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P A I D  A D V E R T I S E M E N T

REEBLE’S
COUNTRY MARTS

1020 Merchant 
342-1461 2703 West Highway 50

Pay Your Respects, Not Your Life’s Savings!

501 W. 6th Ave. • 620-342-5522 2000 Prairie St. • 620-342-8317

Euler Insurance Agency Inc
Everett “Pete” Euler, Agent

920 Commercial, P.O. Box 605

Business: 620.342.6272     |     Residential: 620.343.6364

pete.euler.b6wt@statefarm.com

www.bluestemfarmandranch.com

2611 West Hwy. 50

Emporia, KS 66801

(620) 342-5502

(800) 800-7505

Mr. G’s Carwash & Storage
Featuring Water Wizard Automatics

Danny & Betty Giefer, Owners

716 East 12th Ave. • 2032 West 6th Ave. • 1901 West 6th Ave.
E-Mail Address: dagiefer@cableone.net  • (620) 343-0772

www.thurstonsplusautobody.com
BODY SHOP

(620) 342-2613

MECHANICAL

(620) 343-7063

ASSEMBLY OF GOD

CHRISTIAN CENTRO 

CRISTIANO DE 

EMPORIA 

902 Constitution  St. 
Emporia, 342-6177

BAPTIST

COUNTRYSIDE 

BAPTIST CHURCH 
6 First St., Americus

BETHEL BAPTIST 
1300 W. 12th Ave. 
Emporia, 342-7036

CALVARY BAPTIST 
702 Arundel St. 
Emporia, 342-0170

CEDAR CROSS 

MISSIONARY BAPTIST 
310 Whildin 
Emporia, 620-412-7184

CORNERSTONE 

BAPTIST 
315 S. Commercial St. 
Emporia, 343-6061

FIRST BAPTIST 
807 Constitution 
Emporia, 343-3112

IGLESIA BAUTISTA 
2 Constitution St. 
Emporia, 343-3929

LIGHTHOUSE BAPTIST 
4602 W. 18th Ave. 
Emporia, 
785-521-2110

READING FIRST 

BAPTIST 
101 Vine St. 
Reading, 341-3106

ST. JAMES BAPTIST 
730 Sylvan St. 
Emporia, 342-8218

SUNRISE FREE WILL 

BAPTIST 
1720 E. US Hwy 50 
Emporia, 342-3382

TWELFTH AVENUE 

BAPTIST 
2023 W. 12th Ave. 
Emporia, 342-8830

WEST SIDE BAPTIST 
2200 Prairie St. 
Emporia, 342-4142

CATHOLIC

DIDDE CATHOLIC 

CAMPUS CENTER 
1415 Merchant St. 
Emporia, 343-6765

SACRED HEART 

CATHOLIC 
101 Cottonwood St. 
Emporia, 342-1061

ST. CATHERINES 
205 S. Lawrence St. 
Emporia, 342-1368

ST. JOSEPH’S 
306 Iowa St, Olpe, KS 
66865

ST. MARY’S 
501 Mechanic St. 
Hartford

CHRISTIAN

CHRISTIAN MISSION 

MINISTRIES 

2910 W. US Hwy. 50 

Emporia, 341-9620

FIRST CHRISTIAN 

1702 W. 15th Ave 

Emporia, 342-1582

FLINT HILLS 

BIBLE CHURCH 

1836 E. US Hwy. 50 

Emporia, 342-0081

HARTFORD 

CHRISTIAN 

401 Mechanic St. 

Hartford, 392-5865

NEW LIFE CHRISTIAN 

1505 Road 175 

Emporia, 342-1144

THE CHURCH OF GOD 

OF PROPHECY 

721 Corinth 

Emporia, 366-2974

CHURCH OF CHRIST

CHURCH OF CHRIST 

502 W. 12th Ave. 

Emporia, 342-3999

EPISCOPAL

ST. ANDREWS 

EPISCOPAL 

828 Commercial St. 

Emporia, 342-1537

JEHOVAH’S WITNESSES

KINGDOM HALL OF 

JEHOVAHS WITNESSES 
631 E. Logan Ave. 
Emporia, 343-3008 
www.JW.org

LUTHERAN

FAITH LUTHERAN 
1348 Trailridge Rd. 
Emporia, 342-3590

MESSIAH LUTHERAN 
1101 Neosho St. 
Emporia, 342-8181

ST. MARKS LUTHERAN 
1508 W. 12th Ave. 
Emporia, 342-5850

METHODIST

AMERICUS UNITED 

METHODIST 
413 Walnut St. 
Americus, 366-5074

EBENEZER GLOBAL 

METHODIST 
4 1/2 miles west of Olpe on 
Rd 70, Olpe

ELMDALE UNITED 

METHODIST CHURCH 
Elmdale, 273-8691

FIRST UNITED 

METHODIST 
823 Merchant St. 
Emporia, 342-6186

GRACE UNITED 

METHODIST 
2 Neosho St. 
Emporia, 342-2240

HARTFORD UNITED 

METHODIST 

201 E. Park Ave. 

Hartford, 392-5752

MT. OLIVE AME 

601 Congress St., Emporia

NEOSHO RAPIDS 

UNITED METHODIST 

139 Commercial St. 

Neosho Rapids

OLPE UNITED 

METHODIST 

120 E. Listerschied St. 

Olpe, 475-3256

READING UNITED 

METHODIST 

25 Franklin St. 

Reading, 699-3808

SAFFORDVILLE 

UNITED METHODIST 

2450 YY Road 

Emporia, 620-412-9455

TRI-PARISH UMC 

ADMIRE UMC 

505 Market St 

Admire, KS 66830

ALLEN UMC 

521 Grimsley St. 

Allen, KS 66833

MILLER UMC 

4th St., Miller, KS 66848

NAZARENE

FIRST CHURCH OF 

THE NAZARENE 
2931 W. 24th Ave. 
Emporia, 342-2858

PENTECOSTAL

HERITAGE 

PENTECOSTAL 

CHURCH 
1827 Road G (Americus 
Rd.) 
Emporia, 342-2333

PRESBYTERIAN

EMPORIA 

PRESBYTERIAN 
802 Commercial St. 
Emporia, 342-0375

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN 
200 Maple St. 
Cottonwood Falls, 
273-6650

OTHER

CALVARY CHAPEL 

FELLOWSHIP 
1130 E. 9th Ave. 
Emporia, 229-3186

CHURCH OF JESUS 

CHRIST OF LATTER 

DAY SAINTS 
2313 Graphic Arts Road 
Emporia, 316-288-3736

NEW COVENANT 

CHURCH 
2300 E. 6th Ave. 
Emporia, 343-0032

FIRST 

CONGREGATIONAL 
326 W. 12th Ave. 
Emporia, 342-6854

FIRST FRIENDS 
615 E. 6th Ave. 
Emporia, 342-6734

FIRE ON THE PRAIRIE 
H20 Church. TV 
313 Broadway 
Cottonwood Falls

ISLAMIC CENTER OF 

EMPORIA 
1125 Mechanic St. 
Emporia, 343-9229

LIFE 
1801 Graphic Arts Rd. 
Emporia, 342-8620

REJOICE EVERMORE 
22 E. 5th Ave., Emporia 
620-344-2322

THE SALVATION ARMY 
327 Constitution St. 
Emporia, 342-3093

SARDIS 

CONGREGATIONAL 
Rds 140 & J 
Emporia

VICTORY FELLOWSHIP 
693 Road 190 
Emporia, 342-3676

Church Directory
Flint  

Hills  

Area

This devotional directory is brought to you by these businesses who encourage all of us to attend worship services.  

BY AMANDA DAVIS

amanda@emporia.com

The Regional Development 

Association (RDA) Board heard 

an update on the search for 

a permanent RDA President 

during its monthly meeting 

Friday morning. According to 

Lyle Butler, Interim RDA Pres-

ident, a new President could be 

tapped by early August. 

Butler said that Jorgenson 

Pace, the search firm leading 

the job hunt, has compiled a list 

of over 90 candidates that fit 

the criteria to take on the role 

of RDA President. The job post-

ing is on LinkedIn, the Interna-

tional Economic Development 

Council website, the Mid-Amer-

ica Economic Development 

Council, and is the subject of 

targeted media and email cam-

paigns.

Butler expressed satisfac-

tion in the ongoing selection 

process.

“My specific question to the 

consulting firm yesterday was, 

‘How do you feel the applica-

tions are coming in?’ Butler 

said. “They said ‘very good' and 

that they were pleased. That 

should give me and this com-

munity confidence that in the 

end, we'll get some very good 

applicants for this position.”

The search firm is in the pro-

cess of contacting applicants, 

and the RDA Presidential 

Search Committee will con-

duct interviews through Zoom. 

The final two to three candi-

dates selected will visit Em-

poria on July 24 and 25. Butler 

said that the Board could have 

a new President hired as early 

as August and as late as early 

September. 

The RDA Presidential Search 

Committee will prioritize find-

ing a candidate with an experi-

enced track record in economic 

development, Butler said.

“That's important for a com-

munity that has a lot of assets 

that would attract companies, 

but it would also help existing 

businesses grow in this commu-

nity too,” Butler said. “You want 

to bring someone in that’s got 

the experience and knowledge 

and know-how to make that 

happen.”

In other news, Dr. Caron 

Daugherty, President of 

Flint Hills Technical College 

(FHTC), shared the college’s 

strategic growth plan for 2025-

2030, as well as job placement 

and economic development sta-

tistics.

According to a study con-

ducted in 2022, FHTC saw 

overall 98% of former students 

employed or continuing educa-

tion one year after graduation. 

An economic impact analysis 

reported that in FHTC’s seven 

county service area, the com-

munity experienced an $11.4 

million impact.

Daugherty emphasized ad-

vancing student success as the 

driving force behind the strate-

gic plan. Four goals were iden-

tified - maintaining high-quality 

programs, supporting employ-

ees, enhancing facilities, and 

pouring into strong partner-

ships.

Varney and Associates re-

ported a financial review of 

RDA’s expenses last year, and 

found no financial misstatement 

that would need to be corrected 

for the financial statement to be 

deemed fair.

RDA Interim President gives 
update on presidential search

AMANDA DAVIS/GAZETTE

Well, the NO KINGS protest is 

over. Millions of people throughout 

the U. S. gathered to peacefully re-

mind the President he is not a king. 

During all the protests, including our 

own gathering here in Emporia, peo-

ple celebrated we the people, the Con-

stitution of the United States, lifted 

up the military, veterans, thanked law 

enforcement, leveled our grievances. 

The protests made sure the message 

that the United States is a govern-

ment of the people, by the people and 

for the people rang loud and clear, 

echoing the chant “No Kings.”

Now what? 

Now that the NO KINGS protest 

is over, what do we do here in Em-

poria to make life better? Protestors 

still need to hold elected officials 

accountable to their jobs by sending 

emails, letters and phone messages. 

Republican legislators all over Kan-

sas shouldn’t hide like Marshall, and 

they should be aware of your power. 

Now that you’ve shown up once, show 

up at every town hall and make your 

voices heard. 

We have to put more pressure on 

state legislators in regards to fully 

supporting Public Education, includ-

ing Special Education. Republicans 

still want to slip in funding for private 

education. 

I’m not a big fan of what occurred 

at ESU over the past few years, but I 

am an alumnus who  realizes ESU is 

still a vital part of Emporia’s economy. 

How do we help increase enrollment? 

I’m not concerned about attendance 

at sporting events. I’m concerned 

about students in class and the edu-

cation they are receiving. 

We need to put pressure on the leg-

islature to support our Veterans and 

the VA. Period - Full Stop. 

We need to help them understand 

healthcare for all, including children 

and food security, is necessary for a 

healthy workforce. A healthy work-

force will make all their millionaire 

and billionaire friends happy. Rural 

hospitals are in dire need. 

Locally, we need to quit badmouth-

ing Newman Regional Health. I know 

Stormont Vail may be making its way 

down here in 6 years, but what about 

until then? And you know what, even 

when Stormont Vail arrives to “save 

the day” (read with a heavy dose of 

sarcasm) we are still going to need 

Newman Regional Health.

Finally, here’s my big idea for all of 

Emporia that hopefully begins ASAP 

and sustains Emporia into the future, 

a hundred years from now.

Emporia’s future is going to need 

energy. So why doesn’t Emporia build 

its own solar energy plant? It could 

provide energy to the community ini-

tially and then expand to surrounding 

areas. It could sell energy to places 

like Americus, Olpe, Lebo, and indi-

viduals. It could be a money maker 

for Emporia. It’s a capitalistic adven-

ture, because the people of Emporia 

will own this energy plant. So it’s not 

socialism. The RDA can have the idea 

and develop it, but they can’t own it. 

The people own it. 

Why can’t Emporia build an en-

ergy plant to make Emporia money? 

Why can’t all community members 

become shareholders, if they choose? 

Why can’t Emporia build an energy 

storage plant for the future? Could so-

lar power help ESU and all businesses 

save money? 

The Flint Hills Technical College 

can train solar engineers and even 

train people to build solar panels. 

Could future housing codes/addi-

tions be encouraged/required to in-

clude solar panels as part of building 

specifications? A lot of communities 

are doing this, why don’t we join the 

parade? 

Could all the flat roof tops in Em-

poria be retrofitted with solar panels? 

I talked to Casey Wood down at Main 

Street almost 4 years ago about this. 

He suggested there might be a devel-

oper in town who might jump at the 

idea if there was an installer. Be think-

ing of other places where solar panels 

could be installed without diminish-

ing the skyline or view. Because this 

is an idea that is long overdue. 

Eldridge Cleaver said, “You’re ei-

ther part of the solution, or you’re 

part of the problem.” This may not 

be the path Emporia will take, I can 

accept that. But it is a sincere effort 

to focus Emporia’s attention on a long 

term solution to its economic and en-

ergy needs.

Now that this weekend’s protests 

are over, we need to find some more 

good trouble to get into.

The PITA Guy

a.k.a. Rev. Mic McGuire, Retired 

United Methodist Church Elder

Now What?


