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BITS AND PIECES
BY MEGAN MYER

Kids Say The Darndest Things
Kids say very interesting things sometimes. Mine 

definitely do! Just this weekend, I listened to them as I 
worked in my classroom.

I almost choked on laughter more than once.
I was decorating my classroom door for Halloween 

when Vin, my 8-year-old son, saw an image of the 
Headless Horseman. One of my favorite fall stories is 
The Legend of Sleepy Hollow, so we started discussing 
the legend of the Headless Horseman.

Vin, however, got himself wrapped around the axle 
on details that really were not pertinent to the story to 
begin with.

That is one of his superpowers.
Once I finished the story of the Headless Horseman, 

Vin looked at me with all the seriousness an 8-year-old 
boy can muster.

“Mom? How does he live without a head? And how 
does he poop?”

I sat there and looked at him.
I thought the concept of spiritual beings—ghosts, 

really, since it was a ghost story I was telling—was ap-
parent to him. But, again, Vin is drawn to the “realistic” 
under the supernatural, and it is hard to separate those 
two sometimes.

“Well, honey, that’s kind of the point. He was a sol-
dier who lost his head during a war. So, as a ghost, he 
wandered around trying to find another head to replace 
his own. He doesn’t really need to ‘live,’ nor does he, 
come to think of it, need to poop. That’s all…” I waved 
my hands around my head kind of spastically, not quite 
sure how to finish that conversation.

But that was fine, because Vin, in all his innocence, 
ended it for me.

“Yeah, I get it. But hey, Mom… I bet he poops out 
pumpkins.”

His two sisters proceeded to lose their minds at the 
idea of a headless man pooping out pumpkins, and his 
confidence in his evaluation was evident.

Then, on our way home, we stopped at Casey’s and 
bought supper. Bert, my youngest, adores hamburgers. 
However, I did not know how deeply her love for beef 
ran.

From the back seat, and with total confidence, I 
heard a little voice say, “If I ever die, I’ll have a ham-
burger in my hand.”

Not for the first time that day, my eyes got huge, 
and my mind spun at the emotionally confident way in 
which one of my children had said something absolute-
ly outlandish.

I immediately messaged my husband, and his re-
sponse was very much like my own:

“Seems about right.”
My children had plenty of things to say this week-

end. They made hilarious remarks, confused me, 
entertained me, and made me question their mental 
well-being at some points.

But I have noticed that when I am quiet and just 
being around them, I hear some pretty hilarious things. 
And, somehow, those moments warm my heart and 
remind me what innocence looks, and sounds, like.

They keep me young.
And with them around, I will always have something 

to laugh about, something to smile about, and—appar-
ently—some sort of philosophical, scientific, discussion 
about the digestive systems of supernatural beings.

Knot Hole News
SPONSORED BY
•  “Duty is something everybody else ought to do.”
•  Myrtle: “Well, I guess I’ll never marry now.” 

Merton: “Didn’t you send your photograph to the 
Lonely-Hearts Club? Myrtle: “Yes, but they wrote on 
it, “We’re not that lonely,” and sent it back.

•  Liquid sunshine on the California beaches is so 
thick that nobody needs a bathing suit. At one drive-
in there, a customer complained that his coffee was 
weak. “Weak!” the proprietor replied; “Why I haven’t 
put any coffee in yet. You’ve been drinking fog!” 
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NOTICE OF GENERAL ELECTION

November 3, 2026
Cloud County, Kansas

Pursuant to the provisions of law found at K.S.A. 25-105, I, Shella 
Thoman, County Clerk of Cloud County, Kansas, hereby give notice that 
a General Election will be held on the 3rd day of November, 2026, at 
which candidates from the following list may be elected for the various 
offices. Having received from the Secretary of State a certified list of can-
didates nominated by each of the political parties of the state, I hereby 
publish so much thereof as is applicable to this county, and I have added 
thereto the names and addresses of the candidates nominated by the 
several political parties as the same appear on file in my office.
UNITED STATES SENATE
DEMOCRAT: Adam Hamilton 
 PO Box 6, Stilwell, KS 66085
REPUBLICAN: Roger Marshall
LIBERTARIAN: David C Graham  
 7220 W. 83rd St., Overland Park, KS 66204
UNITED STATES REPRESENTATIVE, 1ST DISTRICT
DEMOCRAT: Lauren Reinhold 
 4000 W. 6th Street, Ste B #241, Lawrence, KS 66049
REPUBLICAN: Tracey Mann 
 PO Box 1084, Salina, KS 67402
LIBERTARIAN: Steven Jacob 
 1829 Kentucky St Apt 4, Lawrence, KS 66044
GOVERNOR/LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR
DEMOCRAT:  Cindy Holscher/ KC Ohaebosim
 P.O. Box 2903, Olathe, KS 66063
REPUBLICAN:  Ty Masterson / Jeffrey Klemp
 P.O. Box 424, Andover, KS 67002
SECRETARY OF STATE
DEMOCRAT: Jennifer Day
 P.O. Box 104, Mission, KS 66202-9810
REPUBLICAN: Pat Proctor
 PO Box 3421, Ft Leavenworth, KS 66027
UNITED KANSAS: Scott E. Morgan
 1618 Inverness Drive, Lawrence, KS 66047
ATTORNEY GENERAL
DEMOCRAT: Chris Mann 
 PO Box 4005, Overland Park, KS 66204
REPUBLICAN: Kris Kobach
 P.O. Box 155, Lecompton, KS 66050
STATE TREASURER
DEMOCRAT: Juan C. Luengo
 14904 S. Summit St, Olathe, KS 66062
REPUBLICAN: Steven Johnson
 10197 S. Hopkins Road, Assaria, KS 67416
LIBERTARIAN: Eric Lund
 3003 Lakeview Cir S, Paola, KS 66071
COMMISSIONER OF INSURANCE
DEMOCRAT: Dinah Sykes
REPUBLICAN: Daniel Hawkins
 9406 W. Harvest Ln., Wichita, KS 67212
LIBERTARIAN: Ric Koehn
 304 S 6th St, Cimarron, KS 67835
STATE REPRESENTATIVE, 64TH DISTRICT
DEMOCRAT:
REPUBLICAN:  Lewis (Bill) Bloom
 1901 Frontier Rd, Clay Center, KS 67432
STATE REPRESENTATIVE, 107TH DISTRICT
DEMOCRAT:  Cheri Koochel
 5277 N. Moonlight Ct, Salina, KS 67401
REPUBLICAN:  Dawn Wolf
 600 N. Putnam St., Bennington, KS 67422
STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION MEMBER, 5TH DISTRICT
DEMOCRAT:  Lorie Wood 
 Dresden, KS 67635
REPUBLICAN:  Jean Clifford 
 102 Drury Lane, Garden City, KS 67846
COMMISSIONER - 1ST DISTRICT
DEMOCRAT:
REPUBLICAN:  Mike Cleveland
 2316 Plum Rd, Concordia, KS 66901
CITY OF CONCORDIA - CITY COMMISSIONER (2)
 Cheryl Lanoue
 1415 Archer St, Concordia, KS 66901
 Ricky L. Simpson
 922 E 10th St, Concordia, KS 66901
CITY OF MILTONVALE - CITY COUNCIL (3)

TOWNSHIP CLERK
ARION
   DEMOCRAT:
   REPUBLICAN:
AURORA
   DEMOCRAT:
   REPUBLICAN:
BUFFALO
   DEMOCRAT:
   REPUBLICAN:
CENTER
   DEMOCRAT:
   REPUBLICAN:
COLFAX
   DEMOCRAT:
   REPUBLICAN: 
ELK
   DEMOCRAT:
   REPUBLICAN:
GRANT
   DEMOCRAT:
   REPUBLICAN:
LAWRENCE
   DEMOCRAT:
   REPUBLICAN:
LINCOLN
   DEMOCRAT:
   REPUBLICAN:
LYON
   DEMOCRAT:
   REPUBLICAN:
MEREDITH
   DEMOCRAT:
   REPUBLICAN:
NELSON
   DEMOCRAT:
   REPUBLICAN:
OAKLAND TOWNSHIP
   DEMOCRAT:
   REPUBLICAN:
SHIRLEY TOWNSHIP
   DEMOCRAT:
   REPUBLICAN:
SIBLEY TOWNSHIP
   DEMOCRAT:
   REPUBLICAN:
SOLOMON TOWNSHIP
   DEMOCRAT:
   REPUBLICAN:
STARR TOWNSHIP
   DEMOCRAT:
   REPUBLICAN:
SUMMIT TOWNSHIP
   DEMOCRAT:
   REPUBLICAN: 
SUPREME COURT JUSTICE
   POSITION NO. 1:
   POSITION NO. 2:
   POSITION NO. 3:
   POSITION NO. 4: Eric S. Rosen
 301 S.W 10th Ave, Topeka, KS 66612
   POSITION NO. 5:
   POSITION NO. 6: Larkin E. Walsh
   POSITION NO. 7:
COURT OF APPEALS JUDGE
   POSITION NO. 1:
   POSITION NO. 2: Lesley Ann Isherwood
   POSITION NO. 3: Amy Fellows Cline
   POSITION NO. 4:
   POSITION NO. 5: Kim R. Schroeder
 301 SW 10th Avenue, Topeka, KS 66612
   POSITION NO. 6:
   POSITION NO. 7: Lori Ann Bolton Fleming
   POSITION NO. 11:
   POSITION NO. 13: Jacy Hurst
DISTRICT COURT JUDGE, #12 DISTRICT
   DIVISION 2:  Jennifer R. O’Hare
CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT
The hours of voting in all precincts of the county will be held from 
7:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m.
Witness my hand and seal this 25th day of September, 2026.
/s/
Shella Thoman
County Clerk 1th

Shuttle van driver needed 
to transport railroad crews.

Part time $15.00/hr.
The location is in 

Concordia. The hours and 
days are flexible, but it is an 

on call position.
Please text or call

785-543-7314

SHUTTLE VAN 
DRIVER NEEDED

Kansas Classifieds
For Sale
Place your 25-word classified in 

the Kansas Press Association and 
135 more newspapers for only $300/ 
week. Find employees, sell your 
home or your car. Call the Kansas 
Press Association @ 785-271-5304 
today! 

Misc.
We Buy Houses for Cash AS-IS! 

No repairs. No fuss. Any condition. 
Easy process: Call, get cash offer and 
get paid. Call today for your fair cash 
offer: 1-913-365-1969

Misc. 
We Buy Vintage Guitars! Looking 

for 1920-1980 Gibson, Martin, 
Fender, Gretsch, Epiphone, Guild, 
Mosrite, Rickenbacker, Prairie State, 
D'Angelico, Stromberg. And Gibson 
Mandolins / Banjos. These brands 
only! Call for a quote: 1-620-207-3684

Misc. 
CASH PAID FOR HIGH-END MEN'S 

SPORT WATCHES. Rolex, Breitling, 
Omega, Patek Philippe, Heuer, 
Daytona, GMT, Submariner and 

Speedmaster. These brands only! Call 
for a quote: 1-620-267-6015.

Misc.
GOT AN UNWANTED CAR??? 

DONATE IT TO PATRIOTIC HEARTS. 
Fast free pick up. Patriotic Hearts’ 
programs help veterans find work or 
start their own business. Call 24/7: 
1-877-850-0048

Misc.
BATH & SHOWER UPDATES in as 

little as ONE DAY! Affordable prices 
- No payments for 18 months!  Life-
time warranty & professional installs. 
Senior & Military Discounts available.  
Call: 1-877-625-8924

Misc.
AGING ROOF? NEW HOMEOWN-

ER? STORM DAMAGE? You need a 
local expert provider that proudly 
stands behind their work.  Fast, free 
estimate. Financing available.  

Call 1-877-835-0240 Have zip 
code of property ready when calling!

Misc.
WATER DAMAGE CLEANUP & 

RESTORATION:  A small amount of 
water can lead to major damage in 
your home. Our trusted professionals 
do complete repairs to protect your 
family and your home's value! Call 
24/7: 1-877-420-3509 Have zip code 
of service location ready when you 
call!

Misc.
NEED NEW WINDOWS?  Drafty 

rooms? Chipped or damaged 
frames? Need outside noise 
reduction? New, energy efficient 
windows may be the answer! Call for 
a consultation & FREE quote today. 
1-877-514-4844 You will need to 
have your zip code to connect to the 
right provider.

My Favorite Older Person 
BY HADDIE HANSON

Grandpa Kenny
Who loves golf a lot and can make a hole in one? 

My grandpa Kenny! He has white hair and blue eyes. 
Before he retired, he was the best mailman in all of 
Salina, in my opinion. He liked doing it downtown so 
he could talk to the shop owners and people down-
town.

There are a few qualities my grandpa has. Here 
are a few of them. He is kind, friendly, and funny. 
He is really kind. He is a good role model. He leads 
by examples. He always helps me when I fall. My 
grandpa is really friendly. He always helps people 
even when they don’t ask. My grandpa is so funny, he 
tells the funniest jokes and I laugh until my stomach 
hurts! These are just a few of the great things my 
grandpa possesses.

I like to do a lot of things with my grandpa. Here 
are just a few. We like to build towers, take golf cart 
rides, and play games. We like to build block towers. 
One time we built a tower as tall as grandpa! We re-
ally like to play games. He always has a great strategy 
for every game. We like going on golf cart rides to-
gether. He goes so fast, it is really fun. We love doing 
a lot of activities together, these are just a few.


