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USD 275 Triplains 
located in Winona, KS 
is advertising for an 

Elementary 
Paraprofessional 

for the 25-26 school year.  To apply 
contact Lamar Bergsten at 785-846-7869

Craig Richards Grant Huck

N E E D A C H A N G E ?

D O E S Y O U R

Legals   

 An inch and a half  in the bucket this morning, and 
that changes my week.   The well will get some time 
off  and except for keeping the pots watered, we will 
not be dragging hoses for a few days.  These rains are 
keeping us encouraged, and our fall dryland corn 
harvest is looking much better than in years past.  The 
onion harvest has been drying on the west deck in the 
shade for several weeks and we trimmed them back 
and cleaned them up forstorage in the cool basement.  
I rough chop some in the food processor, packaging 
one cup measurements pressed flat in sandwich bags 
and then packing the bags in a one gallon freezer bag 
that keeps us in chopped onion all winter without the 
mess of  chopping every time you need chopped onion 
for soups, chili, meatloaf, tacos and casseroles.  Filling 
fifty bags seems like a lot, but that is only one bag a 
week and by next onion harvest they are all gone. 

 As the garden boxes are harvested, a new layer of  
compost is added and then piled high with clean wheat 
straw for the winter.  I noticed the local garden centers 
are stocking bales of  wheat straw and the benefits 
of  covering your empty garden plots or beds means 
you will be ready to plant next spring.  Don’t let them 
bake in the sun or freeze and thaw all winter without 
covering them with mulch or a fall crop that you can 
turn under next spring.  

 It is time to plant a fall salad garden. Radishes, 
turnips, lettuce, arugula and kale will germinate 
quickly in the warm soil.   We probably have two 
months before frost and putting a garden grow box to 
work makes good sense and provides some delicious 
greens for the table.  

  Do not fertilize warm season turf  anymore this 
year.   But don’t miss the most important time of  the 
whole year to fertilize strawberries.  Strawberries are 
setting new buds for next seasons harvest and a boost 
of  fertilizer will make a big difference next spring.  We 
no longer can handle a strawberry patch and miss it.  
Scatter  16-4-4  or something similar and water it in.   
Repeat in two weeks.  

   Rose  of  Sharon shrubs are blooming now, reminding 
us that it is a good  idea to include them in our 
landscaping plans.  Althea can be invasive, reseeding 
in places that can be a problem.  Read labels carefully, 
and choose sterile plants that will behave in your 
landscaping plans. There is  often goodopportunity 
to start a landscaping redo in the fall, instead of  the 
spring.  A cold, wet spring can delay plans, but in the 
next two or three months a lot can be accomplished 
while the weather is on your side and plants are on 
sale in nurseries that are trying to reduce inventory 
for the winter months.  

  If    you  are  trying  to  grow   a  row   of   ornamental 
sunflowers, keep a close eye out for worms that can 
chew up a row of  flowers in a day.   I know most of  
the worms turn into pretty butterflies, but diligence 
can save the day if  you are counting on flowers.  The 
hummers keep me company while I deadhead in the 
flower beds.   I brought four parsley worms inside, 
and after feeding them parsley and dill for several 
weeks, they are now hanging in their cocoons in the 
jar.  Nature just keeps me in awe, in so many ways.  I 
am so grateful for a childhood that included a close 
encounter with the wild, and now in my eighties I can 
still wonder and be thankful for a Creator that just 
keeps entertaining us. 

Hoe & Tell
By Shirley Buller

“Master Gardner”
vsbuller60@gmail.com
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Annie Oakley 4-H Club booth at the 
Logan County Fair
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