
MANHATTAN—Bray-
don Blubaugh of Burrton 
was one of 150 K-State 
legacies recognized with 
the K-State Alumni Asso-
ciation’s Legacy Schol-
arship.

The $2,000 scholar-
ships were awarded to 
150 students who are 
children and grandchil-
dren of K-State alumni 
for the 2025-26 academic 
year. 

K-State students re-
ceiving the scholarships 
are incoming freshmen, 
as well as incoming 
transfer students. The 
recipients include both 

in-state students and 
out-of-state students. 
The K-State Legacy 
Scholarship is awarded 
based on legacy status, 
grade point average, and 
financial need. Students 
qualify as a legacy if their 
parents or grandparents 
graduated from K-State.

“This scholarship is 
a point of pride for our 
alumni association in 
many ways. It provides 
students an opportunity 
to attend K-State while 
continuing their family 
connection to the univer-
sity,” said Adam Walker, 
president and CEO of 

the alumni association. 
“It is supported by loyal 
K-Staters who are paving 
the way for the next 
generation of K-Staters. 
It’s an investment in 
the future for both our 
students and our univer-

sity.”
The scholarships are 

made possible through 
funds generated by the 
K-State License Plate 
program, administered 
by the alumni association 
for the university.

Last week’s article 
didn’t provide a full 
picture of the state of 
assessed property val-
uations within Harvey 
County.

While it stated that 
most assessed valuations 
decreased in Harvey 
County, with more infor-
mation available, that’s 
no longer the case.

Harvey County Now 
interviewed the Har-
vey County Appraiser’s 
Office last week and 
received a document 
containing the apprais-
er’s assessed valuations 
for property in 2025.

The point of the story 
was to see if assessed 
valuations went up or 
down compared to the 
year prior. We found 
the subject newsworthy, 
because the numbers 

represent the overall tax 
base, as well as indicate 
trends property owners 
might be experiencing.

The reporter then 
compared the 2025 
assessed valuations sent 
from the appraiser’s 
office with a prior list of 
valuations put out online 
by the Harvey County 
Clerk’s Office.

The clerk’s list includ-
ed a county valuation 
at $401,722,610. The 
abstract for 2025 listed 
an assessed valuation of 
$359,305,024.

The numbers, when 
compared, showed a sig-
nificant drop in assessed 
valuations, a reversal of a 
trend of regular increas-
es.

As is commonplace 
when something sticks 
out, Harvey County Now 
reached out to the coun-
ty appraiser, noted de-
creases in the numbers, 

and set up an interview 
with the office.

When questioned 
about decreases, the ap-
praisers’ office explained 
a drop in valuations was 
caused by a decrease in 
housing price sales, as 
well as other factors, 
such as lower agricultural 
land values.

This information 
formed the basis of inter-
views with local realtors, 
who had similar senti-
ments on housing sales.

On Thursday, after the 
article was published, 
County Finance Director 
Shannon Kingsley called 
the paper to inform us 
that the 2025 appraisers’ 
office valuations do not 
include valuations for 
utilities and other prop-
erty, which are compiled 
by the State of Kansas.

She said the county 
clerk’s lists of valuations 
included state numbers.

The state’s valuations, 
according to Kingsley, 
are not available until 
June.

The result of this is 
that we compared apples 
to oranges in the article.

The final answer on 
what the size of the tax 
base will look like for the 
next year is not available.

However, we did ask 
for the same document 
from 2024 as we received 
for 2025 to at least pro-
vide an apples-to-apples 
comparison with the 
abstract from 2025.

Using both abstracts, 
the county valuation 
didn’t decrease for 2025 
but instead increased 
by seven percent. That 
overall increase will 
likely persist once all the 
information is available 
from the state.

Cities across the board 
saw assessed valuations 
increase when looking 

at just the county data, 
though most of those 
increases were smaller 
than in years prior. 

Keep your eyes out 

in June, when the state 
numbers come in and 
we’re able to provide an 
accurate picture of the 
overall situation.
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Missed information changes the story on valuations
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Kansas State students receive 2025-26 Legacy Scholarships


