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Danny Simmelink
Danny Lee Simmelink was born

to Mary (Tucker) and Floyd Sim-
melink on December 11, 1950 at
Mitchell County Hospital, Be-
loit, KS.  He passed away at
his home surrounded by fam-
ily on October 23, 2024 at the
age of 73.  

Danny grew up on a farm
north of Cawker City, KS until
1962 when his family moved to
the farm northwest of Ionia, KS
where Danny farmed and ranched
the rest of his life.  In 1968 he
graduated from Esbon High
School.  He attended Beloit Technical Col-
lege for two years before being drafted dur-
ing the Vietnam War.  He joined the Navy
Seabees where he served for 2 ½ years.
Danny wed Marcy Ann Voboril on August
24, 1974.  To this union two children, Chad
and Kelli, were born.  Danny and Marcy
celebrated their 50th wedding anniversary
this year with their family.  

Due to the loss of his father, Danny
began managing the family farm as a
teenager.  Following his time in the service,
he returned to the farm where he continued
to build the business with Marcy.  In 2003,
together with Chad, they started a bred
heifer program, which was a highlight of
his farming and ranching career.  The
friendships formed with the cattlemen they
met along the way were very special to
Danny.

Danny enjoyed many things throughout
his life – snow and water skiing, fishing,
officiating basketball, coaching baseball,
following the markets (highs and lows),
DIY projects with Marcy, traveling, and
watching the kids and grandkids in their ac-
tivities.  He enjoyed visits with friends and
family and rarely missed the opportunity

for a good laugh. 
A committed community

member, Danny served on the
White Rock School District
board, Jewell County Conser-
vation District board, Odessa
Township board, Esbon Vol-
unteer Fire Department, and
Ionia Cemetery board.  He
was involved in numerous
church projects and served as

the Ionia Cemetery sexton for
many years.  A true neighbor, he

was always ready to lend a
hand when others were in

need. 
Danny will be greatly missed by his

family and loved ones. He is survived by
his wife, Marcy of the home; mother, Mary
(Tucker) Fiene of Smith Center, KS; chil-
dren and grandchildren, Chad (Jennifer),
Hannah, Bethany, and Luke Simmelink of
Esbon, KS and Kelli (Kurt), Brady, Collin,
and Leah Childs of Belleville, KS.  Brother,
Scott (Cathy) of Waterloo, NE; and many
nieces, nephews, and cousins.

He is preceded in death by his father,
Floyd Simmelink and brother, Ronnie Sim-
melink.   

Funeral services were Monday, Octo-
ber 28 at the Ionia Community Church.
Memorials may be given to the Esbon
Community Center or Solomon Valley
Hospice. Roberts Family Funeral Service
is in charge of arrangements.

Condolences may be left at www.roberts-
familyfs.com
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Gilbert Meyer’s 90th birthday
Gilbert’s family is honoring him with a

Birthday Card Shower
Wishes may be sent to:

319 Park Street, Smith Center, KS
66967

Hileman yet.
d) CMB Licenses-A mo-

tion was made by Wick,
seconded by Cole, to ap-
prove a 2025 Cereal Malt
Beverage licenses to Alta
and Dollar General. Motion
carried.

e) United Healthcare
Premium Rebate-Conaway
reported on rebates of
$17,484.43 from UHC
which must be distributed
either by reducing the pre-
mium for the upcoming
year or providing a cash re-
bate to employees. Follow-
ing discussion, a motion
was made by Wick, sec-
onded by Mansholt, to use
the rebate to reduce the pre-
mium for the upcoming
year. Motion carried.

V. Department Re-
ports/Committee & Board
Reports

a) Fire Department-Cole
read Chief McNary’s bian-
nual report to the council.

b) Golf Board-The min-
utes from the advisory
board meeting were re-
viewed by the council, with
no action items. The
greenskeeper is leaving the
grass longer due to the
pump being down and lack
of moisture.

c) Police Department-
Chief Marshall introduced
Josh Niles, adding that
Niles is a good addition to
the department. The council
welcomed Niles.

Peterson shared that the
Historical Society will be
hosting the haunted trail
over the upcoming two
weekends.

d) Hileman-Volunteers
and city crew members
worked on the tennis/pick-
leball courts and have them
playable again. Tiles have
been ordered to replace
those that were damaged.

Hileman asked the coun-
cil to consider a $500 pay-
ment to summer employee
Gary Vore, as he has been of
great help throughout the
season. Vore would like to
stay on to rebuild the
pedestals at roadside park.
Wick recommended a $250
payment on the next two
paychecks. Following addi-
tional discussion, a motion
was made by Cole, sec-
onded by Kingsbury, to pay
out the $500 bonus as rec-
ommended, and offer full-
time employment to Vore at
full-time step one. Motion
carried.

e) Clerk-Conawayshare-
d i n a c t i v i t y o n t w o a c -
countsatTheGuarantyState
Bank, proposing the bal-
ance of account ending in
0391 of $418.19 be trans-
ferred into the city’s savings
account; and the Hole in
One Fund to be closed and
re- opened as a Super
Savers account with better
interest. Following discus-
sion, a motion was made by
Peterson, seconded by
Wick, to approve closing
the 0391 account and trans-
ferring the funds to the sav-
ings account. Motion
carried. A motion was made
by Wick, seconded by Pe-
terson, to close the Hole in
One Fund and reopen as a
Super Savers account. Mo-
tion carried.

Transit Program-The
General Public Transporta-
tion Program will be host-
ing a RTAP training class
for the area at the firehouse
on Wednesday, October
23rd. Conaway also re-
ported on issues with both
of the 2023 Chrysler Voy-
agers. The transit program
triannual audit went well
and was completed last
week. Conaway also shared

that the program is honored
to provide transportation in
November to a Wish of a
Lifetime from AARP recip-
ient from Smith Center. The
noise level of the basketball
court above the city offices
was discussed. Some op-
tions to assist would be to
close the court to basket-
balls during office hours or
to look at ways to lessen the
sound and disruption. It was
the consensus of the council
to check on spray insulation
and to consult the Srader
Foundation.

Conaway shared the
CVR project funding will
be on the next agenda, when
Corina from NWKS Plan-
ning & Commission can at-
tend.

A motion was made by
Wick, seconded by Cole, to
appoint Terri Jones to the
Planning Commission. Mo-
tion carried.

Wick will not be able to
attend the next council
meeting.

Peterson thanked the
volunteers that helped out
during Old Settlers’ Day.

VI. Adjournment

A motion was made by
Kingsbury, seconded by Pe-
terson, to adjourn. Motion
carried. Meeting adjourned
at 7:32 p.m.

Surviving The Holidays
Grieving a loss?  Know someone who is?

Join us for this holiday seminar.
Encouragement, support, and valuable tools to

navigate the challenges of the season.
First Saint John Lutheran Church

332 North Adams Street
Kensington, Ks.66951

November 17, 2024
Sunday 2:00-4:00 pm

Linda Hommon
lhommon@hotmail.com

785-282-0260
griefshare.org/holidays

THANK YOU!

A very special thank you to all the surrounding

fire departments, the many friends & neighbors

who brought their tractors & equipment, hauled

water & helped contain & stop the fire 

southeast of Esbon. Thanks also to the men who brought horses 

to move cattle to safety. Thank You all! You’re the best!

Jerry & Paula Voboril, Derek Reed

•City minutes               Continued from Page 1

Halloween

Trick or Treaters filled Main Street Thursday afternoon for the Chamber’s
Downtown Halloween event.

Pam Gibble/SCP


