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Classified Advertising
Notices

Card of Thanks
90¢ per line with a minimum

charge of $7.00

Rates quoted above are for ads paid with
insertion order.

Have you received a postcard in

the mail to renew your subscrip-

tion for another year? Or was the

address stamped “SUBSCRIPTION

DUE”? Maybe it was circled in red.

You don't want to miss the News!

Subscription rates are listed on page

two.

PLEASE REMEMBER

We need your "Zip Code + 4".

Thank You for your assistance.
______________________________________

FOR SALE
ITEMS FOR SALE - Place an item or
several items for sale in the Lucas-Syl-
van News. Up to 8 lines for $7.00. Call
(785) 525-6355.
_________________________________
FOR SALE - 2000-2004 Ford F-150
Stepside Pickup Bed. The pickup bed
has been sanded and primed. No rust.
It comes with tailgate and lights. Di-
mensions are 77.88" L x 53.63" W. $475.
Please call (785) 658-5558.
__________________________________
FOR SALE - Envelopes: #9 Double
Window, gummed seal, white with a blue
tint security. Envelopes measure 3 7/8”
x 8 7/8”. A box has 500 envelopes. $25.00
for one box of envelopes. I have 4 boxes
on hand, buy all 4 for $80. Call Lucas
Publishing Company (785) 525-6355.
_________________________________

* NOTICE *

BUY - SALE - TRADE - The Classi-
fied ads section of this newspaper will
help you sell your item. Call us at (785)
525-6355; 1-800-286-7571; FAX (785)
525-6356 or email: lusynews@gmail.com
Let the Classified ads work for you.
__________________________________

BUY - SALE - TRADE - The Classi-
fied ads section of this newspaper will
help you sell your item. Call us at (785)
525-6355; 1-800-286-7571; FAX (785)
525-6356 or email: lusynews@gmail.com.
Let the Classified ads work for you.
__________________________________

WANTED

Kansas Farm Bureau.....Insight
Jackie Mundt, Pratt County farmer and rancher

Attitudes for the best possible
experience

Earlier this month, I traveled to South
Africa with the American Farm Bureau’s
Partners in Advocacy Leadership pro-
gram. Our group has been exploring la-
bor challenges in agriculture, and South
Africa offered valuable perspective. The
country is a major provider of H-2A guest
workers, who fill critical labor gaps on
U.S. farms and harvest crews.

Alongside labor issues, we learned
about South Africa’s agriculture, trade,
geography, natural resources, government
and culture. We were fortunate to have
an exceptional guide, Manuela, who
brought our trip to life. In fact, when I
posted a photo of her online, a friend
commented that she had also been his
guide during a Kansas State University
trip more than a decade ago — a small
reminder of the close ties within agricul-
ture.

One lesson I’ve learned from travel-
ing, both near and far, is a good guide
makes all the difference. Manuela, who
has lived in South Africa most of her
life, offered not just knowledge but also
passion for her country, flaws and all.
Her decades of experience gave us in-
sights we would have missed on our own.

Still, even a great guide can’t control
everything. When we visited Kruger
National Park, luck and timing played
their part. Within minutes of entering,
we saw elephants and a zebra. Over the
next eight hours, we encountered giraffes,
lions, cape buffalo, hippos, kudu, baboons,
waterbuck and even a leopard. None of
us had been to the park before, but we
recognized that this was no ordinary day.

Our group’s excitement turned play-
ful as we joked about what else was on
our “bingo cards.” It felt almost as if we
were willing each new sighting into re-
ality. At day’s end, Manuela confirmed
our experience had been extraordinary

— even for her. She explained that in
her decades of guiding, she had rarely
seen such abundance in a single visit.

Manuela went further, suggesting that
our group’s positive energy helped shape
the day. She contrasted our attitudes
with those of groups she described as
entitled, rude or negative. Those groups,
she said, often encounter endless prob-
lems: uncooperative weather, vehicle
breakdowns or the inability to spot even
common animals.

By contrast, she attributed our suc-
cess to our respectful, grateful and up-
beat spirit. Her words struck a chord.
We became even more intentional about
being the best group we could be — and
the magic continued. We saw wildlife up
close, connected with people who shared
powerful personal stories, stumbled into
unexpected discoveries and even had
weather that seemed to turn favorable
just when we needed it.

As a farmer, I know our attitudes
didn’t change the weather. But I also
know from experience that mindset mat-
ters. Looking back at different moments
in my life, I can see how energy — posi-
tive or negative — often sets the tone
for outcomes.

Of course, optimism doesn’t guaran-
tee perfection. Crops fail, machinery
breaks and plans unravel despite the
best intentions. Yet when we approach
challenges with gratitude and resilience,
we’re better equipped to notice opportu-
nities, appreciate small victories, and turn
setbacks into stories worth telling.

Traveling in South Africa reinforced
this simple truth: attitude shapes expe-
rience. Believing you’ll meet inspiring
people, witness unforgettable moments
and learn something new won’t make it
certain — but it makes it far more likely.
And when that belief spreads through a
group, the results can feel nothing short
of extraordinary.

Answers from Post Rock Extension
Cassie Thiessen, Post Rock Extension District Agriculture Agent,Horticulture,

K-State Research and Extension

Fall Lawn Care
While the gardening season may be

winding down, fall is the ideal time to
focus on your lawn. September is the
prime month to fertilize cool-season
grasses like tall fescue and bluegrass.
It’s also a great opportunity to tackle
important lawn maintenance tasks such
as overseeding and weed control, setting
your yard up for a healthy start next
spring.

If you have a cool-season lawn, such
as tall fescue or Kentucky bluegrass, now
is the perfect time to overseed. Lawns
that have become thin over the summer
can be thickened up by overseeding dur-
ing September. Start by mowing the grass
shorter than normal, about one to one
and a half inches, and removing the clip-
pings. This will make it easier to achieve
good seed-soil contact and increase the
amount of light that will reach the young
seedlings. Good seed-soil contact is vital
if the overseeding is to be successful.
Excess thatch can prevent the seed from
reaching the soil and germinating. Nor-
mally we want 1/4 inch of thatch or less
when overseeding. If the thatch layer is
3/4 inch or more, it is usually easiest to
use a sod cutter to remove it and start
over with a new lawn. A power rake can
be used to reduce a thatch layer that is
less than 3/4 inch but more than a quar-
ter inch.

If your lawn is compacted or you have
hard, clay soil you will need to aerate
before you seed. This can be done in
various ways. For small spots, a hand
rake can be used to roughen up the soil
before the seed is applied. A verticut
machine has solid vertical blades that
can be set to cut furrows in the soil. It is
best to go in two different directions with
the machine. A slit seeder is a verticut
machine with a seed hopper added, so
the soil prep and seeding operation are
combined. Another option is to use a
core aerator. The core aerator will punch
holes in the soil and deposit the soil
cores on the surface of the ground. Each
hole produces an excellent environment
for seed germination and growth. Make
three to four passes with the core aera-
tor to ensure enough holes for the seed.
Using a core aerator has the additional
benefit of reducing the amount of water-
ing needed to get the seed germinated
and growing. Aeration also increases the
water infiltration rate, decreases com-
paction, and increases the amount of
oxygen in the soil.

If you just want to give your
lawn a little boost without overseeding,
September is the best time to apply fer-
tilizer. These grasses are entering their
fall growth cycle as days shorten and
temperatures moderate. Cool-season
grasses naturally thicken up in the fall
by tillering. This means they are grow-
ing and forming new shoots at the base
of existing plants.

Nitrogen (N), the first number listed
on a bag of fertilizer, helps thicken the
stand and encourages the development
of a healthy root system. Apply 1 to 1.5
pounds of actual nitrogen per 1,000
square feet. The settings recommended
on lawn fertilizer bags usually result in
about 1 pound of nitrogen per 1,000
square feet. A strong root system is the
foundation of a nice lawn. Cooler tem-
peratures, fall rain, and the addition of
nutrients help the lawn to recover from
stressful summer conditions. The food is
converted into new roots, crowns, and
shoots. This application helps to thicken
up thin areas. A dense, healthy lawn is
our best defense against weeds, and that
prevention starts with this application
of fertilizer.

Choosing the right type of fertilizer
is important. Nitrogen in fertilizer is the
most important nutrient, as it is needed
in the greatest quantities by the turf.
We recommend a quick-release source of
nitrogen at this time. Most fertilizers
sold in garden centers and department
stores contain either quick-release nitro-
gen or a mixture of quick- and slow-
release. Usually only lawn fertilizers rec-
ommended for summer use contain slow-
release nitrogen. Any of the others should
be quick-release. Nitrogen is essential
for healthy growth, color, and density.
Vigorously growing lawns use more than
is available in the soil, so it must be
replenished on a regular basis.

The second most important fertiliza-
tion of cool-season grasses also occurs
during the fall. A November fertilizer
application will help the grass green up
earlier next spring and provide the nu-
trients needed until summer. It should
also be quick-release applied at the rate
of 1 pound of actual nitrogen per 1,000
square feet.

Be the envy of all your neighbors this
year with a thick, lush lawn. Incorporat-
ing a few of these steps into your lawn
care routine is sure to green up your
yard. If you have any questions, please
call your local Extension office.

K-State experts share strategy for
dealing with armyworminfestations

As recent harvests and scouting re-
ports may indicate, armyworms and fall
armyworms seem to become a more se-
rious problem for Kansas farmers each
year.

For those who may have experienced
problems with the insects this year, Kan-
sas State University crop entomologist
Jeff Whitworth and agronomist Tina
Sullivan say it’s a good idea to under-
stand the issue and develop tactics for
tackling future infestations.

Whitworth said the start of any good
management program involves early
scouting.

“Start by periodically monitoring
whatever the vulnerable area you are
worried about is to detect any infesta-
tion while the ‘worms’ are still small
and have not yet caused much damage,”
Whitworth said.

When scouting, it’s important to know
the thresholds that signal when action
should be taken.

“Generalized thresholds are four to five
larvae per square foot,” Sullivan said.

Usually two to four generations of
armyworms per growing season means
monitoring should continue until tem-
peratures turn cold, approximately mid-
20 degrees Farenheit for two hours,
Whitworth said.

While armyworm infestations cannot
be totally prevented, Whitworth recom-
mends traps available to deploy around
target areas.

“These traps will not control or pre-
vent an infestation, but they can catch

By Madeline Drake, K-State Extension news service

the moths to indicate when these adults
are actually flying and thus depositing
eggs,” he said.

“Armyworms have chewing mouth
parts, thus they bite and chew their food,
most often a grass crop like sorghum,
brome, wheat, fescue or other,” Whitworth
said. “Armyworms eat off the above
ground green portion of whatever grass
the moth deposited the eggs on.”

Once a field is infested with army-
worms, there are some options for eradi-
cating them with insecticides.

“There are several insecticides labeled
for armyworm control. Most work quite
well if utilized according to the label,”
Whitworth said.

Sullivan added that forage stands are
especially vulnerable.

“Our forage stands tend to be the
most damaged year after year. The cost
of insecticide applications is often more
economical compared to the seed and
planting costs of re-establishing any of
our forage fields – tame or native,” she
said.

Maintaining a healthy forage stand,
Sullivan noted, comes down to good fer-
tility, timely grazing and cutting sched-
ules, and awareness of weather condi-
tions.

SHOP at HOME


