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Sports

• A Cut Above Lawn Services – Braydon   
 Jernberg, Meriden, 785-221-7895
• AgMax Crop Insurance – Dave Jensen, 
 Oskaloosa, 785-845-8658,
 daverjensen@gmail.com
• Apple Valley Lane Wedding & Event Center –  
 Mike & Joyce Carr, Ozawkie, 785-221-6850, 
    applevalley9252@gmail.com
• Assured Title Co. of NE KS, Inc. - DeDee 

Skaggs, Oskaloosa, 785-863-2224, 
 dedee@assuredtitleks.com
•  ATM Concrete, Inc. – Meriden, 785-484-2013
• Bowser Meat Processing – Chad Bontrager, 

Meriden, 785-484-2454,
 bowsermeatprocessing@yahoo.com
• Chadwell’s Automotive – Zac Surritt, Meriden, 

785-484-2773, office@chadwellsauto.com
• Chuck’s Heating and Cooling – 
 Justus Mollenkamp, Meriden, 
 785-484-3711, justus@chuckvac.com
• City of Ozawkie – 785-876-2550, 
 cityclerk@ozawkie.org 
• City of Meriden – 785-484-3450, 
 cityclerk@ozawkie.org
• Countryside Square – Scott Stanley, Meriden, 
 785-806-1103, meridenapplemarket@gmail.com 
• Cox Plumbing, LLC – James Cox, Meriden, 
 785-230-0130, coxplumber@yahoo.com

• Crooked Post Winery – Jennifer Kutch, 
 Ozawkie, 785-876-9990, kutch.jen@gmail.com
• Davis Publications – Valley Falls, 785-945-3257, 
 vindicator@jeffcountynews.com
• Denison State Bank – Meriden, 785-484-3322, 

gketron@dsbks.com
• Ernest-Spencer Metals, Inc. – Meriden, 
 785-484-3165, ap@esmetals.com
• First State Bank & Trust – Perry, 785-597-5942, 

wesleyh@firststateks.com
• Five Star Masonry – Barry White, Meriden, 
 785-220-2046, bwhite@fivestarmasonry.com
• Four Seasons Pools – Marla Rice, Meriden, 
 785-633-9771, marlathomasrice@gmail.com
• Gambino’s Pizza – Shonna Warrington, 
 Meriden, 785-484-2323, shomamma@yahoo.com
•  Heidi Petesch, Realtor – BHG RE Wostal Realty,  
 Meriden, 717-324-7804, hpetesch@gmail.com
• High Torque Racing – Mike Garrison, Meriden, 
 785-484-3245, mike@mrbuick.com
• JAG Church – Rev. Kipp Wuellner, Meriden, 
 785-484-1010, office@jagchurch.com
• James R. McGrath – Meriden, 785-220-9100
 royalflush100@yahoo.com
• Jeff West Ball Association – Tiffany McCall, 

president, Meriden, 785-806-4511, 
 jeffwestballassociation@gmail.com
• Jefferson County Health Dept–Home, Health, 

& Hospice – Oskaloosa, 785-403,0025, 
 cvanhoutan@jfcountyks.com
• Jessica Schenkel, Realtor, BHG RE Wostal 

Reality – Meriden, 785-817,8877,
 jessica@soldinkansas.com
• Just The Place – Erin & Justin Rider, Ozawkie, 
 816,661,2940, erinandjustin.events@outlook.com
• Kansas Insurance – Travis Oliver/John Kabus, 

Topeka, 785-783-8899, johnkabus@kansasins.
com

• Kramer Agency, Inc. – Julie Durand, Ozawkie, 
 785-876-2493, julie@kramerins.com
• Lake Ridge Estates  Home Association – 
 Ozawkie, 785-484-2600, lakeridgehome@yahoo.

com
• Loving Listening, LLC – Kayla Gardber, LMSW, 

Meriden, 785-217-8949, kaylamsw@gmail.com
• MACE – Meriden, meridenpride@gmail.com
• Meriden Animal Hospital – Dr. Jeff Van Petten, 

Meriden, 785-484-3358, jeff@meriden-animal.com
• Meriden-Ozawkie Public Library – Drew Sams, 

785-484-3393, lib-director@meriden-ozawkie.org
• Muddy Creek Game Birds – Andy Petesch, 
 Meriden, 785-484-2325, katiepetesch@gmail.com
• Mulligans Restaurant – John Thelen, 
 Meriden, 785-845-1533, mulligans83@yahoo.com
• Pia Friend Realty, Powered by The Gerety 

Group, LLC – Michelle Gerety, Oskaloosa, 

MAY 2025

 800-994-4742, mjsoldit@piafriend.com
• R&S Maintenance Services, LLC – Andy & 
 Alexa Surritt, Meriden, 785-484-2466,
 alexa.surritt@randsmaintenance.com
• Red Rock Investigations, LLC – Del White, 
 Meriden, 785-249-0989, delrri@juno.com
• RKM Paintless Dent Repair – Ryan and 
 Tiffany McCall, Meriden, 785,821,0956,
 mccallpdr@gmail.com
• Sandra Mumaw, Realtor & Hilary Prewitt, 
 Realtor – Meriden, sandra.mumaw@coldwell-

banker.com
• Seven Pines – Chris & Tami Pool, Meriden, 
 308-991-6118, sevenpinesks@yahoo.com
• SSC Advisors, Inc. – Stuart Bach, Meriden, 
 785-484-2517, stuart@ssccpas.com
• The 1890 Ice House – Jerry Cozadd, Meriden, 
 785-640-8147, jerry19_70@yahoo.com
• USD 340 Jefferson West – Brad Neuenswan-

der, Meriden, 785-484-3444, www.usd340.org
• Village Greens – Randy Zwygart, Ozawkie, 
 785-876-2255, randyzwygart@yahoo.com
• Williams Excavating – Matt Williams, 
 Meriden, 785-845-3271, 
 mattwilliams2007@hotmail.com

The Chamber meets the third Thursday 
of every month in the Community Room 
in the Countryside Square Shopping Center.  
7272 Highway K-4 • Meriden, Kansas 66512

Chamber OffiCers
President – Scott Stanley
Vice-President – Chuck Wilson
Secretary – Kent Duncan
Treasurer – DeDee Skaggs

Want to be a member?
Go to www.meridenKs.com then click on City Clerk. 
Under “Documents” there is a link for the Meriden 
Ozawkie Area Chamber of Commerce. Click on it and 
you will find a membership form.

The Meriden-Ozawkie Area Chamber of Commerce 
is a member driven organization that strives to promote 
economic growth and a progressive community image. The 
Chamber continues to strengthen the business environ-
ment with monthly meetings and community projects.  

10770 Perry Park Drive
Perry, KS 66073

1-888-597-LPYM (5796)
Fax: 785-597-5573

www.LPYM.com

Sandra
Mumaw
Realtor®

Coldwell Banker
Griffith & Blair

2222 SW 29th
Topeka, KS 66611

Cell: (785) 817-5647
Fax: (785) 267-8600

313 Jefferson • Oskaloosa • 785-863-3322
 www.UCnortheastkansas.com

www.northeastkansasauctions.com
info@ucheartofamerica.com

Heart of America
Real Estate & Auction

Jefferson West School District
Each student will be prepared to meet life’s 
challenges as a productive member of society. 
– District mission statement.

www.usd340.org

WILLIAMS WELDING &
EQUIPMENT

Meriden, Kansas

DIRT WORK
Rocking/Grading

Excavating • Demolition

TRUCKING
Rock Hauling

WELDING
Repair Work
Fabrication

Matt Williams
Owner/Operator
(785) 845-3271

Scott & Wendi Stanley
K4 Highway • Meriden, KS

(785) 484-3580
www.countryharvest.us

• The Valley Falls Vindicator
 785-945-3257
• The Oskaloosa Independent
 785-863-2520
• Quality Commercial Printing
 785-945-6170

Serving Jefferson/Atchison County
& Beyond

Education Services – 
Birth through age 21

www.keystonelearning.org
785-876-2214

785-484-1010
8640 Clark Road

Meriden KS 66512

1½ miles north of Meriden on K4 Hwy
in Jefferson County, Kansas

www.jeffersonassembly.com
jagfellowship@gmail.com

Sharing hope through 
God’s transforming grace!

“Owned by Those We Serve “ 
888-796-6111 
www.ljec.coop 

The businesses, organizations, and individuals advertised and listed 
comprise the Meriden-Ozawkie Chamber of Commerce. Please support them!

Barnett Family Funeral Home
Bowser Meat Processing

Bradford Accounting 
Chuck's Heating & Cooling

City of Meriden
Creche Academy

Crooked Post Winery
Denison State Bank, Member FDIC

Edward Jones
Exceptional Advertising Specialties, Inc.

F.W. Huston Medical Center
First State Bank & Trust, Member FDIC

Four Seasons of Topeka
Friends of Hospice Jefferson County

Jerry Froelich
Giant Communications

Golden Pizza
Great Life Golf & Fitness

Heidi Petesch Photography

High Torque Racing Auto Body & Paint
Highway 4 Automotive

Kansas Broadband Internet
Kansas Gas Service

Kramer Agency, Inc, Insurance
LJB Doors, Windows, & Remodeling, LLC

Jim McGrath
McCarthy Motors

Meriden Animal Hospital
Meriden Antique Engine Threshers Association

Meriden Pharmacy
Meriden-Ozawkie Community Library

Mid-America Mechanical, Inc
Petesch Trenching & Backhoe Service

R & S Maintenance Services, Inc
Summers, Spencer, & Company, PA

The Farmers State Bank of Holton, Member FDIC
United Methodist Church of Ozawkie

Carol Wilson

 What began in the early years of the twentieth century as small, 
family-run engineering outfit dedicated to the design and installation 
of feed mills and grain elevators has grown into a major metalworking 
enterprise. Ernest-Spencer Companies proudly serves northeast Kansas 
and surrounding regions by providing high-quality manufactured goods 
and outstanding customer service to its customers in an honest and 
approachable way.  
 Although the original faction of the company still dominates the 
agricultural community in the form of Ernest-Spencer, Inc., the parent 
corporation has extended its capabilities outside of the realm of agri-
cultural design. Ernest-Spencer Metals, located in Meriden, Kansas, 
has become the premier metal fabrication resource for customers on a 
global scale. In Ottawa, Kansas, Ernest-Spencer Custom Coatings pro-
vides custom finishings for a multitude of fine products. Ernest-Spencer 
continues to push the boundaries of fabrication and engineering with 
DynaMarine, a division that produces first-class performance airboats. 
And to complete its well-rounded assembly of metalworking ventures, 
Stainless Steel Design Concepts was developed to create custom, 
artistic stainless steel surfaces. 
 Ernest-Spencer began as a family business, and has continued to grow into a true family of compa-
nies that work together to build the highest quality products. We are proud to be a part of the northeast 
Kansas area. We strive to commit ourselves to progress. We value our employees, customers, and com-
munity. We are Ernest-Spencer Companies.

The Ernest-Spencer Companies
3522 E 82nd Street | Meriden, KS 66512
www.ernestspencer.com | (785) 484-3165

Build your success 
on our strengths.

President – Scott Stanley
Vice President – Zac Surritt
Secretary – Jessica Schenkel
Treasurer – Gayla Ketron

Golf tournament • June 13 • 7 a.m. • Village Greens 

(Published in The Valley 
Falls Vindicator May 15, 22, 

and 29, 2025)3t

 Please take notice that a 
hearing before the Board of 
Zoning Appeals of the City 
of Meriden, Kansas will take 
place on June 5, 2025, at 6:00 
p.m. at Meriden City Hall at 
103 East Main St. Meriden, 
KS.  
 The subject matter of the 
hearing will be whether a 
variance should be granted 
to change the current set-
back requirement along 74th 
Street near the intersection 
of 74th Street and Kansas 
Highway 4, to allow a softball 
field to be constructed within 
a portion of what is now the 
current setback.

PUBLIC NOTICE

Where there's always time
for just one more.

bar & grill
305 maple, Valley Falls, KS

785-573-1667

Kitchen closes 
at 10 p.m.

26-tfc

All your old favorites with 
some of our new favorites! 
Fried okra, shrimp platters, 

homestyle dinners, the 
Hangover burger & more!

For daily specials check out our Facebook page

Monday - Saturday
11 a.m. - 12 a.m.

County. . .
(Continued from page 3) 

the bid on Lot 451 in Lakeside 
Village the board tabled a week 
earlier, saying the bidder, Dan-
iel Logan, thought he was mak-
ing an offer on two lots and not 
just one. The Community Devel-
opment director then explained 
that the cause of the confusion 
could be traced to the fact that 
Lot 451 and Lot 452 comprise 
the same parcel of land.
	 The meeting was recessed 
for roughly 10 minutes to ac-
commodate the business of the 
Land Bank.
	 Voting 3-0, the board OK’d 
a motion that by way of a Quit 
Claim deed, an unplatted piece 
of property located north of the 
entrance to Lakeside Village be 
transferred from the county to 
the Land Bank and that Christy 
be authorized to sign the neces-
sary paperwork on behalf of the 
governing body.
	 The property in question cov-
ers approximately half an acre.
	 The board passed Resolution 
2025-018 on a 3-0 vote following 
the required public hearing on 
a petition to vacate the platted 
setbacks for Lot 2 in Roe Addi-
tion. That petition was filed by 
Daniel and Linda Foltz, 11091 
46th Street, Perry.
	 During the hearing Metzger 
told the commissioners that his 
office hadn’t received any objec-
tions to the proposed vacation of 
the existing setbacks, which re-
portedly are greater than what 
the county’s zoning regulations 
call for.
	 No one at the hearing ex-
pressed any objections to the 
proposed vacation of the set-
backs.
 	 Executive Sessions 
	 At the request of Christy, the 
commissioners met privately 
with Bond and Ehrlich for 10 
minutes so that the client group 
could be given legal advice un-
der the attorney-client privilege 
exception to the Kansas Open 
Meetings Act. An “interagency 
issue” was identified as being 
the subject that was to be dis-
cussed.	
	 At the request of Emergency 
Manager Keith Jeffers, the 
commissioners met privately 
with him and Ehrlich for five 
minutes so that the client group 
could be given legal advice un-
der the attorney-client privilege 
exception to KOMA. “Land 
acquisition” was identified as 
being the subject that was to be 
discussed. Metzger was invited 
to join the closed-door conversa-
tion about a minute after it had 
begun and did. 
	 At the request of Public 
Works Director Ben Domann, 
the commissioners met private-
ly with him for 10 minutes for 
the stated purpose of discussing 
personnel matters relating to 
non-elected personnel. “Re-
cruitment and retention” was 
identified as being the subject 
that was to be discussed.
	 At the request of Metzger, 
the commissioners met private-
ly with him and Ehrlich for five 
minutes so that the client group 
could be given legal advice un-
der the attorney-client privilege 
exception to KOMA. “Potential 
litigation” was identified as be-
ing the subject that was to be 
discussed. 
	 At the request of Walbridge, 
the commissioners ultimately 
met privately for 10 minutes for 
the stated purpose of discussing 
personnel matters relating to 
non-elected personnel. “Recruit-
ment and retention” was identi-
fied as being the subject that 
was to be discussed. Ehrlich was 
invited to remain in the room 
for the closed-door conversation 
and did.  
	 When the meeting reopened 
to the public, Christy announced 
that no binding action had been 
taken behind closed doors.
	 The meeting adjourned at 
2:33.

Monday, 
 before 
noon.

Deadline for
News & Ad Copy is

BBQ, Bingo & Bullseyes
a benefit for the Jefferson County BB & Air Rilfe shooting sports program

Sat., May 31
5:30 to 9 p.m.

Jefferson County Fairgrounds • Valley Falls
Meal 5:30 p.m. • Bingo 7 p.m.

$15 includes a pulled pork meal, dessert buffet 
& one bingo card

Additional bingo cards $5 each
$10 kids under 10 (bingo card not included)
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6-P’s Plumbing Inc.
Wayne Pritchard

Master plumber for 25+ years
785-764-1134 • Perry, Kansas

“Pritchard’s Professional Planning Provides Proper Plumbing.”
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Photo by Tiffany Strickler

Tied record
The 8th-grade girls’ 4x200 team at Valley Falls tied a 26-year 
record from 1999 during a track meet at Easton May 8 with a 
time of 2:02.
	 The 1999 4x200 group was Katie Mitchell, Chelsey Shepard, 
Katie Henderson, and Jenny Brevitz.
	 The 2025 4x200 group, from left, are Avery Adcock, Birkley 
Hernandez, Caydren Strickler, and Sage Nickelson. Chelsey 
(Shepard) Coppinger, Nortonville, from the original team is 
pictured in the middle.

Baseball
	 2-1A Valley Falls Regional –
May 14 in Valley Falls –  Play-in 
Game – McLouth wins by forfeit – 
Quarterfinals – Valley Falls over 
McLouth 9-2; Jefferson County 
North over Pleasant Ridge 8-1;
	 May 14 in Oskaloosa – Quar-
terfinals – Oskaloosa over KC 
Christian 13-1;
	 3A Bishop Ward Regional –
May 15 in Ozawkie – Quarterfi-
nals – Jefferson West over Wells-
ville 3-0
	 May 15 in Overland Park – 
Quarterfinals – Perry-Lecomp-
ton over Bishop Ward 11-2.
Records		  W-L
Northeast Kansas League
Valley Falls		  20-4
Oskaloosa		  18-6
Jefferson County North	 6-19
McLouth		  4-17
Big East League
Jefferson West		  24-2
Perry-Lecompton	 15-10

Softball
	 May 12 in Tonganoxie – Jef-
ferson West over Tonganoxie 
6-1 and Tonganoxie over Jef-
ferson West 2-1;
	 May 12 in Lawrence – Law-
rence over Perry-Lecompton 
10-0 and 2-1.
Records		  W-L
Northeast Kansas League
McLouth		  26-0
Oskaloosa		  19-5
Valley Falls		  11-12
Jefferson County North	 8-16
Big East League
Jefferson West		  19-5
Perry-Lecompton	 8-18

County baseball teams pull through first-round regionals

Photos by Bridget Weishaar
Valley Falls took on McLouth at home May 14, besting the 
Bulldogs, 9-2. Above, junior Carter Pickerell sets to swing. At 
right, senior Trenten VanHoutan reaches for a fly ball. Monday’s 
semi-final games were postponed until Wednesday for rain.

Photos by Stacey B Photography
Jefferson West won 3-0 over Wellsville at Ozawkie during 
quarterfinals May 14. Above, junior Cooper Watkins preps for a 
pitch. Top left, senior shortstop Drew Beilman celebrates  after a 
third out at second base. The Tigers will play again Wednesday.


