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District #3
Please remember this is NOT 

an official documentation of 
the minutes, it is meant to be an 
informative synopsis of County 
Commissioner activities from 
my perspective. If you want 
more information on a subject 
I mention here I encourage you 
to read the full minutes of the 
meetings or watch the video of 
the meetings online at the Ot-
tawa County Website  https://
ks1497.cichosting.com/main/
Our February 23rd meet-

ing began with a presentation 
by Bree Levine, a senior par-
ent from USD 240, about the 
importance of the after prom 
celebration and an explanation 
of how it works.  This event is 
important to keep our young 
people in a safe, fun environ-
ment during their celebrations.
The Ottawa County Museum 

Board of Directors is making 
progress towards their 501c3 
status. The commissioners are 
working with the board to iron 
out details of the changes. You 
should visit the museum to see 
the changes as the board had 
another work day on the 26th 
and things are changing! I will 
repeat again that no artifacts are 
being thrown away! Duplicate 
items and items that have no 
apparent ties to Ottawa County 
are being evaluated and possi-
bly relocated back to the donor 
or another museum.
Jeff Ebel gave us an outline of 

the options for selling the Blue 
Store. There are different proce-
dures depending on the value of 
the property. The option on the 
forefront of the discussion has 
been put forth by Doctor Curtis 
Stevens, USD 239 Superinten-
dent. He has presented a draft 
of a Memorandum of Under-
standing (MOU) between the 
school district and the County 
to use the facility for school 
district meetings and student 
based learning experiences. 
This would give our downtown 
businesses greater exposure 
when other school district per-
sonnel come to town for meet-
ings. It would also help involve 
our youth in a setting other 
than the school. Hopefully this 
would create some fond memo-
ries for them and increase the 
chances of graduates returning 

“home” after college or other 
higher education. All plans and 
options are being considered.
Bridge plans were discussed by 

Chris Smith, Public Works Di-
rector, about replacing a bridge 
in the extreme northwest part 
of our county. Final plans are 
still being worked out with 
Cloud County.
Chris also brought a renewal 

of the contract with John Deere 
for the mower tractors. The ar-
rangement seemed to work out 
well last year and the cost didn’t 
go up.
Tammi Cox, Ottawa Coun-

ty Clerk, mentioned that 
KWORX, our provider for 
workers compensation insur-
ance, had over estimated our 
premium for 2026 and issued 
an $11,322 refund. That’s al-
ways great news!
I have spent some time this 

week gathering more informa-
tion about data centers. I at-
tended Saline County’s Plan-
ning and Zoning meeting and 
have contacted other counties. 
Our planning and zoning needs 
to be updated to regulate this 
industry and alternative energy 
and that is in the works.
The winners of my $25 Choose 

Ottawa County gifts cards were 
Galen Reinhart and Billy Nich-
ols. Thank you for serving  Ot-
tawa County.  
Thank you for the opportunity 

to serve you! 

Commissioner’s Desk
G O V E R N M E N TG O V E R N M E N T

IN THE DISTRICT COURT OF OTTAWA COUNTY, KANSAS

IN THE MATTER OF THE ADOPTION OF

BABY GIRL WILSON, minor female

)
)
)

Case No. OT-2026-AD-000002

NOTICE OF HEARING

THE STATE OF KANSAS TO UNKNOWN FATHER, AND ALL PERSONS
CONCERNED:

You are hereby notified that a Petition for Adoption and a Petition for Termination of

Parental Rights of Father have been filed in said Court and praying for an order allowing the

adoption of Baby Girl Wilson, a minor female. You are hereby required to file your written defenses

thereto on or before the 14th day of April, 2026, at 11:00 a.m., on said day in the Ottawa County

District Court, the Honorable Jennifer L. Oliver, Presiding, said Court, in the City of Minneapolis,

Kansas, at which time and place said cause will be heard virtually. Should you fail therein, judgment

and decree will be entered in due course upon said Petitions.

RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED:

NORTON, WASSERMAN, JONES & KELLY, L.L.C.
213 S. Santa Fe
P.O. Box 2388
Salina, KS 67402-2388
(785) 827-3646
Fax: (785) 827-0538
E-mail:ram@nwjklaw.com 

By: /s/Robert A. Martin  
Robert A. Martin
SC # 16546
Attorneys for Petitioners
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(First published in The Minneapolis Messenger on March 5, 2026)

Results of the Market Study 
Analysis for Ottawa County for 

The Assessment Year 2026 
January 1, 2026 

 
 

PURSUANT TO L. 1991, CH 2792 
(TREND IDENTIFIED) RESIDENTIAL 

 
  

  "A study of the residential real estate market for older houses, 
i.e. built before 1945, indicated that there is an overall inflationary 
trend of 3% from 2025. 

 
  "A study of the residential real estate market for newer houses, 

i.e. built after 1945, indicated that there is an overall inflationary 
trend of 6% from 2025. 

 
  "A study of the commercial real estate market indicated there 

is an overall inflationary trend of 5% from 2025.  
 
  "A study of the real estate market for vacant lots indicated 

there is a stable market with no overall upward or downward trend. 
 
                                                                                                                               

Increase in the value of residences and businesses occur due to buying 
pressure in the market regardless of whether change has occurred in 
the property itself.  In addition, the value on a specific property may 
not follow the general market trend due to location or other factors.  
Changes in buyer demands as to age, style or condition and 
corrections to descriptive information about the property itself, or 
adjustments based on specific sales of comparable properties may 
affect each property differently. 
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