
 
A4      SATURDAY, APRIL 26, 2025 The Newton Kansan

Kansas Home Visiting 
Week calls attention 
to local program

Following a proclamation by Gov. Laura 
Kelly, April 21-25 was “Kansas Home Visiting 
Week,” an action which called attention to 
several groups in Harvey County considered 
home visitors.

“Home visiting professionals empower and 
work alongside parents to build confidence 
and resilience. Home Visiting programs are 
rooted in the understanding that when fam-
ilies are equipped with the knowledge, sup-
port and tools to thrive, children can reach 
their highest potential,” said Harvey County 
Parents As Teachers coordinator Brittany 
Denson.

Groups in Harvey County considered 
home visitors include: Harvey County Parents 
as Teachers (PAT), Infant Toddler Services of 
Kansas serving Harvey County, and Healthy 
Families.

These professionals provide educational 
and support services to students and families, 
often in the unique and personal setting of the 
family’s home.

In Kansas, there are six main evi-
dence-based home visiting models. These 
models support healthy birth outcomes, in-
crease family self-sufficiency and help chil-
dren enter school fully prepared to succeed.

The full language of the proclamation:
TO THE PEOPLE OF KANSAS, 

GREETINGS:
WHEREAS, the early childhood years are 

the most active period for the developing 
brain and a stable, secure relationship with a 
nurturing, caring adult is a key factor in the 
development of young children; and

WHEREAS, many parents begin the dif-
ficult lifetime job of raising a child feeling 
unprepared for the challenges ahead and chil-
dren have a better, healthier start when par-
ents have the support and skills needed; and

WHEREAS, home visiting can include a 
variety of different programs and models, 
including early childhood home visiting pro-
grams and parenting education programs; 
and

WHEREAS, resources and programs that 
support parents and caregivers promote 
healthy development and strengthen family 
relationships, reducing the risk of abuse and 
neglect; and

WHEREAS, well-trained professionals im-
plement early childhood home visitation so 
that all families have the opportunity to access 

information in ways that respect their unique 
beliefs, traditions and customs; and

WHEREAS, the State of Kansas urges indi-
viduals and organizations across our state to 
utilize home visiting resources as needed to 
support the health and well-being of our chil-
dren and families.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, Laura Kelly, 
GOVERNOR OF THE STATE OF KANSAS, 
do hereby proclaim April 21-25, 2025, as 
Kansas Home Visiting Week in the state of 
Kansas and I urge all citizens to join in this 
observation.
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Harvey County PAT and Infant/Toddler teams. [Courtesy Image]

Savor the Sunday specials!
Open 10 AM to 2 PM

3001 Ivy Drive, North Newton| 316-836-4850

We can help
you create the deck

of your dreams

www.kropflumber.com
620.327.4951

Open: Mon.-Fri. 7:30am-5:30pm; Sat. 8am-Noon

400 N. Lancaster Ave.
 Hesston, KS

FREE SHIPPING & 365-DAY RETURNS

QUINCE.COM

The $35 European Linen Shirt

The ultimate luxury basic.

Available in 17 colors.

4,900+ REVIEWS

BUY 2+ LINEN APPAREL STYLES, GET $10 CREDIT

Newton High School Drama II wrote and produced a show called “Map of the 
Teenage Brain,” a series of dramatic scenes centered on raising awareness 
around mental health—particularly through the eyes of teenagers. [Michele 
Clark/Newton Kansan]

disorders, family trauma, grief, and 

depression. 
The performance was April 24  in the 

Newton High School  auditorium.
Admission was by donation, with 

proceeds benefiting mental health pro-
vider Prairie View.
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