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Ottawa County Commissioner

District #3
Please remember this is NOT 

an official documentation of 
the minutes, it is meant to be 
an informative synopsis of 
County Commissioner ac-
tivities from my perspective. 
If you want more informa-
tion on a subject I mention 
here I encourage you to read 
the full minutes of the meet-
ings or watch the video of the 
meetings online at the Ot-
tawa County Website  https://
ks1497.cichosting.com/main/ 
Monday February 9th meet-

ing, Doug Plummer and Shei-
la Reed were with us to discuss 
meals at the Golden Wheel. It 
is going on 4 weeks now with 
no meals being served and lit-
tle to no communication with 

North Central Flint Hills Area 
Agency on Aging. We had a 
conference call with Linda 
Semple of NCFHAAA. The 
board of directors are explor-
ing options to get the meal 
program underway again. As 
a community it seems to be 
the time to band together to 
help move this project for-
ward. Please contact the Gold-
en Wheel with ideas or offers 
of help.
I was able to have Paul 

Hughes from the Kansas De-
partment of Commerce pres-
ent an informational power 
point on data centers. He 
was able to talk about current 
technology and how they will 
or will not impact neighbors 
of the site and our area in gen-
eral. He was very informative. 
He has been contacted by a 
couple of data center compa-
nies and contacted us to see if 
we are interested in hosting a 
data center location. There are 
many unanswered questions, 
but we are slowly moving for-
ward. The data center compa-
nies’ timeline is to have a site 
located and begin construc-
tion by 2030.
There was discussion about 

cooperating with Cloud 
County on a bridge replace-
ment in the northwest corner 

of the county. Chris Smith, 
Public Works Director, is 
negotiating details and will 
report back to the commis-
sioners. The subject of rough 
railroad crossing was brought 
up and Chris explained that 
we are at the mercy of the rail-
road company. We, as a coun-
ty, can’t do anything about it.   
Chris also mentioned that 

the solid waste committee met 
and discussed fees with no 
major changes for 2026. The 
annual meeting will be moved 
to December to make it easier 
for our staff to file year end re-
ports.
Sheriff Thornton has been re-

searching a vehicle fleet leas-
ing option for his vehicles. It 
seems this is the way to go to 
save quite a bit of money and 
eliminate “surprise” expen-
sive repairs. We have been 
fortunate that a couple big 
expenses such as a motor re-
placement have been covered 
by warranty, but there’s always 
the uncertainty….you never 
know….
There will be no commis-

sioner meeting and the court-
house will be closed Monday 
February 16th. Enjoy your 
President’s Day Holiday!
Thank you for the opportu-

nity to serve you! 

Commissioner’s Desk
G O V E R N M E N TG O V E R N M E N T

Mail Your Tax 
Return with USPS
Use the U.S. Postal Service to 

mail your tax return, get proof 
that you mailed it on a specific 
date with Certified Mail® or 
Registered Mail® service, and 
track its arrival at the IRS.
Federal Tax Deadlines:
April 15, 2026: Federal tax 

return filing deadline for tax 
year 2025.
The IRS considers a tax re-

turn to be filed on time if your 
envelope:
•	 Is properly addressed

•	 Has enough postage
•	 Is postmarked by the filing 

due date
As long as your envelope 

meets the above criteria, your 
tax return will be considered 
on time (even if it’s delivered 
after the due date).
Important: To ensure your 

tax return is postmarked on 
the day you mail it, ask a retail 
associate at a Post Office retail 
counter to hand-cancel it for 
free.

(First published in The Minneapolis Messenger on February 19, 2026)

  

 

 
 

ALLEN & ASSOCIATES LAW, LLC 
212 North Concord 
Minneapolis, Kansas 67467 
(785) 392-2105 

IN THE DISTRICT COURT OF OTTAWA COUNTY, KANSAS 
 

In the Matter of the Estate of 
JEANNE LARZALERE BLOOM, Deceased  Case No. OT - 26 PR 05 
 

NOTICE OF HEARING AND NOTICE TO CREDITORS 

THE STATE OF KANSAS TO ALL PERSONS CONCERNED: 

 
 You are hereby notified that a Petition has been filed in this Court by Jonathan E. Bloom praying for 

Letters of Administration, you are hereby required to file your written defenses thereto on or before March 17, 

2026 at 9:00 o’clock a.m. of said day, in said Court, in the City of Minneapolis, in Ottawa County, State of 

Kansas, at which time and place said cause will be heard. Should you fail, judgment and decree will be entered 

in due course upon the Petition. 

All creditors are notified to exhibit their demands against the estate within four months from the date of 

the first publication of this notice as provided by law and if their demands are not thus exhibited they shall be 

forever barred. 

 

       /s/ Jonathan E. Bloom    
       Jonathan E. Bloom, Petitioner 
 
 
 
 
 
PREPARED AND APPROVED BY: 
 
ALLEN & ASSOCIATES LAW, LLC 
Joseph A. Allen #14705 
Charles C. Lindberg #27466 
C. Richard Comfort #10849 
Alex C. Driskell #27917 
Torrance Parkins #26014 
212 North Concord 
Minneapolis, Kansas 67467 
(785) 392-2105 phone 
(785) 392-3233 fax 
j.allen-law@att.net 
 
___________________ 
Attorney for Petitioner 
 
 
 
 
TO THE PUBLISHER:  Please publish for three (3) consecutive Thursdays commencing February 19, 2026.  Immediately after the 
first publication of the Notice, please provide one (1) copy of said Notice to Joseph A. Allen, 212 N. Concord, Minneapolis, Kansas, 
67467.  Immediately after the third and final publication, please file your Proof of Publication with the Clerk of the District Court of 
Ottawa County, Kansas, with copy to this Office. 

(First published in The Minneapolis Messenger on February 19, 2026)

Meeting to Highlight 
How “Big Beautiful Bill” 
Impacts Local Farms
Area agricultural producers 

will have an opportunity to 
learn how recent federal leg-
islation could impact their op-
erations during an upcoming 
informational meeting hosted 
by the Ottawa County Farm 
Bureau.
The meeting, titled “Big Beau-

tiful Bill Act – How Does It Af-
fect Your Farm?”, will be held 
Wednesday, Feb. 25 at 7 p.m. 
in the Central Kansas Exten-
sion District meeting room, 
315 W. 3rd St., Minneapolis.  
The session will focus on how 

provisions within The One 
Big, Beautiful Bill Act may 
influence crop insurance pro-
grams, government payments 

and marketing opportunities 
for farmers and ranchers. Or-
ganizers say understanding 
these changes are key to help-
ing producers make informed 
decisions and protect their 
bottom line.
Featured speakers Scott 

Ahlvers and Tiffany Larkins 
of AgMark, LLC will share 
their expertise on grain and 
livestock marketing strategies, 
along with practical insights 
to help producers navigate 
today’s markets and maintain 
profitability.
All local agricultural produc-

ers are encouraged to attend 
and take part in the discus-
sion.

Saturday, Feb. 28, 2026 | 10 a.m. 

Legislative 
Coffee

Sen. Elaine Bowers  
and Rep. Dawn Wolf  

will be attending.

Coffee and 

donuts will be 

provided!

AVI Technical 
Academy

301 E. Seventh St. 
Delphos, KS  


