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OPINION
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LETTER TO THE EDITOR

Dear Letter to the Editor,

There’s a persistent narrative
that crops up from time to time
around town, on Facebook (es-
pecially Facebook), whispered
between neighbors, and passed
along like gossip that Kingman
is in decline. They say we’re
drying up. That nothing is hap-
pening here. That story is a
myth, and its time we start chal-
lenging it.

Sure, like every rural town in
America, we’ve had our share
of challenges. We’ve seen busi-
nesses close. We’ve watched
our youth leave for college and
careers elsewhere. We’ve felt
the weight of changing econo-
mies and shifting priorities. But
that’s not the whole story. It’s
not our story.

Here’s the truth: Kingman
is building. Kingman is grow-
ing. And Kingman, thanks to a

determined group of residents,
leaders, and entrepreneurs, is
fighting like hell not just to sur-
vive, but to thrive, to dismantle
the false narrative about who we
are and where we’re headed.

In the last few years, we’ve
secured millions in grant fund-
ing to support local businesses,
revitalize our downtown, pre-
serve historic buildings, and
invest in critical infrastructure.
We've launched programs to
help entrepreneurs get started
and to help existing businesses
expand. We’ve embraced art,
culture, and creativity, not as
luxuries, but as central to our
identity.

We’ve increased amenities
in our park system: upgrading
facilities, improving accessibil-
ity, and creating entirely new
parks that serve families, kids,
and visitors alike. From safe-

LEGAL NOTICE

(First published in the Kingman Leader-Courier on Thursday, June

19, 2025.) 3t

IN THE 30th JUDICIAL DISTRICT COURT OF
Kingman COUNTY, KANSAS
IN THE MATTER OF THE PETITION OF

Jacob Alexander Trent

TO CHANGE HIS/HER NAME TO Jacob Alexander Soza

ty surfacing to new swings to
neighborhood gathering spaces,
we are investing in the kinds of
public spaces that make a com-
munity livable and vibrant.

We’ve also upped our game
in attracting and hosting re-
gional events, including major
conferences that bring visitors,
visibility, and new energy to
our community. These efforts
are putting Kingman on the
map, and they reinforce what
we already know: this is a place
worth investing in.

We’ve taken bold steps local-
ly to better support our business
community and to create a more
unified strategy for growth.
We’ve seen people come home
and choose to raise their fami-
lies here. We’ve watched new
shops open, new ideas take root,
and new leaders step forward.
We’re working every day to
make sure Kingman isn’t just a
place people remember fondly;
it’s a great place to land today!

The results speak for them-
selves. Our city’s total valuation
has increased by $1.8 million in
the past year, a clear sign invest-

ments we are making are work-
ing. We’ve had a net increase in
both commercial and residential
utility customers over the last
five years, which means more
people are living, working, and
doing business in Kingman. In
fact, our median household in-
come has risen so significantly
we no longer qualify for several
grants aimed at lower-income
communities. That might limit
some of our funding options,
but it also tells a powerful story:
Kingman is stronger.

What should be in decline is
the tired myth that Kingman is
anti-growth, anti-progress, and
unwilling to take chances. What
should be fading is the idea that
our best days are behind us.
So the next time someone says
Kingman is in decline, tell them
they’re wrong. Tell them to look
around. Tell them to drive down
Main Street. Tell them to look
at the people working, volun-
teering, investing, and dreaming
here every single day. Tell them
I call bulls--t. And tell them
we’re just getting started.

Leslie D. Schrag, Kingman
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. Joop - AN - Toyota - Mazaa 5200 W. Kellogg, Wichita
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CJs Celebrating 65 Years in May, June and July!
Restaurant
and Sports

Bar

Karaoke is NEW - Patriotic Prints from QT Fabrics and Northcott - $12.98
back! NEW - Patriotic Quilt Backing - 108” wide
’ NEW - Quilt Backing from Riley Blake - Oasis Fabrics and QT Fabrics $3.00 OFF pe
Saturd ay, June yard. (3= yds. of same fabric)
21. Banyon Batik Wide Quilt Backing - 3 yd. pkg x 108” wide (King Size)
Buy 1 @ $69.98/ea.m - Buy 2 @ $59.98/ea. - Buy 3 @ $49.98/ea.

Saturday, June Most Fabrics Marked $2.00 & $3.00 Off Per Yard

28 come enjoy

Nature - Landscape Prints 1/2 Price - Min. cut 1 yd.
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Time Rebelllon NEW - The World of Peter Rabiit by Beatrix Potter - Quilt Kit included pattern, fabric| BROCADEEKEAFIREWOREKSSEC
(Colton’s band) & bonus book. The story of Squirrel Nukin - Reg. $110.98 - SALE $75.98.
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SPARKLING WORD SEARCH
AERIAL, ASSORTMENT, BARRAGE, BRICK,
BROCADE, BURST, CAKE, CANDLE, COMET,
CONE, CRACKLE, DUD, EFFECTS, FINALE,
FIRECRACKERS, FIREWORKS, FOUNTAIN,
FUSE, GLITTER, MORTAR, NOVELTY, PYRO-
TECNIC, SHELL, SPARKLERS




