
NORTH NEWTON—
Although it’s not the 
first drag show on Bethel 
College’s campus, sharing 
the event information on 
Facebook garnered extra 
attention for the event.

Lucy Buller, a student 
who is president of the 
Bethel Pride Alliance 
Council, has organized 
four other drag shows 
on campus. The campus 
holds two shows a year. 
The one in the fall is stu-
dent only, but the one in 
the spring is open to the 
community.

This time, she decid-
ed to post the event on 
Facebook so that people 
in the community who 
might be interested could 
find it.

“I don’t want to attract 
controversy or hate or 
have people feel like 
we’re shoving it down 
people’s throats,” Buller 
said.

Buller wasn’t expecting 
the event to be shared 
across several communi-
ty groups in the area.

The event was met 
with angry and critical 
comments. At first. Then, 
Buller said she noticed a 
change.

Over time, she said the 
comments became more 
supportive of the event.

“There’s been a lot 
more positive support 
than there is negative,” 
Buller said. “There’s so 
many more people than I 
even knew that are in our 
corner.”

Buller said, despite the 
angry messaging of some 
posts, they’ve still helped 
spread the word about 
the event.

“I’ve had people say 
they wouldn’t have 
known about it if they 
hadn’t seen it from it 
being posted negatively,” 
Buller said.

For anyone interested, 
she invited people to 
attend the event in Kreh-
biel Auditorium at 7 p.m. 
on Friday, May 2.

Buller said shows like 
this are important for her 
because she understands 
what they mean to the 
queer community.

Buller grew up in New-
ton and has struggled to 
find places for her in the 
community.

“Growing up in this 
environment as a queer 
person, nothing is made 
for you,” Buller said. 
“If you’re religious, the 
church is a space made 
for you. For queer people 

in towns like this, noth-
ing is made for us.”

Buller said attending 
the drag show at Bethel 
helped her feel accepted 
and like she was part of a 
community.

“Attending as a stu-
dent helped me come 
to terms with who I was 
and helped me feel safe 
to come out as a lesbian,” 
Buller said. “I know how 
life changing it can be.”

She’s expecting a big-
ger turnout to this event 
than past ones. So far, 
she said about 60 people 
have said they’re attend-
ing the show, outside 
of students. In the past, 
they normally had about 
30 people show up.

Buller said these shows 
are meant to be educa-
tional and informative 
for people who aren’t 
familiar with drag shows 
or have concerns about 
them. Buller hopes these 
shows provide a new per-
spective for people but 
isn’t expecting to change 
people’s minds.

“A lot judge without 
knowing a lot about it,” 
Buller said. “I don’t care 
what people believe 

about queer people and 
drag. What I want is for 
people to critically think 
about why they believe 
that.”

Buller said the events 
are tailored for this 
purpose, meaning the 
performers don’t cuss or 
make suggestive com-
ments.

“It’s about meeting 
people where they’re at,” 
Buller said.

She explained that the 
performers know this 
and often perform pro 
bono or at a discounted 
rate for the cause.

Buller said they have 
an intermission period 
during the show and time 
after, where people can 
meet with performers to 
ask questions and learn 
more.

Buller said she’s re-
ceived a lot of positive 
feedback from students 
in the past who showed 
up not knowing what to 
expect and learned a lot. 
Not everyone is open to 
the idea.

“Some people come 
and sit in the back and 
are on their phone the 
whole time,” Buller said. 
“We’ve done nothing to 
change their mind, but 
we at least tried.”

Buller said they’ve 
received some angry 
feedback but haven’t re-
ceived any threats. She’s 
hoping disagreements 
around the show can be 
handled peacefully. She 
said there was a protest 
scheduled for the event, 
but it was supposed to 
remain peaceful.

“Any concerns we’ve 

had is just everything 
going on in the world,” 
Buller said. “It’s danger-
ous to be out as a queer 
person, especially in rural 
areas.”
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Bethel drag show sees increased attention
HARVEY COUNTY NOW STAFF

Now in its 26th sea-
son, FloraKansas Spring 
Native Plant Days—hap-
pening April 25 to 28 in 
Hesston—continues to 
support native landscap-
ing practices that benefit 
both people and the 
environment.

FloraKansas has be-
come a seasonal tradition 
for many in the region, 
offering a wide selection 
of drought-tolerant, 
pollinator-friendly native 
and adaptable plants. 
Each plant sold contrib-
utes to healthier land-
scapes, increased habitat 
for wildlife, and more 
resilient gardens across 

Kansas communities.

FloraKansas Native Plant Days align 
with National Native Plant Month


