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10 a.m. - 10 p.m.
June 20 - July 5 next to the Valley Falls 
Casey’s in the BeOutdoors parking lot 

June 27 - July 5 in Ozawkie beside Casey’s
Firework raffle ticket for every $20 spent. 

Over 300 items to choose from. 
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20% off your entire purchase &20% off your entire purchase &20% off your entire purchase &20% off your entire purchase &

Robbins FireworksRobbins FireworksRobbins Fireworks
daily drawings for FREE fireworks! 

June 27 to July 5
9 a.m. to 9 p.m.

We thank you for your continued support and look forward 
to seeing you! We appreciate your loyal business.

GGeeoorrggee,, RRhhoonnddaa,,  
KKaabbeell,, HHaannnnaa,, DDiilllloonn,, SSaamm,,  

CCaannaann,, HHaaddlleeyy,, WWiillddeerr,, UUppttoonn,,  
EElllliiee && LLeennnnooxx 

Robbins Family ◦ 15304 K16 Hwy ◦ Oskaloosa, KS 66066
◦ From Oskaloosa take Hwy. 59 South to 16 Hwy. East ◦

PUBLIC NOTICE

(Published in The Oskaloosa 
Independent June 26, 2025)1t 

Jefferson County, Kansas
Board of 

County Commissioners
Resolution – Z2025-06

 WHEREAS IT APPEARS 
that, under the provisions of Ar-
ticle 30 of the Jefferson County 
Zoning Regulations, Todd Mur-
rell and Debra Knapp applied 
for a change in Zoning Clas-
sification from “SR” Suburban 
Residential  to “RR” Rural Resi-
dential  on a tract as described 
below:

Lot 2 of T&D Acres Subdivi-
sion

 AND WHEREAS, the Jeffer-
son County Regional Planning 
Commission, after advertising 
and holding a public hearing 
on the subject application on 
the 19th day of May 2025 sub-
mitted the following report and 
recommendation to the Board of 
County Commissioners: 

Voted to recommend ap-
proval of said change to the 
zoning classification.

 AND WHEREAS, after due 
consideration, the Board of 
County Commissioners of Jef-
ferson County, Kansas decided 
on the 16th day of June 2025 
that said zoning request be ap-
proved.
 NOW THEREFORE, BE IT 
RESOLVED on this 16th day of 
June 2025, that the above zon-
ing request be approved.

Board of 
County Commissioners:

/s/ David Christy
David Christy

/s/ Richard Malm                                            
Richard Malm

/s/ Doug Walbridge                                               
Doug Walbridge 

ATTEST:
Julie Dunkle
Julie Dunkle, County Clerk

Perry Farm to Fork 
celebrates year one

Scotty Thellman, owner of Ju-
niper Hills Farms and Pine 
Garden Market 
	 •6 p.m. how to repot house-
plants by Becky Caddell, life-
long florist
	 Music by the band Buck 
Creek will be from 6:30 to 10pm. 
Outdoor seating and shade 
will be provided, but attendees 

	 Perry Farm to Fork will 
hold a celebration Satur-
day, June 28, in honor of 
the one-year anniversary 
of its opening. The event 
will take place from 3 to 
10 p.m. at 605 Cedar St., 
Perry. 
 	 Vendors will consist 
of: a bouquet bar, pyrog-
raphy (burnt wood) art, 
3D printed items, local 
produce and honey prod-
ucts, BBQ rubs and sauces, live 
plants and flowers, macrame 
and crocheted items, jewelry, 
freeze dried candy, and baked 
goods. 
	 Multiple food and drink 
trucks will be on hand. 
	 There will be a raffle for 
a whole hog by the Jefferson 
County Farm Bureau. Kansas 
Corn, Kansas Soybean, and 
The Perry-Lecompton Library 
will have booths. There will be 
a rope making demonstration. 
	 Local speakers have agreed 
to talk at the event, includ-
ing:	
	 •3:30p.m. — pasture to 
plate for dairy products by Lilly 
Thompson, KSU food fellow 
	 •4 p.m. — Foraging locally 
for food by Jim Guffey, lifelong 
outdoorsman
	 •4:30 p.m. — farmers mar-
ket salsa demo by Cindy Wil-
liams, Meadowlark extension 
agent
	 •5 p.m. — soil health by 
Laura Phillips - Meadowlark 
extension agent 
	 •5:30 p.m. — veggie ques-
tions with a veggie farmer by 

should bring lawn chairs for 
the music. 
	 Farm to Fork provides 
a space for seasonal farm 
fresh goods and local wares 
to be sold and is run by sis-
ters Emma Jenks, Morgan 
Gleason, and Ella Gantz. 
The sisters shared their 
best sellers over this first 
year have been tomatoes, 
watermelons, bacon, brat-
wurst, steaks, beef sticks, 

pies, sweet corn, peaches and 
sour dough.
	 “We have enjoyed providing 
this opportunity for the com-
munity as there is a large need 
to have local fresh food in our 
area,” Gleason said. “We have 
enjoyed getting to know the lo-
cal shoppers who visit often.”

first livestock sale night as the 
parent of a 4-H’er. My young 
son entered the auction ring 
with his first steer, Rocky. The 
previous year, Rocky was the 
black white-faced bucket calf 
that had captured our hearts. 
However, a hard truth is that 
the second year, Rocky was a 
market steer. 
	 I remember my son leaning 
on his steer back in the barn 
after the sale and sobbing as 
he knew the finality. An older 
woman and her family were 
walking through the barns, and 
she stopped to talk to him. She 
told him that he would grow 
into a good, strong cattleman 
one day. She said that she knew 
this because she saw that he 
cared so much for his animal. 
That was community. That was 
a collective memory. That was 
the culmination of a county 

fair.
	 Take time to visit your coun-
ty fair. Take the time to notice, 
appreciate, and celebrate all 
that makes our communities 
what they are. 
	 The Jackson County fair is 
July 14-18 at the Northeast 
Kansas Heritage Complex. 
This year marks their 100th 
anniversary. Their theme is 
“100 Years through the De-
cades.” 
	 The Nemaha County fair 
is in Seneca July 24-28. Their 
theme is “Cowboy Boots and 
Fair Roots.”  
	 The Jefferson County fair is 
in Valley Falls from July 28-31 
with the theme, “Sew It; Grow 
It, Show It.” 
	 Come on out and soak in the 
sights and sounds of your coun-
ty fair, while making cherished 
memories with your family.

Cyclist injured
on Perry Park Dr.
	 A motorcyclist was injured 
when the cycle he was riding 
laid over on its side and went 
skidding across the road on 
a slight curve on Perry Park 
Drive near 39th Street about 8 
p.m. May 31.
	 Griffin Matthew, 49, Oza-
wkie, was transported to Stor-
mont-Vail Hospital in Topeka 
by county ambulance, according 
to the Jefferson County Sheriff’s 
report.
	 Matthew was riding a 2022 
Harley-Davidson.

Read the paper online!
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Will continue 
to serve cities, 
perform weddings

by Clarke Davis
When noon arrives on Mon-

day, Jan. 13, it will have been 
50 years — almost to the minute 
— since Magistrate Judge Den-
nis Reiling first took the oath of 
office.

The oath of office will be ad-
ministered to the officials who 
were elected in the November 
General at that time and it will 
be followed by a retirement re-
ception for Judge Reiling in the 
courtroom.

The judge was honored in 
May at the Kansas Judicial 
Conference when he was pre-
sented with a framed certificate 
honoring him as “the longest 
serving judge in Kansas,” which 
recognized his 50 years on the 
bench.

Making the presentation 
was Chief Justice of the Su-
preme Court Marla Luckert, 
who stated it was a record they 
think will not be surpassed. The 
certificate is signed by all the 
Supreme Court justices.

Judges have a mandatory 
retirement age of 75, but are 
allowed to finish their four-year 
term when they reach that age. 
Reiling was a year short of re-
tirement when he began his last 
term. He is now 78.

Reiling first filed for the of-
fice of Probate Judge in June 
1974 when it was a political 
office with a two-year term. 
He ran against Republican 
incumbent Dr. Jesse Wilson, 
an Oskaloosa chiropractor, and 
won in the primary.

The election of 1974 also 
gave the voters in the district a 
choice of eliminating party poli-
tics from the selection of judges 
by using a yes or no retention 
ballot. Reiling ran unopposed 
in the ’76 election for a four-year 
term and then became a mag-

istrate judge under the state 
system Jan. 1, 1977. He was no 
longer a county employee, but 
rather a magistrate judge for 
the four-county 2nd Judicial 
District.

Reiling was a non-lawyer 
judge so he was given 18 months 
to become certified.

“I had a few years experience 
so I became certified within six 
months,” the judge said.

His office wall is adorned 
with another one of those large 
framed certificates denoting his 
certification and signed by all 
the Supreme Court justices at 
that time.

At the time he became mag-
istrate judge, he also served as 
municipal judge for Oskaloosa 
and Valley Falls. He remains 
the judge for those two towns 
along with Meriden, Ozawkie, 
Perry, Nortonville, and Win-
chester. He will continue serv-
ing those cities in Jefferson 
County along with Holton and 
Hoyt in Jackson County.

He also served as a tribal 
judge for the Prairie Band Pot-
tawatomie Tribe in Jackson 
County from 1999 to 2001.

In negotiating a salary, he 
was asked what his charges 
would be and he suggested 20 
pulls on the $100 slot machine 
each month at the casino. The 
tribe didn’t go for that and they 
settled for a more traditional 
salary. During the unique time 
he served the tribe, it did put 
him in Washington, D.C., for 
a Tribal Judges Conference 
during which he was afforded 
the opportunity to present At-
torney General Janet Reno with 
Kansas sunflowers from the 
Pottawatomie Tribe.

Those 50 years of service 
on the bench for Reiling came 
about almost as a fluke — a hap-
penstance that aligned events 
just at the right moment.

Dennis owned and operated 
a tavern in Wathena back in 
1974. That also was a fluke, 

but on this June day he had to 
be in Oskaloosa to support his 
sister, Connie Daniels, who was 
going through a divorce. He’d 
owned the tavern for over three 
years and was really thinking 
of putting that business degree 
to work that he had earned at 
Emporia State University.

One option was to apply for 
a job with an upstart savings 
and loan that was opening in 
Oskaloosa, his hometown. The 
other option? He walked into 
the County Clerk’s office in-
stead and said, “I want to file 
for Probate Judge.”

His mother, Wilma, worked 
in the office and after the sur-

prise wore off she turned to the 
County Clerk Velma Hannah 
and said, “You’d better handle 
this one.” It was only minutes 
before the noon deadline to file.

“When I got back to Wathena 
I called the Attorney General’s 
office and asked what the resi-
dency requirements were for 
being Probate Judge. I was told 
there apparently were none 
but it was strongly suggested 
I should be a county resident,” 
Reiling said.

Whi le  campaigning  he 
knocked on a door in Winchester 
and after introducing himself 
the man said, “Yer that liquor 
candidate?” Dennis replied that 

Reiling, longest serving judge in Kansas, retires

Photo by Clarke Davis
Magistrate Judge Dennis Reiling will end a 50-year career on the bench Monday, Jan. 13, when 
friends will gather for a farewell reception in the courtroom shortly after the swearing in ceremony 
at noon.

he had a 3.2 bar in Wathena and 
the man said, “Yep. Yer that 
liquor guy!”

He’s pretty sure he didn’t 
get that vote, but he won the 
primary election nevertheless.

The Wathena bar was called 
The Place, which drew a large 
clientele from the states of Ne-
braska, Iowa, and Missouri. 
Some might recall that in those 
days 18-year-olds could drink 
3.2 (alcohol content) beer in 
Kansas, so Wathena was con-
veniently located for the out-of-
staters.

Reiling discovered the tav-
ern by visiting a friend in that 
town and inquired as to why the 

street was full of cars. While 
visiting the bar, he joked with 
the owner about selling it to him 
and that conversation ended 
with a few chuckles.

Dennis called the owner 
shortly afterward and asked, 
“Were you serious about sell-
ing?”

He was, and was willing to 
finance the sale. After winning 
the elective office in Jefferson 
County, Dennis leased the bar 
for a short time and then sold it 
back to the original owner.

Reiling has split his time 
between Jefferson and Jackson 
counties in serving the judicial 
district, spending at least one 
day a week in Holton. There are 
two other magistrate judges in 
the 2nd District serving Wa-
baunsee and Pottawatomie 
counties.

The duties of a magistrate 
judge are extensive and Reiling 
has presided over small claims, 
limited civil, and some civil 
cases along with traffic court, 
and misdemeanor crime trials. 
With felony criminal cases, he 
handles first appearances, ar-
raignments, preliminary hear-
ings, and most issues up to the 
trial phase when the District 
Judge takes over.

Photos of the district judges 
in Jefferson County line one 
wall of the court room and Reil-
ing has known four, stretching 
back to when he was in high 
school. Robert Kaul served from 
1949 to 1965 and then advanced 
to the Supreme Court. He was 
followed by John W. Brookens, 
Tracy Klinginsmith, and Gary 
L. Nafziger.

“Judge Brookens was a men-
tor to me in the early days,” 
Reiling said.

Many things change over the 
course of 50 years and the one 
most glaring the judge pointed 
out was the drug scene.

“In the early years, it was 

See Judge Page 3

F.W. Huston Hospital: ER undergoes remodel
by Holly Allen

The emergency room at the 
F.W. Huston Medical Center, 
Winchester, is looking consid-
erably brighter these days, as 
its glow-up via remodel is in 
its final days of completion.

The complete interior reno-
vation includes fresh paint, 
cabinetry, lighting, doors, 
floors, and an updated ceil-
ing. A change in layout will 
improve the flow of process 
and facilitate the addition of 
a third bed. The original inset 
floor-to-ceiling metal surgical 
cabinets were retained and 
restored.

While the majority of the 
work has been completed in-
house by the medical center’s 
plant operations team, they 
were supported by Lytle Con-
structions, a regional company 
that specializes in such hospi-
tal remodels. The flooring was 
completed by a local company, 
Midwest Flooring, Perry. The 
project was begun in October 
and slated to be completed by 
mid-January, but is currently 
ahead of schedule.

This project was planned 
within the organization’s 2024 
budget capacity with funds 

allocated from operations, do-
nated funds, and the Jefferson 
County Memorial Hospital 
Foundation.

 The remodel allows for 
expanded patient capacity 
and improved patient care 
through the addition of video 
telehealth support. Most im-
portantly, utilization of the 
hospital’s emergency services 
has increased and is trending 
to continue to do so. As the 
facility, originally dedicated 
as Jefferson County Memorial 
Hospital in 1956, is an older 
one, a remodel was necessary 
to provide state-of-the-art, 
competitive care in a comfort-
able, convenient hometown 
setting. 

“This renovation is a direct 
result of the amazing commu-
nity support the F.W. Huston 
organization has received for 
nearly seventy years. Not only 
have our patient numbers 
grown, but so has awareness of 
the services F.W. Huston Med-
ical Center provides,” stated 
Heidi Pickerell, CEO. “With 
this growth comes a need for 
updates and I am excited to 
see what this renovation will 
provide for our patients and 

Photo by Holly Allen
Registered nurses Trish Molt and Jessica Anderson will soon 
have the opportunity to provide their services out of the recently 
renovated ER rooms at the F.W. Huston Medical Center. As of the 
last week of December, the rooms were primarily only awaiting 
an electrician before the patient beds were moved into place.

staff.”
Director of Nursing Kari 

Houk is most excited about 
the change in overall ambiance 
and the capability to provide 
more streamlined and com-
posed care in any emergency 
situation, with the space and 
tools to be successful in her job 
as a medical professional. She 
also considers the addition of 
the Mindray cardiac monitor-
ing system, Avel eCare, and 
moving the pharmacy closer 
to the emergency rooms, along 

with the remodel, to be a boon 
for the organization.

“I truly feel like we have 
always offered great care in 
our emergency room, but this 
remodel gives our staff the 
means to provide more profi-
cient care,” said Houk. “Our 
hope is that our remodel gives 
the patients and their family 
members the confidence to 
choose us and that when they 
are here in-house, know that 
they are going to receive the 
very best care possible.”

As a gift to you in the 
new year,  the front and 
back pages of the newspaper 
will be printed IN COLOR 
throughout 2025! The news-
paper is over 160 years old, 
and this marks a turning 
point for us. We hope you 
find it as exciting as we do.

This change is coming to 
you as the result of a partner-
ship with Jefferson County’s 
own F.W. Huston Medical 
Center, Winchester, and the 
innovative figures at its helm 
who invest so much into this 
local community.

“We are excited to share 
the fantastic services offered 
at F.W. Huston Medical Cen-
ter with our community! In 
partnership with local orga-
nizations, such as The Vindi-
cator and Independent, FWH 
can work to keep amazing 
progress taking place in and 
around Jefferson County top 
of mind,” stated Heidi Picker-
ell, CEO. “This collaboration 
is a wonderful opportunity 
to connect with the residents 
who help our facility thrive. 
Together, let’s celebrate the 
enhanced local papers.”

This change and partner-

ship represents an opportu-
nity to push the newspapers 
into the future, with better 
content and advertising op-
portunities to our subscribers 
and local businesses. We hope 
you will take full advantage of 
our new offerings!

“We want to thank the 
administrators of F.W. Hus-
ton for all they do within the 
community and for seeing the 
value in our county maintain-
ing its local newspapers,” 
stated Holly Allen, editor of 
The Vindicator and The In-
dependent. 

“It’s difficult to express 
what it means to us to have 
the backing of so many lo-
cal businesses, such as F.W. 
Huston and Heinen P-H-E at 
Valley Falls, which continue 
to support our efforts. Our 
subscribers and advertisers 
are everything to us. We hope 
to keep these newspapers go-
ing for years to come,” Allen 
said. “So, please, give us a call 
or go online to jeffcountynews.
com to order a subscription for 
a friend or relative — we look 
forward to many more excit-
ing and positive changes in 
the new year!”

Photo by Bridget Weishaar
Jim Weishaar is set to open the doors on “Jimmy's Diner” Jan. 
8. The diner is located inside the Gals of Grace Coffee Shop & 
Boutique at 518 Main Street, Nortonville.

Nortonville native to open 
Jimmy’s Diner in new year

by Bridget Weishaar
The small bedroom com-

munity of Nortonville is in for 
a sweet and savory treat in 
the new year when native Jim 
Weishaar officially opens the 
doors on “Jimmy’s Diner.”

Weishaar, who retired at the 
end of December, spent the past 
38 years with the Department of 
Defense and the Department of 
Veterans Affairs.

Jimmy’s Diner will occupy 
the space just east of the Gals of 
Grace Coffee Shop & Boutique 
and Zeek’s Treasures. Gals 
of Grace is owned by friends 
Marcy Noll and Penny Linscott.

The diner’s first day of op-
eration will be Wed., Jan. 8. 
The days of operation will re-
main consistent with Gals of 
Grace and be open Wednesday 
through Saturday. Lunch will 
be served from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
Saturday will look a little differ-
ent with brunch being served 
from 9 a.m to noon. 

 Weishaar catered the fifth 
anniversary celebration meal 
for “Gals” on a trial run and 
has since been making weekly 
cinnamon rolls, coffee cakes, 
muffins, and cookies served in 

the shop.
Along with the anniversary, 

he has had his hand in serv-
ing special events for the local 
sorority, a teacher appreciation 
lunch, a church ladies group, 
and the Philanthropic Educa-
tion Organization.

A self-taught cook, Weishaar  
will be serving up a special of 
the day as well as typical diner 
fare such as burgers, chicken 
strips, french fries, and onion 
rings.

The daily specials will be 
comprised of a main course, a 
side, dessert, and drink. They 
will rotate through comfort 
foods such as meat loaf, la-
sagna, and burritos. He does 
have a few tricks up his sleeve 
to incorporate twists on classics 
like roast beef, cheesesteaks, 
and casseroles. 

The diner will serve farm-
to-table beef, pork, and chicken 
from Kansas suppliers. Season-
al fruits, vegetables, and herbs 
from his home garden will also 
be incorporated when available. 

All items will be handmade 
by Weishaar in Jimmy’s kitch-

See Diner Page 5


