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I’d rather take 
a pay cut!

So hide it in 
the basement 
until I can con-
vince the 
council it won’t 
cost too much!

In the meantime, what 
do you think? 

Mr. Mayor A comic strip loosely based a certain mayor in a particular small town in Kansas.

Mr. Mayor A comic strip loosely based a certain mayor in a particular small town in Kansas.

Mr. Mayor A comic strip loosely based a certain mayor in a particular small town in Kansas.

we need to ween out 
the ridiculous requests!

Which ones are the 
most ridiculous?

On second 
thought, that’s 

not a good idea!

Parks & Rec. wants 
jet skis, the airport 
wants a luxury jet, 
Public Utilities wants 
to feed the squirrels, 

the police want to 
replaces their cars 
with convertibles 

and of course, every 
year, the streets 

superintendent tries 
to slip in paving the 
streets with gold!

Since it’s time to set next year’s budget,

Build a castle in the park!
By Ryan D. 

Wilson

Where 
would we 
get all the 
money for 
all this?

Mr. Mayor A comic strip loosely based a certain mayor in a particular small town in Kansas.

How about 
we reduce 

your salary?

Mr. Mayor A comic strip loosely based a certain mayor in a particular small town in Kansas.

Are you sure that’s 
a good idea?

With budget season coming up, we should 
be open to suggestions from the public ....

The City 
Beautiful

The city 
should 
repave 

all of the 
streets!

The City 
Beautiful

Buy 
us all 
a car!

Let’s not get crazy!

But not giving you a raise isn’t on that list?

By Ryan D. 
Wilson

Are you referring to the 
elephant I got for the zoo?

Since we’re taking a hard look at the budget we 
need to talk about the elephant in the room ...

By Ryan D. 
Wilson

Forget I said anything!

Actually, I was referring to the large fund we’ve set 
up for discretionary spending, but let’s start there.

Sir, I can’t just 
send back a 
baby elephant!

Chief, I wasn’t able to get 
you new cars or bikes, but I 
think I’ve found a solution ...

That’s OK, 
sir, there’s 

always 
next year. 

Surely, you can’t 
be serious ...

The big cities use them, our 
town could be known for this!

What about 
the elephant?

And the other 
half loved it!

Last year, half the town 
threatened to move away!God, I love this country!

That’s our claim to fame!

If we’re trimming the budget we could shorten the 
week-long fireworks show for Independence Day. 

By Ryan D. 
Wilson

Our treasurer thinks we could double the 
budget with those kind of house calls.

Got to say, this was worth every penny!

Mr. Mayor A comic strip loosely based a certain mayor in a particular small town in Kansas.

What do you suggest?

You know, instead of cutting the budget, we 
could do some creative fundraising.

By Ryan D. 
Wilson

FROM THE PUBLISHER

Dog Tales: One thing  
you can’t lie to a dog about

By Ryan D. Wilson
   Union Publisher

The Golden Retriever is re-
lieved we’re done with fire-
works for now. She’s exhaust-
ed, and now she can finally get 
some rest.

Not only have the fireworks 
been keeping her up at night, 
but since she fancies herself 
as my personal guard dog, 
Ruby thinks she has to protect 
me from any and all threats – 
seen and unseen. Usually those 

threats are a customer, the mail-
man or a delivery driver and the 
occasional bird or squirrel.

But with all of the unseen 
threats, she’s been working 
overtime to protect me from 
those too. Every pop, crackle, 
boom and shriek is a threat she 
doesn’t know what to do about, 
except to make sure I’m still 
okay.

It doesn’t matter whether 
I’m just sitting at the desk, 
making dinner, in the bath-

room or even upstairs, Ruby 
has to make sure I’m okay. 
And I know she’s really con-
cerned, because she hates go-
ing up the stairs unless it’s for 
a really good reason.

For about two weeks, I’ve 
been trying to convince my 
four-legged shadow that it’s 
all OK. There is nothing to be 
scared about. But sometimes 
the unexpected noise catches 
me off guard, and she senses 
it’s not okay – especially at 

night, when I forget it’s been 
20 years and the fireworks 
sound too much like artillery 
and small arms fire.

You can’t lie to a dog about 
that.

So she stays close by, at my 
feet during the day; by my side 
at night. Whether she’s there 
for my comfort or for hers, I 
appreciate it all the same. 

And now that it’s over, it’s a 
great relief to watch Ruby sleep 
away the day on the couch.

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

What Sen. Moran didn’t say 
about the “Big Beautiful Bill”
Editor:
Senator Moran’s July 1 

Newsletter touted his vote for 
the Senator Marshall version 
of the “Big Beautiful Bill.”  
He said it prevents a “tax 
hike on middle class families 
and small businesses.” 

He didn’t mention that with 

the cuts in meals on wheels, 
medicare, medicaid, head-
start, nursing home care, food 
assistance programs, NPR, 
PBS and other programs that 
the only income group com-
ing out ahead with the tax 
cuts are the over $200,000 
income households. He spun 

the delay in the medicaid cuts 
as a chance for rural hospitals 
to not face many immediate 
cuts when the purpose was to 
not have the effects of the bill 
hit until after the 2026 elec-
tion.  

He didn’t say that he vot-
ed against an amendment to 

the defense appropriations 
that would have kept defense 
funds from being used to up-
grade the Qatari jet. His vote 
for $30 billion increase for 
ICE agent funding will give 
us tens of thousands of ad-

See Bill, Page 5
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PATERNAL PROGRESS

They’re watching what you notice

By Derek Moeller-Smith
   derek@paternalprogress.com

Your attention is a signal.
They’ll learn to look for 

flaws if you always point out 
what’s wrong.

If you stop to appreciate beau-
ty, effort, or kindness, they’ll 
learn that those things matter.

You don’t have to fake posi-
tivity. You have to be intention-
al about what you let your kids 
see you value.

In “The Danish Way of Par-
enting,” authors Jessica Joelle 
Alexander and Iben Sanahl 
call this reframing—shaping 
how kids interpret the world by 

showing them what’s worth fo-
cusing on.

“The language we use is ex-
tremely powerful. It is the frame 
through which we perceive and de-
scribe ourselves and our picture of 
the world,” they write. “All change 
involves a change in language. A 
problem is only a problem if it is 
referred to as a problem.”

One of my favorite children’s 
books, “What Do You Do With 
a Problem?,” expresses this 
idea in a kid-friendly way.

“When I got face-to-face with 
it, I discovered something,” the 
narrator says. “My problem 
wasn’t what I thought it was. 
I discovered it had something 
beautiful inside. My problem 
held an opportunity!”

If we constantly comment on 
their messes, flaws, and fum-
bles, they will learn that those 
are the things that matter.

If we instead use those mo-
ments to validate their efforts 
and teach them how to improve, 

we will also help them become 
more confident and resilient.

What you notice becomes 
their mirror. Choose your reflec-
tions wisely.

For more reflections on father-
hood, philosophy, and emotional 
growth, subscribe to Derek’s 
weekly newsletter at paternal-
progress.com. If you’re interested 
in any of the books or resources 
mentioned in this column, you 
can find more information at pa-
ternalprogress.com/p/bookshelf.

A problem is 
only a problem  
if it is referred  

to as a problem

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

Be a good example for the children
I was just reading a story 

about a couple who are celebrat-
ing their 80th wedding anniver-
sary and the fact that there are 
only 68 other recorded couples 
to reach this mark in the United 
States since the mid 1700’s.

I am so very amazed and im-
pressed by this couple and that 
they did it in these very trying 
times.   That is they made a 
promise to each other back in 
1945 and today they are still 
keeping that promise.  What 
a great example in today’s 
world where few seem to value 
their own words let alone their 
promises.  That is in today’s 
world when promises and vows 
are often broken in a matter of 
hours and even minutes after 
they are made.

A good example of that is, in 
today’s world, our elected offi-
cials are more concerned about 
getting re-elected than they are 
about doing what they said they 
would do if they were elected.  

That is to keep the promises as 
to what they would do if they 
were elected to office.

I know some of the bills they 
vote on are very long (at the 
federal level up to and over 
1,000 pages long) and those 
bills will take awhile to read 
and understand.

The fact that the bills are so 
very long is the best reason the 
bills should be read and under-
stood by all who will vote on 
them before they are voted on.  
If a bill is not read it becomes 
very easy to add (hide) things 
that are only good for one or a 
few people and not the United 
States as a whole.

I know there are so many 
things that come up for dis-

cussion and votes.  That is for 
those in office to make deci-
sions on but I do think that 
they need to spend the time 
necessary to do their job (that 
was always expected of me 
all the years that I worked for 
others).  There are so many 
things for them to decide on.  
Even though this is true they 
routinely take days off and go 
on vacations and then use the 
excuse that they did not know 
that something was in the bill.  
They really should try study-
ing the bills before they vote 
on them, that would help a lot.  
This would lead to shorter and 
easier to understand bills.

The way it is done by many 
today sets a very poor example 

for the elected official’s con-
stituents and because of the 
elected official’s actions the 
constituents are not well repre-
sented.

Everyone knows this is the 
way things are done these days 
and that is very sad.  Everyone 
knows and many even accept it 
and then make jokes about it.  
This also sets a very bad ex-
ample of how things should be 
done.

A bad example for the chil-
dren, who look to us grown-
ups for guidance on how they 
should act.

What an example for our 
children.

 Gerald L. Gerloff
 Junction City

Letter policy:
The Union welcomes and encourages 

letters to the editor. Rules on submissions 
include:

1. No profanity.
2. Libelous, slanderous or outright false 
information will not be permitted.
3. Keep it civil. No insulting other indi-
viduals, businesses or other organizations.
4. Letters endorsing political candidates 
will not be printed in the week before an 
election.
5. All letters must be signed with submit-
ter’s name and hometown.
6. Letters may be edited for length.
We may ask the submitter to edit their 

letter to meet our guidelines, or reject let-
ters that do not come from readers or from 
in-county residents, or to reject a letter for 
another reason not listed here.

To submit a letter, please send it to newse-
ditordispatch@gmail.com or drop off a pa-
per copy to P.O Box 519, Clay Center, KS 
67432

ditional masked unidentified 
snatchers of people. 

They will be spirited away 

to the new $46 billion in pri-
vately run detention centers. 
He didn’t mention that as 
Elon Musk says the bill un-

dermines America’s strategic 
future in crucial sectors like 
technology and renewable 
energy.

Thank you, Ron Svaty, Ellsworth
Ron Svaty is a retired dis-

trict judge who served Ells-
worth County.

Bill, From Page 4

What Sen. Moran didn’t say 
about the “Big Beautiful Bill”


