 80

David Britton, Harlow Anderson, and Clarence Michaelis being
the three candidates who received the largest number of votes,

were declared the elected supervisors for said district.
STATE SOIL CONSERVATION COMMITTEE

By R.C. Lind
Secretary
Dated:

21st day of September, 1943.

Manhattan, Kansas.
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“It is 1mp0551ble to have a healthy and sound

Thank you for doing your part!
Congratulations to the winners!

Foow
P. O. Box 248

620-324-5521

Serving Lewis and the surrounding area

Lewis, Kansas 67552

620.659.2111 -

Congrats to the conservation winners!
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CUSTOM CATTLE FEEDING
KINSLEY, KANSAS

“Prosper the farmer while
safeguarding the environment”

Iyree Aguﬁ

Aerial Application
Ground Application
Precision Ag Services
AgroLiquid Fertilizer
Crop Protection
Products
Pioneer Seed

1422 S. Briggs Avenue
Kinsley, KS 67547

Toll Free 866-897-3324
620-659-2208
www.tryeeag.com

Join the race
to make the
world a better

place...
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Romano’s Pizza
1000 E 10th
Kinsley, KS

® 659-2249

Edwards County

Congratulations to the

Conservatzon Awar%

partin conservatzon in many;face,

McKiLup

MEeMORIAL FunerAL HoOME
&

McKup's CrReMATORY, LLC
623 Marsh, Kinsley « 659-2311

ell r}d Batc

, iAmer aI

g on acr
travel

i) Skyland Grain, LLC
\ Connecting Our Producers To The World

620-492-6210

www.skylandgrain.com

For all of your Grain, Cotton,
Agronomy and Fuel needs!




