
Monday,
April 21, 2025

Page 9local
Sharon Diane Gideon
Sharon Diane Gideon, age 68,

passed away on April 7, 2025 in
the presence of family.  Sharon,
or “Diane” Gideon was born on
February 15, 1957 in Wichita,
Kansas to Gwendolyn and ED
Nichols.

Diane is survived by her sib-
lings: sister Debbie Weldon of
Florien, Louisi-
ana, sister
Teresa Clegg
and her hus-
band Charles,
of Orange,
Texas, and
brother David
Nichols and his
wife Tina of Many, Louisiana.
She is preceded in death by her
beloved grandmother Ruby
Hensley; mother Gwendolyn
Polk; father ED Nichols; step-
father Frankie “Red” Polk; be-
loved niece Melissa Polk; and
beloved nephew Joshua Nichols.

Diane married Ricky “Rick”
Dirks in 1977 and she is survived
by their children, son Adam
Dirks and his wife Sara, of Man-
hattan, Kansas, and daughter
Jodi Davis and her husband
Johnnie, of Medicine Lodge,
Kansas; grandchildren: Daylynn,
Joe, Lexi, and Waylon; and
great-granddaughter Reagan.

Diane loved her morning cof-
fee.  She had a green thumb and
loved gardening, flowers, and
house plants.  She attended nurs-
ing school and worked as a nurse
for 25 years — a profession she
enjoyed and excelled at.  She
liked reading biographies and
was a big fan of Clint Eastwood
and loved old movies from the
50’s and 60’s.  In her younger
adult years, Diane was an avid
softball player, competing in co-
ed leagues in Pratt, Kansas,
where she brought joy and ca-
maraderie to every game.  Diane
always managed to put food on
the table and to ensure her kids
were happy and taken care of.
She had a remarkable talent for
helping her children appreciate
the simple, free joys in life, teach-
ing them that happiness and en-
tertainment did not require
money.  She loved small children
and babies, and had a way with
them.  Likewise, small children
and babies adored Diane.  Her
heart overflowed with love for
her grandchildren and great-
grandchild, cherishing every
moment she spent with them.

The family invites you to a
memorial service at Zenda
Methodist Church on Friday,
April 25th, 2025 at 3:00 p.m. in
Zenda, Kansas.  Cremation has
taken place.  Diane’s final rest-
ing place will be at Sandhill Cem-
etery in Yardell, Arkansas.

Prairie Rose Funeral Homes,
613 W 14th St ~ Harper, Kan-
sas  67058

Marilyn Marie Bell
Marilyn Marie Bell, 87, of

Medicine Lodge, Kansas, peace-
fully went to be with her Lord
and Savior Palm Sunday, April
13, 2025, in her home. She was
born September 4, 1937, in
Kingman, Kansas, the daughter
of Alfred Robert Bloesser and
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Olivia Marie
( S i m o s o n )
Bloesser.

M a r i l y n
g r a d u a t e d
from Kingman
High School in
1955. Follow-
ing, she at-
tended busi-
ness school in Wichita then
worked for Mobil Oil where she
enjoyed typing drilling reports for
the geologists. On August 25,
1957, she married Frank Gene
Bell in Kingman, Kansas and the
couple resided in Manhattan,
Kansas, for Gene to finish col-
lege. Upon Gene’s graduation
from Kansas State University,
the couple moved to Barber
County to start their farm and
ranch operation and raise their
family.

Marilyn and Gene were ac-
tive members and faithful ser-
vants at Union Chapel until its
closing, and they then joined the
congregation of Community
Bible Fellowship in Medicine
Lodge. Marilyn was a member
of the Union Chapel Ladies Aid,
Flying Eagle EHU, and a leader
in the Lone Eagle 4-H Club.
Marilyn enjoyed living on the
family farm in the Gyp Hills as
long as her health permitted. She
recently moved closer to town
to be nearer to family.

Marilyn was blessed with lov-
ing caregivers who enabled
Marilyn to stay in the comfort of
her home until her death. Family
members will forever appreciate
the loving care given by Angel,
Angela, Gabby, Heather,
Jeanette, Kayla, Lainey, Olivia
and Phinn.

Marilyn was preceded in
death by her husband; her par-
ents; and her brother (Bob).

Surviving are four daughters,
Karen (Rod) Cunningham of
Medicine Lodge, Pam (Kim)
Krehbiel of Pratt, Linda Bell of
Topeka, and Charlotte (Jeff)
Hoagland of Medicine Lodge; 11
grandchildren, Ryan (Karen)
Cunningham, Julie (Ryan)
McCoy, Christi (Brian) Bullock,
Landon (Andrea) Cunningham,
Colt Miller, Maranda Moody,
Melissa (Ty) Rebel, David
(Lauren) Krehbiel, Bryce (Lexi)
Krehbiel, Charli (Devin) Jones,
Cassi (Gavin) Fritz, Ashli (Kelly)
Snow, and Duston (Darrian)
Hoagland; 36 great grandchil-
dren; three great, great-grand-
children; a sister, Carolyn (Jim)
Scheer of Garden Plain; two sis-
ters-in law, Ginger (Frank)
Black of Littleton, Colorado, and
Carle Bell of Oklahoma City,
Oklahoma, and many nieces and
nephews.

Visitation was from 1:00 p.m.
to 8:00 p.m. with family present
from 6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.,
Thursday, April 17, 2025, at Com-
munity Bible Fellowship. Funeral
services were held at 10:00 a.m.,
Friday, April 18, 2025 at Com-
munity Bible Fellowship with
Pastor Dwain Richert officiat-
ing. Burial was at Highland Cem-
etery, Medicine Lodge.

Memorials may be made to
Community Bible Fellowship or
Marilyn Bell Scholarship Fund,
c/o, Larrison Funeral Home, 120
E. Lincoln, Medicine Lodge, KS
67104.

Online condolences may be
left at
www.larrisonmortuary.com
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which includes, picking up trash,
clearing logs, weed eating, mow-
ing, spreading mulch, etcetera.
The goal is to make the trail
around the lake easily accessible
for the public to use.

Announcements will be made
on the Official What’s Going on
in Medicine Lodge Facebook
page leading up to the event. In
the event of inclement weather,
a secondary date will be posted
there.
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For Breaking News,
Notices and Obituaries

school year and James Manning, summer weights, for the 24-25
school year; the resignations of: Kami Hahn, as MLHS girls head
basketball coach, at the end of the 24-25 school year, Mark Coley,
as MLHS girls assistant coach, at the end of the 24-25 school year
and Judd Dohrmann, as Head MLJH football coach at the end of
the 24-25 school year; an opening for a MLGS title/instructional
support position;

Renee Paxon, Family Liaison (Social Worker), effective 4/16/
25; MLGS donations: $50 from MLMH to MLGS Love Fund, $250
Health Habits from MLMH, and $20,000 MLGS PTO to GS Play-
ground project; JSHS donations: $50 from MLMH/Physicians Clinic
to the MLJSHS Love Fund, $200 from Indian Oil Company to
MLJSHS Print Shop for Sports Posters and $100 from GS Stuco to
MLJSHS Print Shop for 6th grade pennants; District donation: $4
donation from KS Tax Refund; BOE donation to HS Project Prom
for snacks and drinks up to $300; lowest bid from Eck Services for
$68,850, for the replacing MLJSHS water supply lines and bid for
MLJSHS asbestos tile removal in band and weight room by
Remediation Contractors for $9,990 and bid for District Office as-
bestos tile removal downstairs and little gym by Remediation Con-
tractors for $11,195; seek bids for GS playground equipment; buses
and MLJSHS kitchen/cafeteria public facility usage application from
the Barber County Conservation for May 10th for the wildflower
tour; personal leave requests from Cheryl Theis for May 16 (1/2
day) and May 19 (1/2 day), Liz Forsyth May 9th, Tiffany Barnes
May 8th and Trisha Barnard May 19th; first grade field trip to The
Menagerie-Brady’s Mammals in Alva, Oklahoma on April 29th,
second grade field trip to Great Salt Plains on May 16th and the
renewal of certified and classified employee contracts for the 25-
26 school year.


