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Classifieds
Legals LegalsLegals Legals

be subjected to regular 
testing, limit distractions, 
and may not be under the 
influence of any drug. Any 
driving incident must be re-
ported to the city within 24 
hours. 

The update to the person-
nel policy shows the defini-
tion of a full time employee 
is  40 hours a week, any key 
given may not be copied, 
and the police department 
is transferring to a differ-
ent scheduling system. This 
means employees would 
work 12 hour shifts with 2 
days on, 2 off, 3 on, then 
the pattern flips. 

The Columbian’s lease 
with the city is also shift-
ing. It will now match the 
maintenance agreement 
with the library, with the 
city taking on replacements 
within the building. This 
raises the rent to $300 a 
month. 

WAMEGO HEALTH 
CENTER 

Brian Howells, admin-
istrator at the Wamego 
Health Center, updated the 
commission as June 30 
concluded the fiscal year. 

The hospital has financial-
ly been in the black for 11 
out of the past 12 months. 
This is “fantastic for a ru-
ral hospital,” according 
to Howells, citing how 18 
rural hospitals across the 
states closed their doors al-
ready in the past year. 

The new MRI machine 
has surpassed its return on 
investment of 50 scans a 
month by five. The reten-
tion rate of staff this year 
is 89%. Satisfaction rates 
have also risen to 67% in 
emergency and 77% over-
all. 

Low dose cancer screens 
will soon be offered along-
side pelvic floor therapy, 
urology, water therapy at 
the pool, and a PET/CT 
mobile vehicle. 

The hospital also partici-
pated in community events 
including Classrooms to 
Careers with the local 4th 
graders, scholarships for 
the high school, and even 
won in a Boomtown deco-
rating contest. 

Expansions are soon to be 
expected with additional in 
and outpatient treatment, 
specialists, and space in 
operating rooms to accom-
modate more complex pro-
cedures.  
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Weather delays Flush Road widening project
Lily Hansen
The Times

Due to weather issues, 
the widening project on 
Flush Road has been de-
layed, Public Works Ad-
ministrator Tim Eisenbarth 
on Monday informed the 
county commission.

Eisenbarth also updated 
commissioners on other 
projects, including a bridge 
Evergy will be installing a 
on Emmett Road near Jef-
frey Energy Center.

Evergy will cover the 
installation cost, with the 
county taking responsibility 
for maintenance and repair. 
If Evergy were to no longer 
operate within Jeffery Ener-
gy Center and decommis-
sion the rail spur, the com-
pany would reimburse the 
county for its removal and 
reconstruction of the road.

A repair project was 
also approved for a storm 
sewer on Eagle’s Landing 

Drive in Manhattan. 
This allows for a survey 

of the area, a design plan, 
and eventually bidding on 
the project. “Quite a bit 
of drainage goes into this 
inlet,” according to Eisen-
barth. The quantity of the 
drainage has eaten away at 
the embankment of the riv-
er it lets out in. “The scope 
of the work isn’t huge but 
it’s something we need to 
get done,” said Eisenbarth. 

FINANCE UPDATE
Heather Gladbach up-

dated the commission on 
finances for the second 
quarter of the year.

She said 98% of Ad Va-
lorem taxes have been col-
lected, matching 2024’s 
precinct. Fifty-nine per-
cent of Retailer’s Sales and 
Compensating tax has also 
been collected, increasing 
$77,225 from last year. 
Interest Income has also 
increased $211,469. 

Forty-two % of the oper-

ating cost budget has been 
used including personal ser-
vices, contractual services 
and commodities. Thirty % 
of the non-operating cost 
budget has also been spent. 
This includes capital outlay, 
allocations, grant expendi-
tures, and transfers. 

This adds up to 39.21% 
of the 2025 General Fund 
budget being spent. 

Commission Chair Ter-
ry Force thanked her, “we 
really appreciate what you 
come down and do for us.”

MEETING 
CANCELED

As there is no business 
needing to be conduct-
ed, at this time there is 
no meeting scheduled for 
Monday, July 28.

COMMISSIONER 
UPDATES

• Dee McKee has a re-
ported a “busy week of 
meetings.” She continued 
to work with ATA buses, 

working to get access for 
those who need rides at an 
effective cost. She also at-
tended  planning commis-
sion, workforce board, and 
flint hills regional council 
meetings. 

• Merl Page had “nothing 
to report” on his end. 

• Bill Drew attended a 
Kaw Valley Chamber of 
Commerce meeting as well 
as a planning commission 
meeting. He dove deeper 
into the quarter-quarter 
rule and made clear that 
there is “no easy solution.” 

• Gary Yenzer attend-
ed an Eco-Devo as well 
as a Planning and Zoning 
meeting. 

• Force touched base with 
the Eco-Devo, Planning 
and Zoning Commission, 
and Emergency Planning 
meeting. He stated that 
seeing all the departments 
partner  “brings more cre-
dence that we all need to 
work together.” 

The church became 
the German Evangelical 
Church. 

However, by 1914, the 
second and third genera-
tions were speaking En-
glish and worshiping else-
where because they didn’t 
understand German.

“That’s when the prop-
erty was transferred to the 
Church of Christ,” Moore 
said. “They used it until 
1976 when attendance was 
down to a few members so 
they deeded the property 
over th the newly formed 
Rock Creek Valley Histor-
ical Society.”

The church became the 
main museum building for 
many years, until the com-
pletion of the new build-
ings. Exhibits remained 
there until 2017, when the 
church was listed on the 
state and national historical 
registries.

One of the main reasons, 
Moore said, was the win-
dow styles. Those appear 
in only two other buildings 
remaining in Westmore-
land – the old courthouse 
and the old GAR building. 
“All three were built with-
in about a five year period 
between about 1882 and 
1887,” she said.

The listing did, however, 
impart some stringent rules 
when doing renovations, 
which the old church ur-

gently needed.
Moore said the windows 

frames were rotting at the 
panes beginning to fall out. 
The building also required 
new roofing and guttering 
and repairs to the stone-
work. Finally, new electri-
cal and HVAC work was 
done, along with restoring 
the interior lathe and plas-
ter, tin ceiling and wooding 
flooring.

The project was expen-
sive, totaling $113,000. 
Most of that went to the 
windows, masonry and in-
terior work.

The historical society ob-
tained a $50,000 State of 
Kansas Heritage Fund Grant 
and tax credits of $11,300. 
The remaining $51,700 
was raised from interested 
businesses and individuals. 
Moore recognized those in-
dividuals by asking any in 
attendance to stand.

Restoration contractors 
included: The Special-
ist – Roy and Lori Hanni; 
Hartman Masonry – Chris 
Hartman; Fleming Broth-
ers Construction – Brandon 
Fleming; Valburg Electric 
– David Valburg; and Pre-
cision Plumbing, Heating 
and Cooling – Travis Figge.

The church is part of the 
Rock Creek Valley Histor-
ical Society Museum Com-
plex. The complex is open 
May-October 1-4 p.m., 
Thursdays, Fridays and 
Saturdays, and by appoint-
ment.
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Before and after photos of one of the six old stone 
church windows.

year as a Raider. “This job 
came open, and it just felt 
right,” he said. “It felt like 
a great place to be.”

Generally, Meyer said 
the biggest problem ed-
ucation faces is negative 
sentiment.

“Most communities, 
they support their local 
schools,” he said. “But as 
far as the state level or na-
tional level, the idea that 
public education isn’t good 
for kids, that’s hard to fight 

through sometimes. In To-
peka, there’s some of that 
negative sentiment. That 
really affects our ability 
to recruit teachers and get 
people into the profession. 
I think that’s one of the 
biggest challenges in the 
state.”

To fight that on a local 
level, Meyer said it was 
important for the district 
“to get the word about 
about what we’re doing 
and the successes that we 
have. (For example) I was 
just looking at Wamego’s 
test scores a little while 

ago, and they’re fantastic.”
Meyer has been in 

Wamego for just two 
weeks, and is beginning 
to get involved in various 
organizations. He thinks 
visibility is important, as is 
the involvement of every-
one in the school district. 
He noted site councils as 
an excellent place for par-
ent participation and he 
wants them to be inclusive.

On a personal note, Mey-
er says most family activ-
ities revolve around their 
kids’ school activities ans 
summer activities.

“I also like to golf,” he 
said, adding he was recent-
ly on the Wamego course 
and “it humbled me.”

As a new superinten-
dent, Meyer said he’d like 
Wamego to know, “I’m 
here to learn what this 
community wants out of 
their school district and to  
make this district as good 
as it can be.

“I’ve got good, solid ex-
perience coming from St. 
John,” he continued, “and 
I hope that I can use that 
experience to move this 
district forward.”
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