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NEWS IN 
BRIEF

RURITANS BBQ SUPPER
The Pottawatomie Ruritan 
Club is sponsoring a BBQ 
supper on Saturday, August 
9, from 5 p.m. - 7 p.m. at the 
Lane Fire Station. Choice of 
smoked beef, turkey & pork 
sandwiches, baked beans, 
coleslaw, potato salad & 
drinks will be servced. Adults 
$12. Sandwich $7. Children 6 
& under $6.

KEIM BENEFIT SET
A dinner followed by an 
auction will be held Friday 
August 8th at the Amish 
Community Building (18363 
NW 1800 Rd, Garnett) for 
Chris Keim, who was recent-
ly injured in an accident. 
Dinner will be served from 
5:00-7:30 p.m. The menu 
is grilled chicken, mashed 
potatoes and gravy, salad, 
mixed vegetables, and din-
ner rolls. Dessert will be 
homemade pies and home-
made ice cream. Donations 
for the auction would be 
greatly appreciated and 
can be dropped off at 7th 
Street Grocery (22800 1700 
Rd Garnett KS) or next door 
at Midwest Surplus! See a 
partial list of auction items in 
today’s paper on page 12.

HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
TO MEET AUGUST 7
The monthly meeting of the 
Anderson County Historical 
Society will be held on 
Thursday, August 7 at the 
Community Building in the 
North Park. The meeting will 
start with a potluck dinner at 
6:30, p.m. The program will 
follow at 7:15 p.m. Dennis 
Peters will be presenting 
the program on the former 
town of Berea. Everyone is 
welcome.

AMERICAN LEGION 
BINGO
Bingo at American Legion 
Post 48 Garnett will be held 
every Tuesday, starting time 
at 6:30 p.m.

A N D E R S O N  C O U N T Y 
COMMISSION

JULY 21, 2025
 Chairman Leslie McGhee 
called the meeting of the 
Anderson County Commission 
to order at 9:00 AM on July 21, 
2025 at the Anderson County 
Commission Room.  Attendance: 
Leslie McGhee, Present: Michael 
Blaufuss, Present: Anthony 
Mersman, Present. The pledge of 
allegiance was recited. Minutes 
from the previous meeting were 
approved as presented. 

Road & Bridge
 Ethan Lickteig, Road & Bridge 
Supervisor, met with the com-
mission. He gave an update on 
ditching. Ethan presented bids 
for a new gooseneck trailer to 
haul pipe. Bids were from Bob’s 
Trailer Sales for $13,500, Neil 
Manufacturing for $17,000, and 
Stone Farm Sales for $13,950. 
Commissioner Blaufuss moved 
and Commissioner Mersman sec-
onded to purchase a 2024 Elite 
32’ trailer from Bob’s Trailer Sales 
for $13,500 and a spare tire for 
$285 to be paid out of the Road 
& Bridge fund. All voted yes. 
Vernon Yoder, Noxious Weed 
Supervisor, entered the meeting. 
Vernon gave a retirement date of 
December 31, 2025. Discussion 
was held on a replacement 

EMS 
 Troy Armstrong, EMS Director, 
met with the commission. Due to 
a recent carbon monoxide call 
and first responders being hospi-
talized, he would like the county to 
purchase CO detectors that would 
be affixed to the EMS first in bag 
or standard fire belt. The cost for 
each $107.10 and a quantity of 
10. The total cost to the county is 
$1,071.00. The detectors are from 
Amazon sold by Pro-Safety, Inc. 
Commissioner Blaufuss moved 
and Commissioner Mersman 
seconded to purchase 10 clip-on 
carbon monoxide detectors from 
Amazon for $1,071 to be paid out 
of the ambulance reserve fund. 
All voted yes. 

County Clerk
 Julie Wettstein, County Clerk, 
met with the commission. She 
presented a bid from Rytter 
Hardwood Floors for a count-
er extension in the office. The 
new counter will look like the 
original counter to match the 
historical aspect of the building. 
The bid was for $3,450. She 
would like to pay for it out of 
the election reserve fund due to 
most of the usage will be for the 
election season for early voting. 
Commissioner Blaufuss moved 
and Commissioner Mersman sec-
onded to hire Rytter Hardwood 
Floors to construct a counter in 
the clerk’s office for $3,450 to be 
paid out of the election reserve 
fund. All voted yes. 

Special Alcohol Monies 
 The County Clerk inquired 
about the special alcohol money 
that is received from the State 
of Kansas on a quarterly basis. 
In the past, it was split to 1/3 
to fund the DARE program and 
2/3 sent to Southeast Kansas 

Mental Health to help fund pro-
grams for prevention and pre-
vent abuse. The Sheriff’s office 
no longer conducts the DARE 
program as it has been taken 
over by the school district. She 
asked if the county wanted to 
send the full amount to SEKMH 
or how the Commissioners want-
ed to allocate the funds. The 
Commissioners agreed to not dis-
tribute any more funds to SEKMH 
and will research other ways to 
utilize the funds that fall in line 
with KSA 79-41a04.  

Insurance Renewal 
 Rhonda Fernandez, PIC 
Consultants, met with the com-
mission. She reviewed the health 
insurance renewal with Blue 
Cross Blue Shield which reflect-
ed an 18% increase in premi-
um. All other insurances offered 
remained relatively the same as 
the previous year. Discussion 
was held on self-funding and how 
it is beneficial to the county. It 
helps keep premiums in the coun-
ty instead of sending the monies 
to BCBS to pay for claims. The 
Commissioners agreed to move 
forward with the Blue Cross Blue 
Shield renewal with a $10,000 
increase in the stop-loss. 

Executive Session 
 Commissioner Blaufuss moved 
and Commissioner Mersman 
seconded to enter into executive 
session for attorney-client privi-
lege for 5 minutes. All voted yes. 
Commissioners, James Campbell, 
and Julie Wettstein were present. 
Commissioner Blaufuss moved 
and Commissioner Mersman 
seconded to re-enter into open 
meeting. No action taken. 
Adjourn
 Meeting adjourned at 12:00 
PM due to no further business. 

GARNETT CITY COMMISSION
JULY 21, 2025

 The Governing Body of the 
City of Garnett met in regular 
session on July 22, 2025, at 6:00 
p.m. with the following individuals 
present, Mayor, Mark Locke; City 
Commissioners Nate Wiehl and 
Jody Cole; City Manager Travis 
Wilson; City Clerk, Trish Brewer; 
City Attorney Terry Solander; and 
citizens of Garnett.
 City Staff present: Donnie 
Dilley, Darin Wilson, Jessica Mills, 
Monica Hill

CALL TO ORDER
 Mayor Locke called the meet-
ing to order at 6:00 p.m.
 The Pledge of Allegiance was 
recited.
 Invocation, Vernon Yoder, Mt. 
Ida Church

CITIZENS TO BE HEARD
 No citizens to be heard.

GOVERNING BODY 
COMMENTS

 A. Commissioner Cole – 
Stated how wonderful the ceme-
tery looks.
 B. Commissioner Wiehl – 
Expressed his sorrow for the fam-
ily’s loss over the weekend and 
thankful responders were able to 
be tended promptly.
 C. Mayor Locke – Expressed 
his thankfulness on the quick 
response of City staff during the 

Water Boil Advisory, due to a 
main line break.

CONSENT AGENDA
 A. Approval of minutes for July 
8, 2025, Regular City Commission 
Meeting
 B. Approval of semi-monthly 
bills and payroll in the amount of 
$264,288.81.
 Commissioner Wiehl motioned 
to approve the Consent Agenda 
as presented.
 Second by Commissioner 
Cole. Motion passed (3) AYE (0) 

NAY
REGULAR BUSINESS

 A. Presentation of the 2024 
Financial Audit by Jarred, Gilmore 
&amp; Phillips.
 Niel Phillips presented.
 B. Austin Masters, Project 
Manager/Technical Assistance 
Provider for Midwest Assistant 
Program
 Presented options available to 
the City.
 C. Consideration of Ordinance 
4278: Regulating the Location 

and Use of Shipping Containers.
 Commissioner Wiehl motioned 
to approve Ordinance 4278 as 
presented. Second Mayor Locke.
Motion passed (2) AYE (1) NAY
 D. Consideration of Special 
Use Permit for Kyle Meeker
 Commissioner Wiehl motioned 
to approve the Special Use 
Permit for Kyle Meeker Case# 
SUP 25-01 as presented. Second 
Mayor Locke. Motion passed (2) 

Notice of  budget hearing for City of  Garnett
(Published in the Anderson County Review on Thursday, July 31, 2025.)

Anderson County - 2025 2nd Quarter Expense Report
(Published in The Anderson County Review, Thursday, July 31, 2025.)

Notice of  budget hearing for the City of  Colony
(Published in the Anderson County Review on Thursday, July 31, 2025.)
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