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For The Record

Sumner County Sheriff’s Report

Call Date/Time:
04/13/2025 09:39:44 AM  

Occurrence #: 25-188 
Officer: Bill Berry - 060 
Officer spoke to resident 

regarding a complaint against 
his neighbor. 

Location: 300 Blk W 6th 
Ave, Belle Plaine 

 
Call Date/Time:

04/13/2025 05:44:20 PM  
Occurrence #: 25-189 
Officer: Fred Simpson - 066 
Citizen reported that she 

believed to have seen and indi-
vidual who was tresspassed 
from property. Officer advised 
to call 911 to report if  person 
returned. 

Location: 400 Blk W Sum-
ner Ct, Belle Plaine 

 
Call Date/Time:

04/13/2025 07:24:48 PM  
Occurrence #: 25-190 
Officer: Fred Simpson - 066 
Citizen reported that indi-

vidual that was trespassed 
from property had returned. 
After investigation and search 
by officer and deputy, person 
of interest was not on the 
property. 

Location: 400 Blk W Sum-
ner Ct, Belle Plaine 

 
Call Date/Time:

04/14/2025 03:50:37 PM  
Occurrence #: 25-191 
Officer: Craig Divoll - 061 
Officer took a noise com-

plaint about music being 
played too loudly. Neighbor 
was contacted and turned 
their radio down. 

Location: 300 Blk W 6th 
Ave, Belle Plaine 

 
Call Date/Time:

04/14/2025 05:14:46 PM  
Occurrence #: 25-192 
Officer: Craig Divoll - 061 
Officer took a report from a 

concerned family member of 
an incident which concerned 
them about the treatment of a 
child by their Mother. 

Location: 100 Blk E 7th Ave, 
Belle Plaine 

 
Call Date/Time:

04/14/2025 09:57:42 PM  
Occurrence #: 25-193 
Officer: Craig Divoll - 061 
Officer assisted a citizen 

with getting a welfare check 
done in another jurisdiction 
on an elderly sibling from 
which he had no contact for a 
couple days. All was found to 
be okay. 

Location: 400 Blk N Lincoln 
St, Belle Plaine 

 
Call Date/Time:

04/15/2025 12:16:15 PM  
Occurrence #: 25-194 
Officer: Craig Divoll - 061 
Officer investigated an inci-

dent involving a USD 619 em-
ployee, which appeared to be 
intoxicated while working in 
the Elementary School with 
Special Ed Students. 

Location: 600 Blk N Mer-
chant St, Belle Plaine 

 
Call Date/Time:

04/17/2025 03:38:01 PM  
Occurrence #: 25-195 
Officer: Bill Berry - 060 
Officer took a Juvenile 

Complaint report. 
Location: 400 Blk N Main 

St, Belle Plaine 

 
Call Date/Time:

04/18/2025 12:54:16 PM  
Occurrence #: 25-196 
Officer: Craig Divoll - 061 
Officer performed a Welfare 

check on an elderly citizen 
who had reportedly fallen the 
previous day, to be found after 
they had been on the floor for 
an extended period of time. 
Citizen was found to be okay. 

Location: 500 Blk W 8th 
Ave, Belle Plaine 

 
Call Date/Time:

04/18/2025 01:33:24 PM  
Occurrence #: 25-197 
Officer: Craig Divoll - 061 
Officer investigated a dog 

bite, a juvenile was taken to 
the hospital for treatment of 
minor wounds, most of which 
were consistant with 

scratches rather than bite 
marks. 

Location: 800 Blk N Elm St, 
Belle Plaine 

 
Call Date/Time:

04/19/2025 04:13:53 PM  
Occurrence #: 25-198 
Officer: Fred Simpson - 066 
Traffic stop revealed auto-

mobile had incorrect tempo-
rary plate. Investigated to 
confirm that the vehicle was 
not stolen and was purchased 
from owner on title. Officers 
confirmed driver had pur-
chased from legal owner and 
released. 

Location: 800 Blk N Oliver 
Rd, Belle Plaine 

 

Belle Plaine Police Department Report

County Commissioners   
March 24, 2025 – 9:00 

A.M.  
The Board of County Com-

missioners met in regular ses-
sion in the Commission room 
of the Sumner County Court-
house.  Those present were 
Chairman Jim Newell, Commis-
sioner John Cooney and Com-
missioner Steve Warner.  Also 
present was County Clerk 
Debra A. Norris.  The meeting 
opened with the Pledge of Alle-
giance. 

The Commission reviewed 
and unanimously approved 
minutes of March 17 and 18. 

Planning and Zoning Director 
Jon Bristor discussed wording 
on zoning regulations. County 
Counselor Doug Pfalzgraf was 
also present.   

At 9:30 a.m., upon unani-
mous vote, the Commission 
entered into executive session 
for 30 minutes with County 
Counselor Pfalzgraf and 
County Advisor Jack Potucek 
for an attorney/client privileged 
matter.  Clerk Norris was 
asked to remain in the meeting.  
At 10:00 a.m., the Commission 
reconvened in open session 
with no binding action taken. 

At 10:33 a.m., upon unani-
mous vote, the Commission 
entered into executive session 
for 10 minutes with County 
Advisor Potucek for an attor-
ney/client privileged matter.  
Clerk Norris was asked to re-
main in the meeting.  At 10:43 
a.m., the Commission recon-
vened in open session with no 
binding action taken. 

County Advisor Potucek pro-
vided general review and up-
dates. 

Sumner County Humane So-
ciety Director Jodi Hearlson 
and board member Tracy 
Thomas provided updates of 
the humane society services 
provided to the entire county.  
Services are provided to 
county only, per policy of vari-
ous grants.  They advised they 
recently celebrated 5 years at 
their current location. The facil-

ity licensed through the State 
of Kansas, dictates the number 
of animals allowed.  They must 
comply with policy and proce-
dures required by the state 
during inspections.  They are 
considered a no kill shelter, ani-
mals must be spaded or 
neutered and microchipped 
when adopted out.  No tax-
payer funding is used to run 
the facility, relying solely on vol-
unteers, donations, business 
sponsorships and grants.   A re-
quest was made of the Com-
mission to consider funding in 
2026 budget preparations.  An 
invitation to tour the facility 
and see the programs offered 
was extended to the Commis-
sion. 

The Commission reviewed 
an earlier request to help fund 
improvements to the County 
Fair Building.  After discussion, 
the Commission felt a need to 
forward $20,000 from capital 
improvements for the building, 
as it belongs to the County. 

There being no further busi-
ness, the Board of County 
Commissioners adjourned at 
11:53 a.m. 

I do hereby certify that the 
foregoing is a true and correct 
copy of the proceedings of the 
Board of County Commission-
ers for the above date. 

Jim D. Newell, Chairman  
Debra A. Norris, County 

Clerk 
 
County Commissioners   
March 25, 2025 – 9:00 

a.m. 
The Board of County Com-

missioners met in regular ses-
sion in the Commission room 
of the Sumner County Court-
house.  Those present were 
Chairman Jim Newell and 
Commissioner John Cooney 
and Commissioner Steve 
Warner.  Also present was 
Deputy County Clerk Diana 
Aufdengarten.  The meeting 
opened with the Pledge of Alle-
giance. 

Road and Bridge Director 
Doug Finch provided depart-

mental updates, including roof 
replacement on the shop.  Di-
rector Finch also presented 
bids for chip sealing of 10.4 
miles, four (4) miles east of 
Mulvane to the Butler County 
line and 6.4 miles of 90th Ave 
N from Conway Springs to the 
Argonia Road. Director Finch 
received three (3) bids, from 
APAC ($226,969.60), Vance 
Brothers, Inc. ($292,864), and 
Circle C Paving ($231,362.56). 
The county will supply the 
rock for the project, $260,000 
with funding coming out of 
project money.  He hopes to 
have this project completed 
this summer.  After review, the 
Commission authorized ac-
cepting the bid from APAC.      

Director Finch also pre-
sented an agreement with 
Cook, Flatt and Stroble Engi-
neers, PA.  This agreement is to 
reallocate money left over 
from a previous bond project. 
The improvements for two (2) 
miles of 90th Ave N on the 
west side of Argonia Road.  
This road in in disrepair, with 
increased traffic due to a 
bridge being out in Harper 
County this last year.  This 
road, although not part of the 
detour, did still catch a lot of 
extra traffic further degrading 
the road.  Director Finch 
would like to cement treat 
with three (3) inches of asphalt.  
He hopes that $300,000 a mile 
will cover it and plans to have 
the project completed this year.  
The agreement presented 
would be to get the process 
started.  After discussion, the 
Commission unanimously 
signed the agreement.   

IT Director Joe Buresh met 
with the Commission regarding 
the contract for copier leases 
with Galaxie Business Equip-
ment.  Galaxie currently has an 
agreement with the State of 
Kansas that will help the 
County to save $4000 on the 
lease renewal. However, this re-
newal must be done quickly to 
take advantage of the savings, 
not to mention the fear of 
prices increasing due to the 
expected tariffs and so the 
timeframe to receive three (3) 
bids is not feasible.  Director 
Buresh asked the Commission 
to waive the bid process and 
allow a renewal of the copier 
lease with Galaixie. After dis-
cussion, the Commission 
unanimously agreed to waive 
the bid process for the copier 

advising Director Buresh to 
move forward with the copier 
lease with Galaxie.   

The Commission reviewed 
the Reno County billing con-
tract for juvenile detention 
services.  Effective 3/18/2025 
the cost for youth detention 
services will increase by 10% 
therefor the new daily service 
will be $165.00.  The Commis-
sion unanimously approved 
Chairman Newell to sign the 
contract.   

Due to the resignation of 
Greg Hill as Falls Township 
Treasurer, a recommendation 
was received from the remain-
ing board members to fill the 
vacancy with Anna Jones.  
Clerk Norris did make contact 
with Ms. Jones and she is inter-
ested in serving in the position.  
The Commission unanimously 
appointed Anna Jones to serve 
as the Falls Township Treasurer.   

County Advisor Jack Potucek 
provided general review and 
updates.   

The Commission reviewed 
and unanimously approved cur-
rent year abatement orders for 
$715.00 and prior year abate-
ment orders for $4,216.58. 

The Commission reviewed 
and unanimously approved 
month end payables for 
$439,884.88. 

At 10:21 a.m., upon unani-
mous vote the Commission en-
tered into executive session 
for 10 Minutes with County 
Counselor Doug Pfalzgraf for 
attorney/client privileged mat-
ter.  At 10:31 a.m., the Com-
mission reconvened in open 
session.  Chairman Newell ad-
vised no binding action was 
taken.   

There being no further busi-
ness, the Board of County 
Commissioners adjourned at 
10:34 a.m. 

 
I do hereby certify that the 

foregoing is a true and correct 
copy of the proceedings of the 
Board of County Commission-
ers for the above date. 

Jim D. Newell, Chairman  
Diana Aufdengarten, Deputy 

County Clerk 
 
County Commissioners   
April 7, 2025 – 9:00 

A.M.  
The Board of County Com-

missioners met in regular ses-
sion in the Commission room 
of the Sumner County Court-
house.  Those present were 
Chairman Jim Newell, Commis-
sioner John Cooney and Com-
missioner Steve Warner.  Also 
present was County Clerk 
Debra A. Norris.  The meeting 
opened with the Pledge of Alle-
giance. 

The Commission reviewed 
and unanimously approved 
minutes of March 31 and April 
1. 

Dale Schmidt and Dennis 

Horsch expressed concerns 
about the newly activated wind 
turbines.  Also present was 
Planning and Zoning Director 
Jon Bristor. 

Erma Ratliff and Mason 
Teeter, representing KanOkla, 
provided fiber installation up-
dates.   

At 10:15 a.m., upon unani-
mous vote, the Commission 
entered into executive session 
for 10 minutes with Economic 
Development Director Stacy 
Davis to discuss data relating 
to the financial affairs or trade 
secrets of corporations, part-
nerships, trust, and individual 
proprietorships.  At 10:25 a.m., 
the Commission reconvened in 
open session.  No binding ac-
tion was taken. 

County Advisor Jack Potucek 
provided general reviews and 
updates. 

There being no further busi-
ness, the Board of County 
Commissioners adjourned at 
10:57 a.m. 

I do hereby certify that the 
foregoing is a true and correct 
copy of the proceedings of the 
Board of County Commission-
ers for the above date. 

Jim D. Newell, Chairman  
Debra A. Norris, County 

Clerk 
 
County Commissioners   
April 8, 2025 – 9:00 

a.m. 
The Board of County Com-

missioners met in regular ses-
sion in the Commission room 
of the Sumner County Court-
house.  Those present were 
Chairman Jim Newell, Commis-
sioner John Cooney and Com-
missioner Steve Warner.  Also 
present was Deputy County 
Clerk Diana Aufdengarten, 
Planning and Zoning Director 
Jon Bristor and Insurance 
Clerk Jen Strickland.  The 
meeting opened with the 
Pledge of Allegiance. 

County Counselor Doug 
Pfalzgraf provide updates about 
the 2025 tax sale and township 
treasurer bond research.   

Counselor Pfalzgraf and Di-
rector Bristor discussed solar 
project regulations.  In their re-
search, they could not find any 
regulations with a 10 ft. height 
requirement for the panels off 
the ground, this could also be a 
deal breaker.  Some other 
counties have put maximum 
acreages per project regulation 
or maximum acreage per 
county.  Discussion included 
about different topics on regu-
lations, removing the 10 ft. 
height requirement.   

A prepared resolution, 
amending the commercial solar 
and wind energy project regu-
lations for Sumner County, 
with removal of the 10 ft. 
height requirement of solar 
panels off the ground was dis-
cussed with staff. Staff advised 

that research indicate that 
height restriction is probably 
not feasible.  Lengthy discus-
sion occurred as to assuring 
that adequate regulations are in 
place to properly limit solar 
projects in size and overall 
County development.  Staff is 
to report to the Commission 
with recommendations to ad-
dress those concerns. Based 
upon that understanding, the 
Commission unanimously 
adopted Resolution No. 2025-
07 amending the regulations.   

Counselor Pfalzgraf and Di-
rector Bristor provided addi-
tional updates of a Pilot 
program regarding a natural gas 
power plant by Evergy.  Coun-
selor Pfalzgraf and Director 
Bristor are going to look over 
the existing project and modify 
it to this new agreement.   

Director Bristor presented 
the Commission an application 
by LH Fireworks LLC to per-
mit the sale of fireworks in the 
unincorporated portion of the 
County.  After review, the 
Commission unanimously ap-
proved the issuance of a permit 
to LH Fireworks, LLC for the 
sale of fireworks.   

At 10:30 a.m., upon unani-
mous vote, the Commission 
entered into executive session 
for 15 minutes with Advisor 
Jack Potucek for an 
attorney/client privileged mat-
ter.  Also present were Linda 
Pfalzgraf and Jeanne Brown 
both with Sumner Mental 
Health.    At 10:45a.m., the ses-
sion was extended for an addi-
tional 10 minutes.  At 10:55 
a.m., the Commission recon-
vened in open session.  No 
binding action was taken. 

Matthew Hickman and John 
Hickman with Health Insurance 
Cooperation (HIC) Agency 
provided a summary update of 
the current health insurance 
plan, which included current 
savings of the prescription plan, 
plan performance running as, 
anticipated and mentioned they 
will be working to get renewal 
numbers for 2026 budgeting 
purposes.  They also presented 
a pharmacy rebate check from 
US-RX Care of $20,836.61.   

The Commission reviewed 
and unanimously approved cur-
rent year abatement orders for 
$4,361.56 and prior year 
abatement orders for 
$2,988.12. 

There being no further busi-
ness, the Board of County 
Commissioners adjourned at 
11:17 a.m. 

I do hereby certify that the 
foregoing is a true and correct 
copy of the proceedings of the 
Board of County Commission-
ers for the above date. 

Jim D. Newell, Chairman
Diana Aufdengarten, Deputy 

County Clerk
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