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Kansans lament passage of Trump’s 
‘big, beautiful bill’

Rural elder care advocate: ‘You can’t bleed a system  
this significantly and expect it to remain healthy’

TOPEKA — President 
Trump’s spending and 
tax cut bill, which will 
add billions to the coun-
try’s budget, generated 
a tidal wave of predic-
tions about the effects 
on vulnerable Kansans.

In her role leading the 
Democratic Governors 
Association, Kansas 
Gov. Laura Kelly said 
states cannot make up 
the financial losses from 
the “disastrous budget” 
in H.R. 1, which the pres-
ident refers to as “one, 
big beautiful bill.” The 
House passed the mea-
sure on Thursday, send-
ing it to the president for 
his signature.

“While Washington 
Republicans contin-
ue to talk about ‘cost 
shifts,’ Democratic gov-
ernors have been clear 
that it will be impossible 
for states to respond to 
such massive cuts by 
backfilling with state 
resources,” Kelly said. 
“We cannot gut health 
care or let children go 
hungry in the name of 
giving tax breaks to the 
wealthy.”

The bill was passed 
by the Senate on July 2, 
with Kansas Sens. Roger 
Marshall and Jerry 
Moran voting in favor.

In the House, Kansas 
Rep. Sharice Davids, a 
Democrat, was the sole 
vote from the Sunflower 
State against the bill, 
with Republican Reps. 
Tracey Mann, Ron Estes 
and Derek Schmidt vot-
ing to pass.

Kansas stands 
to see costs for its 
Supplemental Nutrition 
Assistance Program in-
crease by at least $15 
million, said Erin La Row, 
spokeswoman for the 
Kansas Department for 
Children and Families.

That’s what it will cost 
Kansas to make up its 
share of administrative 
costs. The match is cur-
rently 50/50 and the 
bill increases that to a 
75/25 split, La Row said. 
In federal fiscal year 
2025, Kansas paid just 
more than $30 million for 
its share, and that would 
increase to about $45 
million.

Kansas would take an 
even larger financial hit 
in the state-federal cost 
share for SNAP benefits.

The bill penalizes 
states that have larger 
than acceptable error 
rates in processing SNAP 
benefits. Kansas had 
an error rate in 2023 of 
12%. La Row said its 2024 
rate dropped to 9.98%, 
which puts the state in a 
category to cost-share 
10% of the $413 million in 
SNAP benefits that were 
issued.

“The state would have 
to cost share just over 
$41 million (10%) under 
the Senate version,” La 
Row said in an email. 
“These changes would 
become effective Oct. 
1, 2027.”

If Kansas lowers its er-
ror rate to 5% or less, the 
bill drops cost-sharing to 
zero. 

Kansas House Speaker 
Dan Hawkins said in a 
news release that Gov. 
Laura Kelly was “fear-
mongering” about pos-
sible budget effects. 

He referred to the 2023 
error rate of 12% as the 
highest in the region 
and said Kelly and DCF 
failed to comply with 
federal demands to im-
prove efficiency.

“If Governor Kelly 
truly wants to avoid a 
hole in the state bud-
get, she needs to stop 
pointing fingers at the 
Trump Administration 
and focus on her own 
Administration’s repeat-
ed failure to effectively 
manage the SNAP pro-
gram,” Hawkins said. “A 
12% error rate is unac-
ceptable. Hard stop.”

The solution is to drop 
the error rate to 5% or 
below, he said, and the 
state budget won’t be 
affected.

 
MEDICAID COSTS

Kansans also can ex-
pect to see Medicaid 
cuts that will jeopardize 
Kansas hospitals and 
nursing homes, accord-
ing to reports by the 
United Methodist Health 
Ministry Fund and the 
REACH Healthcare 
Foundation. 

Kansas stands to lose 
nearly $3.9 billion in 
Medicaid funding, with 
Kansas hospitals stand-
ing to lose as much as 
$2.65 billion in funding 
over 10 years, the two 
organizations said in a 
news release.

A report from the 
National Rural Health 
Association and Manatt 
Health, released 
Tuesday, found that ru-
ral hospitals will lose 21 
cents out of every dollar 

they receive for fund-
ing Medicaid, the joint 
state and federal public 
health insurance pro-
gram that serves more 
than 360,000 Kansans.

Cindy Samuelson, 
spokeswoman for 
the Kansas Hospital 
Association, said 
Medicaid covers near-
ly one-third of all births 
in Kansas and cares for 
nearly two-thirds of all 
nursing home residents 
statewide.

“Kansas hospitals rely 
on Medicaid reimburse-
ment, which accounts 
for 15% of inpatient 
days on average,” she 
said. “Most Medicaid 
spending in Kansas sup-
ports the elderly and 
disabled, meaning cuts 
would impact those 
who need care the 
most.”

Reduced Medicaid 
funding translates to 
uninsured Kansans, 
which Samuelson said 
would drive up costs of 
uncompensated care, 
which shifts those costs 
to businesses and pri-
vate insurance payers. 
Sixty-seven percent of 
Kansas hospitals are op-
erating in the red, she 
said.

In a nod to the impact 
Medicaid cuts would 
have on rural hospitals, 
the Senate included 
a $50 billion rural hos-
pital fund in its bill, but 
that’s not enough, said 
David Jordan, presi-
dent and CEO of the 
United Methodist Health 
Ministry Fund. In a re-
search brief, Jordan’s 

organization said Kansas 
rural hospitals would re-
ceive about $811 million 
from that fund.

“It will not offset the 
billions of dollars that 
Kansas and Kansas hos-
pitals lose from the bill,” 
he said. “As you know, 
Kansas has more finan-
cially vulnerable hos-
pitals than any other 
state in the country and 
the average hospital 
in Kansas is operating 
with a -9.9% average. 
Our hospitals cannot af-
ford to absorb billions of 
dollars in Medicaid cuts 
without cutting services 
and/or possibly closing 
their doors.”

 
NO ‘COMMON SENSE’

Statements about 
the spending bill flowed 
throughout the week, 
challenging House rep-
resentatives to make 
changes, which didn’t 
happen.

“At a time when fam-
ilies are struggling to 
make ends meet, they 
just voted on a bill that, 
along with the tariffs, 
will make things even 
worse by stoking infla-
tion and raising interest 
rates,” said Kansas Sen. 
Cindy Holscher, who is 
running for governor, 
after the Senate vote. 
“Nothing about this bill 
says ‘common sense,’ 
and everything about it 
says ‘extremism.’ ”

Julie Govert Walter, 
executive director of 
the North Central-Flint 
Hills Area Agency on 
Aging, last week list-
ed seven concerns in 
a letter to the editor 
about the bill’s effects 
on older adults, care-
givers and people with 
disabilities.

“These proposed 
large cuts to the 
Medicaid program 
will have a signifi-
cant impact on our 
state’s ability to con-
tinue these essential 
(home and commu-
nity-based) services 
over time,” she said. 
“You cannot bleed a 
system this significantly 

and expect all of it to 
remain healthy.”

Among the seven is-
sues she addressed was 
expected closures of 
rural hospitals and clin-
ics as a result of funding 
cuts to Medicaid. 

“Not having available 
health care will speed 
the economic deteri-
oration of vulnerable 
Kansas communities 
and adversely affect 
the tax bases of coun-
ties and cities depen-
dent on a stable pop-
ulation,” Govert Walter 
said.

For more from the 
Kansas Reflector, visit 
kansasreflector.com.
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Nadine Seiler, 60, of Waldorf, Md., protested against the president’s tax cut and spending bill outside the U.S. Capitol on Wednesday as 
House Republicans were stalled in whipping enough votes for floor passage of the massive budget reconciliation bill.  ASHLEY MURRAY/
STATES NEWSROOM

FINNEY COUNTY JAIL EQUIPMENT- WHOLE 
BODY SECURITY SCANNING SYSTEM 

The Finney County Sheriff’s Office will be accepting 
bids to purchase a Whole Body Security Scanning 
System for the Jail that detects contraband, such as 
drugs, weapons, and other prohibited items, hidden on 
or within a person body or clothing. 

The specifications that we need to see on the Whole 
Body Security Scanning System are: 
-  Shipping costs
-  Warranty for parts and labor on entire system from 

time of delivery
-  Complete installation of the system -Duplicate 

Monitor Desktop Mount with touchscreen
-  5 Year warranty -Thermal camera incorporated into 

the body scanner as an option to take subjects 
temperature at the time of the photo is taken of the 
subject

-  Onsite training on system operations, radiation safety, 
and image interpretation Proposals should be sent by 
mail or email to the following: 

Finney County Sheriff’s Office Attention: Sheriff 
Steve Martinez 304 N 9th St Garden City, KS 
67846 Email: stevem@ficolec.org Bids will be 
accepted until August 1st , 2025 at noon.

Proposals for:

OC Organic Transition Farm Tour in Liberal, KS on July 24, 2025
For More Information: Contact Darryl Birkenfeld, Deputy Director, Ogallala 
Commons 806-336-1713 darryl@ogallalacommons.org 

Ogallala Commons (www.ogallalacommons.org), in partnership with K-State 
Research and Extension Wild West District, invites food producers, gardeners 
and the interested public to attend our Organic Transition Farm Tour on 
Thursday, July 24th at the K-State Research & Education Building (1081 
Stadium Ave) in Liberal, KS, from 9:00am-2:00pm Central Time. In addition to 
a visit to two farm sites, the tour will provide information for the transition to 
organic production of specialty crops, as well as networking opportunities. 

Doors will open at 8:30am for registration and light refreshments. After 
introductions, there will be a presentation on “Making the Transition to 
Organic Production for Specialty Crops” at 9:20am, offered by Dr. Tammy 
Counts, Director/Community Liaison, Kansas Black Farmers Association, 
Kansas City, MO.

At 10am, the group will depart for two vegetable production site visits. The 
first stop will be at 3 Sisters Specialty Crops in Liberal and the second will 
be The Shed in Plains, KS.

A pulled pork sandwich lunch will be provided at 12noon upon arrival at the 
second tour stop. The tour will adjourn at 2pm Central. 

The fee for attending the Summit is $15 per person, and those interested 
are asked to register by July 21st. Anyone can register online at this link: 
https://events.humanitix.com/organic-transition-farm-tour

Alternately, those interested can register by emailing or calling Darryl 
Birkenfeld (darryl@ogallalacommons.org or 806-336-1713). 

For questions or additional information, please contact Darryl Birkenfeld.


