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Chiefs give $25K to Missouri
Republicans as stadium fight drags on

BY KACEN BAYLESS
kbayless@kcstar.com

The Kansas City Chiefs
contributed $25,000 to a
political action committee
supporting Republicans in
the Missouri Senate in a
donation made public this
week.

The check, revealed in
campaign finance records
on Sunday, marks the
team’s second major con-
tribution to Missouri Re-
publicans this year. It
comes roughly six months
after lawmakers passed a
sweeping stadium-in-
centives plan in the hopes
of keeping the team inside
state lines.

The Chiefs made the
$25,000 contribution to
the Missouri Senate Cam-
paign Committee, which
raises money to elect Re-
publicans to the Missouri
Senate. The team made an
identical $25,000 dona-
tion to a PAC supporting
Missouri House Repub-
licans in August.

Daniel Seitz, the PAC’s
executive director, said in
a phone call on Wednes-
day that he would get back
with a reporter with more
details about the donation.
Seitz did not return two
follow up calls and a text

message later in the day.

Senate President Pro
Tem Cindy O’Laughlin, a
Shelbina Republican who
serves as treasurer of the
PAC, told The Star she
was not aware of the con-
tribution until it was re-
ported. A spokesperson for
the Chiefs did not imme-
diately respond to a re-
quest for comment.

It’s unclear what exactly

the donation was related
to, but Republicans firmly
control both chambers of
the Missouri General As-
sembly and hold every
statewide office. The
team’s political contribu-
tions are one indicator of
its access to power in the
state.

A review of campaign
finance reports did not
show any contributions
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The lights dim at GEHA Field at Arrowhead Stadium as players take the field before an

NFL game between the Kansas City Chiefs and the Detroit Lions on Sunday, Oct. 12,
2025.

from the Chiefs to Mis-
souri Democrats this year,
but the team donated
$2,500 to House Demo-
crats last year.

The new contribution
comes as officials in Mis-
souri and Kansas fight
over the future of the
Chiefs and the Kansas
City Royals. Lawmakers in
both states have passed
public funding in the

hopes of securing the
teams, but neither team
has committed to residing
in either state.

A Chiefs lobbyist told
Missouri lawmakers this
summer that, if the team
stays inside state lines,
they want to build a $1.15
billion renovation of Ar-
rowhead Stadium in Jack-
son County. Records ob-
tained by The Star in Oc-
tober showed that Repub-
lican Gov. Mike Kehoe
was in regular communi-
cation with the Chiefs and
Royals amid the protract-
ed fight over the teams.

Kansas campaign fi-
nance records do not in-
dicate any similar dona-
tions to Kansas lawmak-
ers.

The Chiefs have been
regular contributors to the
Missouri Senate Repub-
lican PAC and the political
arm for House Repub-
licans over the past dec-
ade. The team has donat-
ed to Missouri Democratic
candidates or PACs on
occasion, but those contri-
butions appear less often
on campaign finance re-
ports reviewed by The
Star.

The Chiefs’ connections
to politics have also made
headlines at times.

Last year, Unity Hunt, a
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company that oversees the
assets of the Lamar Hunt
family, including the
Chiefs, paid $300,000 to
a PAC that opposed a
statewide abortion rights
ballot measure in Mis-
souri.

Voters later approved
the measure, called
Amendment 3, last No-
vember, which overturned
the state’s near-total ban
on the procedure and
legalized access to the
procedure.

A Chiefs spokesperson
told The Star at the time
that the donation to the
anti-abortion group came
from Lamar Hunt Jr., who
wired money from his
account with Unity Hunt
to the PAC.

Hunt Jr., the son of
Chiefs founder Lamar
Hunt, has previously been
outspoken about his oppo-
sition to abortion and in
2020 served as the master
of ceremonies at a Kan-
sans for Life banquet.

In the weeks before the
2024 election, Chiefs
kicker Harrison Butker
also stepped into conerva-
tive politics and launched
a political action commit-
tee designed to promote
politicians who fight for
conservative Christian
values.

But Butker’s PAC ap-
peared to have fallen short
of that goal. The Star pre-
viously found that none of
the money raised by the
PAC went to candidates.

The Star’s Matthew Kelly
contributed reporting.

Senate deadlocks on health care,

BY CARL HULSE
NYT News Service

WASHINGTON

The Senate on Thursday
deadlocked on competing
proposals to avert rising
health care premiums,
blocking Democratic and
Republican alternatives in
an outcome that made it
all but certain that ex-
panded tax subsidies for
health coverage under the
Affordable Care Act will
expire at the end of the
month.

Republicans squelched a
bid by Democrats, who
had demanded action on
the issue during the 43-
day government shut-
down, to extend the insur-
ance subsidies for three
years.

Democrats turned back
a Republican alternative
that would replace the
subsidies with an expan-
sion of tax-advantaged
health savings accounts
and direct payments of up
to $1,500 to people who
buy the most basic health
insurance plans.

Neither proposal could
muster the 60 votes nec-
essary to overcome a fil-
ibuster and move ahead, a
long-expected result that
teed up a brutal battle
over health care that is
likely to shape the fight for
control of Congress next
year.

Both plans were thwart-
ed on separate votes of
51-48. Four Republicans -
Sens. Josh Hawley of Mis-
souri, Susan Collins of
Maine and Lisa Murk-
owski and Dan Sullivan,
both of Alaska - joined
Democrats in support of
taking up the extension,
while all Democrats and a
single Republican, Sen.
Rand Paul of Kentucky,
opposed the GOP alterna-
tive.

With Congress set to
leave for the holidays after
next week and the two
sides still far apart on their

leaving subsidies to expire
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Senate Majority Leader John Thune, R-S.D., takes part in a
news conference Tuesday on Capitol Hill.

approach to rising health
insurance costs, time was
nearly out to renew the
premium subsidies that
millions of Americans
depend on to afford cov-
erage on the federal
health care exchange.
Democrats have promised
to spotlight the issue in
midterm election cam-
paigns, seeing an opening
to pound Republicans for
failing to head off sharp
premium increases and
threatening health care
access at a time when
many Americans are toil-
ing to afford basic necessi-
ties.

Republicans said Demo-
crats’ bid to preserve the
subsidies would simply
maintain a “bloated”
federal program that was
meant to be temporary

and is experiencing un-
sustainable costs. They
said a new Government
Accountability Office
investigation also found
that the program is sus-
ceptible to fraud that has
contributed to insurance
company profits.

“The Democrat propos-
al, which is a three-year
extension of the status
quo, is an attempt to dis-
guise the real impact of
Obamacare’s spiraling
health care costs,” said
Sen. John Thune, R-S.D.,
the majority leader. “If we
extend this three years at
a cost of $83 billion to the
taxpayers, what happens
after three years?”

Democrats said the
Republican proposal
amounted to an inade-
quate “coupon” for health

care, noting that it would
go only to those who pur-
chased high-deductible
insurance plans that re-
quire people to pay thou-
sands of dollars for med-
ical care before receiving
coverage. They argued it
would do nothing to head
off the immediate threat
of rising premiums.

“The whole conversa-
tion about these Affor-
dable Care Act tax credits
in this town, in this build-
ing, has been focused on
the politics of this issue,”
said Sen. Jon Ossoff, D-
Ga. “This is life or death.
People will die.”

Republicans said the
root cause of the escala-
tion in health insurance
premiums was the Affor-
dable Care Act.

“Democrats know that
Obamacare has failed,”
said Sen. Mike Crapo,
R-Idaho, one of the au-
thors of the Republican
plan. “Their only offer is
more spending.”

Republicans had com-
mitted to allowing Demo-
crats a vote on their pro-
posal to extend the health
care subsidies as a condi-
tion of a deal to end the
government shutdown.

The GOP, which has
struggled for years to
coalesce around a health
care plan, had considered
not offering an alternative
to the Democratic propos-
al. But party leaders faced
pressure to put a plan
forward so Republicans
could say they had tried
something to address the
expiring tax subsidies.

House Republicans have
said they will next week
begin considering some
piecemeal measures that
represent their approach
to addressing rising health
care costs, but an exten-
sion of the subsidies is so
far not part of the mix. As
a result, a group of House
Republicans worried about
the political backlash from
allowing the breaks to
expire started a petition
Wednesday to try to force
a floor vote on a plan to
extend the subsidies on a
narrowed basis for two
years.

Talking Heads lead
singer brings tour to
KC in 2026. Tickets
on sale soon

BY JOSEPH HERNANDEZ
Jjhernandez@kcstar.com

While critically ac-
claimed rock band Talking
Heads haven’t released
any new material since
1988, their spirit has lived
on through the solo work
of their frontman, David
Byrne.

The Grammy and Acad-
emy-award winning sing-
er’s 2018 release, “Amer-
ican Utopia,” turned into a
tour, then transition into a
Broadway show which was
filmed by director Spike
Lee. Byrne’s follow-up
album, “Who Is The Sky?”
came out in September,
and now he’s embarking
on a new tour in support
of it.

The tour named after
the album travels all over
the world starting Jan. 14,
2026, including a stop in
Kansas City. Byrne head-
lines Starlight Theatre on
May 5, 2026.

“Best known as the
visionary frontman of

Talking Heads, Byrne
blends inventive sound-
scapes with striking visual
storytelling to create expe-
riences that are as
thought-provoking as they
are unforgettable,” Star-
light said in a Facebook
post.

Fans can hear songs
from Byrne’s solo work
and time with Talking
Heads, including “Psycho
Killer,” “Once in a Life-
time,” “This Must Be the
Place” and “Road to No-
where.”

A Live Nation presale
begins Wednesday, Dec.
10, at 10 a.m., and fans
can sign up online now.
Starlight presale tickets go
on sale at 10 a.m., Thurs-
day, Dec. 11, and the rest
of the public can purchase
tickets starting at 10 a.m.
Friday, Dec. 12, at kestar-
light.com.

He previously played at
The Kauffman Center for
the Performing Arts in
2018 as a part of his
American Utopia tour.
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V¥ Britannica

Biographical information from December 12 is from Encyclopae-
dia Britannica. Explore more at britannica.com.

Portia Simpson Miller, prime minister of Jamaica (b. 1945).

Bob Barker, American game show host (b. 1923).

Frank Sinatra, American singer and actor (b. 1915).

Edward G. Robinson, American actor (b. 1893).

Edvard Munch, Norwegian artist (b. 1863).
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