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Sarah J. (Cotten) 
Lindsey, 49, Galena, 
died at 9:59 a.m. Mon-
day, July 21, 2025 at 
Mercy Hospital in Jop-
lin, Missouri following 
a sudden illness.

Born July 28, 1975 
in Tuscumbia, Mis-
souri, Sarah was the 
daughter of Norman L. 
Cotten and Della Jean 
(Williams) Cotten. She 
graduated from Cheto-
pa High School with the 
Class of 1993.

She married the 
love of her life, Eric 
Lindsey, November 28, 
1998 in Miami, Oklahoma. He survives.

She was preceded in death by her father, Norman and 
her son Kolby.

Additional survivors include five daughters, Ken-
nady Lindsey (fiancé, Matthew) of Galena, Jessica Brew-
ster (husband, Skyler) of Fort Stewart, Ga.., Cori Rich-
ards (husband, Isaac) and Ashlyn Lindsey, all of Joplin 
and Nikki Rocheleau (husband, Austin) of Orlando, Fla.; 
her mother, Della J. Cotten; her in-laws John and Kay 
Lindsey; one sister-in-law, Kelli Lindsey (wife, Melissa); 
ten grandchildren, Zoey, Karah, Kamryn, Bentley, Ever-
lee, Roman, Maverick, Maddox, Kelsee, and Lennox; and 
her many “adopted” children that she loved as her own. 

Sarah welcomed everyone she met with open arms 
and an open heart. She opened her home to anyone who 
needed it, and she loved to help any way she could.

Some of her favorite things in life included music, 
reading, cooking, sewing, and watching food network, 
HGTV, and most importantly - Game Show Network. Her 
fondest memories were from her life in the desert, time 
spent at the softball fields as a coach and a parent, and 
soaking in time with her grandkids. Sarah cherished any 
and all time spent with her family who were always her 
number one priority.

Sarah has been entrusted to Derfelt Funeral Home of 
Galena for cremation. The family will host a memorial 
service later.

Sarah Lindsey, 49, Galena
Linda Sue Jorgenson, 

80, a longtime resident of 
rural Welch, Oklahoma, 
died Thursday, July the 
24th, 2025, surrounded 
by her family.

Born September 25, 
1944, in Dayton, Ohio, 
Linda was the daughter of 
Ishmael Cornelius Turner 
and Olvesta Fern (Camp-
bell) Turner. She was a 
graduate of Columbus 
High School in Colum-
bus. She was a cheerlead-
er for several years.

Linda and Verlin Joe 
Jorgenson were united in 
marriage September 19, 
1964, in a ceremony in Chetopa. 

They made their home northeast of Welch, Okla-
homa, where they raised their two children. She worked 
several years at the Welch State Bank. She and Joe then 
started the family business by owning and operating Jor-
genson Equipment. They sold Vermeer hay balers and lat-
er added a complete line of lawn equipment. They made 
many friends during their years in business. After retire-
ment, she and Joe began ranching at a larger level and 
took pride in the cattle they raised.

Linda was member of the Welch Christian Church. 
She loved to fish, going to Rhonda’s Beauty Shop on hair 
day, cooking, gardening, and organizing numerous events 
and fundraisers for area families in need of assistance.

She was preceded in death by her parents; her hus-
band, Joe; her son, Rusty Jorgenson; an infant son, Verlin 
Joe Jorgenson, Jr.; and a sister, Delores Licon.

Survivors include daughter, Kristi Bullard and hus-
band Doug, of Cherryvale; grandchildren, Lexi Baker, 
Gannon Jorgenson, Josh Baker, Jaeli Volmer and husband 
Mason, and Kasey Bailey; great grandchildren, Kimber 
Blaine, Jackson Baker, and Slade Volmer; god-children, 
Tonya Wilson and husband Darren, Jerica Wilson, Deja 
Appleton, Moxyn Smith, and Crue Appleton; a brother 
Bill Turner of West Mineral; a daughter in law, Jennifer 
Jorgenson; and two sisters-in-law, Gloria Vance and Car-
ol (Jerg) Frogley.

Graveside services will be held at 10 a.m. Tuesday, 
July 29, at the Welch Cemetery. Pastor Greg Highsmith 
will officiate. The family requests in lieu of flowers, do-
nations be made to the Welch Public Schools Enrichment 
Foundation, in which Linda was extremely passionate, 
c/o Welch State Bank P.O. Box 129 Welch, OK 74369.

Linda Jorgenson, 80, Welch, Okla.

Kenneth Kade El-
more, 41, was arrested 
Sunday by Quapaw Mar-
shals on charges of do-
mestic battery; knowing or 
reckless bodily harm, crim-
inal threat and interference 
with law enforcement; ob-
struct or resist and is being 
held without bail.

Melissa Kay Bles-
sant, 46, was admitted to 
the Cherokee County Law 
Enforcement Center Sun-
day on a court ordered 
commitment.

Eligha Keith Tash, 
42, was arrested Sunday 
by Baxter Springs Police 
officers on charges of do-
mestic battery; knowing or 
reckless bodily harm and is 
being held in lieu of $445 
bail.

Brayden Christopher 
Stewart, 22, was arrested 
Saturday by Cherokee 
County Sheriff’s Deputies 
on two warrants and is be-
ing held in lieu of $1,683 
bail.

Tyrone Daniel Hart, 
48, was admitted to the 
Cherokee County Law En-
forcement Center Saturday 
on a court ordered commit-
ment.

Ryan Edward Wid-
by, 42, was arrested Friday 
on a warrant for another ju-
risdiction and was released 
on $100 bail.

Alexandria Renee 
Kloer, 28, was admitted to 
the Cherokee County Law 
Enforcement Center Friday 
on a court ordered commit-
ment.

David Wayne Hoke, 
56, was arrested Friday by 
Galena Police officers on 
charges of failure to appear 
and is being held in lieu of 
$236 bail.

Harry William Mid-
dleton, 36, was arrested 
Friday by Cherokee Coun-
ty Sheriff’s Deputies on 
charges of failure to appear 
and is being held without 
bail.

Donnell Marchal 
Wright, 46, was arrested 
Thursday by Chetopa Po-
lice officers on charges of 
driving while license can-
celled, suspended or re-
voked and maximum speed 
limits and was released on 
$745 bail.

The Information pre-
sented in this column is 
collected from the Labette 
County Sheriff’s Depart-
ment and includes arrests 
made by the Chetopa Po-
lice Department, Oswego 
Police Department and the 
Kansas Highway Patrol 
or other state and federal 
jurisdictions and is pro-
vided for the convenience 
of the reader.  Every effort 
is made to keep such infor-
mation accurate and up-
to-date. Charges and bond 
amounts may change after 
court appearances.

The Information pre-
sented in this column is 
collected from the Chero-
kee County Sheriff’s De-
partment and is provided 
for the convenience of 
the reader. Every effort is 
made to keep such infor-
mation accurate and up-
to-date. Charges and bond 
amounts may change after 
court appearances.

Attendance
The City Council of 

Columbus, Kansas met 
July 7, 2025, at 5:30 p.m. 
presided over by Mayor 
Grant Spieth. Council 
members present: Tom 
Pryor, Misty Spear, Laura 
Epler, Steve Dunlap and 
Kathy Doherty (via Zoom).

Council members ab-
sent: None.

Tom Pryor provided 
the Invocation followed by 
the Pledge of Allegiance.

Public Forum
Elizabeth Kutz, Rob-

in Carson and Dr. Mindy 
Mayfield from SEK Ani-
mal Advocates approached 
the council requesting that 
the city consider a dona-
tion of $25-$50 per animal 
whenever they are rescued 
from the city dog pound 
by the SEK Animal Ad-
vocates. Kutz said the do-
nation would help defray 
some of the expenses of 
feeding and transporting 
the animals by the volun-
teers. Dunlap asked City 
Administrator, Jake Letner 
to gather data regarding the 
number of animals housed 
at the pound in the past 
year for further discussion.

Consent Agenda
Doherty moved to ap-

prove the consent agenda 
consisting of Appropria-
tion Ordinance #25-657 — 
July 7, 2025, City Council 
Meeting Minutes — June 
16, 2025, and Municipal 
Court Docket Summary — 
June 23, 2025. The motion 
was seconded by Spear. 
Voting aye: Pryor, Spear, 
Epler, Dunlap, Doherty. 
Voting nay: None. Motion 
carried 5-0.

Mayor
Mayor Grant Spieth 

reported that the League 
of Kansas Municipalities 
Annual Conference will 
be held on October 9 - 1 1 
at Overland Park, Kansas. 
Mayor Spieth urged coun-
cil members to attend if 
possible.

Staff Reports
City Administrator — 

City Administrator Jake 
Letner reported he would 
be presenting the 2026 pro-
posed budget later in the 
meeting.

City Clerk — City 
Clerk Ruth Hutley reported 
the city pool is averaging 
98 patrons per day with a 
good turnout for the pool’s 
annual 4th of July party.

-Hutley announced the 
city employee pool party 
will be on Thursday, July 3 
1 from 5:30 — 9 p.m.

City Treasurer — No 
Report.

Code Enforcement —
Code Enforcement Officer 
Gary Holt reported that he 
has been working to com-
pile data regarding prop-
erty violations.

Public Works — City 
Superintendent Randy Co-
ble reported that city crews 
have been busy mowing. 
-Coble reported the newly 
purchased harley rake at-
tachment is working very 
well. He said it has been 
recently used in all the 
wards and the cemetery 
with great results.

-Coble said the mulch 
for the city parks is in and 
crews are waiting for dri-
er weather conditions to 
spread it.

-Coble said the city 
spoil pile is getting full 
and he asked for council’s 
ideas on disposing of large 
pieces of asphalt from the 
pile. A suggestion was 
made to call KDOT to see 
if they had any use for it. 
Dunlap thanked cemetery 
employees for their work 
on improving the cemetery 
roads.

Police Department — 
Police Chief Kyle Clark 
reported that the police de-

partment recently assisted 
with the Freedom Fest and 
will be helping with the up-
coming county fair.

-Chief Clark reported 
that Officer Seth Brooks 
has accepted an offer of 
employment with the de-
partment. Officer Brooks 
was previously employed 
by the City of Galena Po-
lice Department and has 
approximately two years’ 
experience in law enforce-
ment.

Fire Department —
Fire Chief Steven Burton 
reported the department 
has responded to 323 emer-
gency calls to date.

-Chief Burton re-
ported he has applied for a 
$10,000 water rescue grant 
and will keep the council 
posted as to whether the 
department receives the 
grant.

New Business
2026 Proposed 

Budget Presentation.
City Administrator 

Jake Letner provided a 
proposed 2026 budget for 
all funds that have a mil 
levy, including the General 
Fund, Employee Benefits 
Fund, Library Fund, and 
Recreation Commission 
Fund. Letner suggested 
that the 2026 budget be 
considered at the Septem-
ber 2 City Council meet-
ing.

Consider Issuing a 
Notification to the Chero-
kee County Clerk of Intent 
to Exceed Revenue Neutral 
Rate for the 2026 Budget.

City Administrator 
Letner’s budget proposal 
included a request for a mil 
levy of 60.0 mils, which ex-
ceeds the Revenue Neutral 
Rate. Spear made a motion 
to issue a notification to the 
Cherokee County Clerk of 
the city’s intent to exceed 
the Revenue Neutral Rate 
for the 2026 budget, levy-
ing a total of 60.0 mils. 
The motion was seconded 
by Epler. Voting aye: Pry-
or, Spear, Epler, Dunlap, 
Doherty. Voting nay: None. 
Motion carried 5-0.

Consider Ordinance 
1524 — Adopting Uni-
form Public Offense Code, 
2025.

Pryor made a motion 
to approve Ordinance 1524 
adopting the 2025 Uniform 
Public Offense Code and 
repealing Ordinance 1516. 
Epler seconded the motion. 
Voting aye: Pryor, Spear, 
Epler, Dunlap, Doherty. 
Voting nay: None. Motion 
carried 5-0.

Consider Ordinance 
1525 — Adopting Standard 
Traffic Ordinance, 2025.

The approval of Or-
dinance 1525 adopting the 
2025 Standard Traffic Or-
dinance was tabled until 
the next council meeting.

Consider Ordinance 
1526 — Authorizing the 
Creation of a Vacant Prop-
erty Registry. Code En-
forcement Specialist Gary 
Holt opened the discussion 
regarding the creation of 
a vacant property registry. 
Holt stated the purpose of 
the proposed vacant prop-
erty registration is to create 
a centralized, comprehen-
sive database of unoccu-
pied properties within the 
City of Columbus. Holt 
added that the registry will 
strengthen the City’s abil-
ity to monitor vacant prop-
erties, enforce code com-
pliance, and ensure proper 
upkeep. After discussion, 
Epler made a motion to 
approve Ordinance 1526, 
authorizing the creation of 
a vacant property regis-
try with changes as noted. 
Spear seconded the motion. 
Voting aye: Pryor, Spear, 
Epler, Dunlap, Doherty. 
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