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Generalizing about Baby Boomers

W
By Dorothy Rosby

The headline on my internet
newsfeed read “9 laughable
things that will die oft with
baby boomers — how many
are you still doing?” I'm a baby
boomer. I clicked on the head-
line.

The list included refusing to
use cruise control, believing
everything on cable news and
keeping a formal living room
for guests only. It turns out I
don't have any of the laugh-
able behaviors listed. I do,
however, have other laughable
behaviors and one of them is
clicking on dumb headlines
in my newsfeed. I don’t think
that one is confined to baby

boomers.

We all know how the internet
works. There are little elves in
cyberspace whose job is to as-
sist internet users and make
lots of money for their tech gi-
ant masters. They spend their
days gathering articles with
the same perspective as the
ones we click on and sticking
them in our newsfeeds so that
we'll keep on clicking. Nei-
ther the tech giants nor the
elves care that the poor hap-
less clicker is getting a skewed
view of the world. And my
view became that baby boom-
ers were being picked on.

Over the course of several
days I got, among many other
headlines, “Seven harsh truths
about working with boomers,”
“Outdated phrases boomers
still use that instantly trigger
social anxiety, and “Things
baby boomers were taught in
school that aren’t true” They
kept coming because I kept
clicking on them. If I'd had the
good sense to click on a link
for how to make blueberry
pie, Id be getting blueberry
pie recipes instead.

Luckily, my column provides
me with a platform to make
a well-reasoned case against

I Roll Call
1. Additions to and Adoption of the Agenda
1. Consent Agenda

b. Report and Action on Bills Submitted
c. Approval of Treasurer’s Statement
d

Mrs. Anderson, MGS Principal Update
Mrs. Odgers, MISHS Principal Update

V. Report of Superintendent

c. Projected Enrollment for 26-27

VI. Old Business
a. Cell Phone Policy: KASB Policy Update

VL. New Business

TMOO®>

IX. Board Member Updates
X. Visitors” Comments

XI. Adjournment

administrator or superintendent reach out to you.

Board of Education Meeting
August 10, 2026
Meeting Time at 6:30 p.m.

a. Approval of Minutes of Previous Meeting

. Transfer $200,000 from Contingency Reserve to the Supplemental Budget

V. Reports and Comments of Principals, Athletic Director, Visitors
Recognition: Participants of the National Trap Shooting Club

Mrs. Graff, MJSHS Assistant Principal/A.D. Update
David Chavarria, I.T./Communications Coordinator Update

a. Idle Funds & Projections Monthly Update
b. Capital Outlay Update: MJSHS Plumbing, MGS Roof #3 Status and Planning for 26-27

. Health Insurance: Apollo Group & Blue Cross Blue Shield Update
. Review 26-27 Proposed Budget & RNR Publication for the Minneapolis Messenger
. Salina Area Technical College Agreement Renewal (Action Item)
. Classified Raises and Evaluation System Pilot Update
Executive Session to Discuss Non-Elected Personnel
Employee Resignation(s) & Confirmation(s)

VIIl.  September 14, 2026, Revenue Neutral Rate Hearing Begins at 6:10 p.m. at USD 239 Board of
Education Office at 716 E. 7 St., Minneapolis, KS, 67467. The USD 239 September 14, 2026, Board
Meeting will follow at the conclusion of the Revenue Neutral Rate Hearing, and Budget Hearing:
Items for Next Month’s Agenda: LOB Resolution, Proposed Budget

e Citizens may address the board on agenda or non-agenda items only during the “Visitor” portion of the meeting.
Although comments may be made on almost any matter related to the operation of schools, comments will not
be allowed concerning individual students or staff members. School board meetings are private meetings held in
a public setting. All patrons are welcome to comment during this time. Please keep in mind that the board will
listen, and then if there is a concern that needs to be addressed, the board president will have the building
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Yl Accessible

Celebrating Two Decades of Caring
for our Minneapolis-Area Neighbors

Home Health..

785-407-5033 ==

AccessibleHC.com

Locally Owned * Skilled Nursing © Home Therapy (PT/OT/ST) * Admin Meds.
Lab Draws & IV/Injections  COPD ¢ Diabetes ¢ Caregiver Services ¢ And More!

Accessible
Home Care.
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whomever or whatever is
bothering me at the moment.
Or at least, a case. So here
goes:

One of the headlines I clicked
on was “15 things boomers
keep in their homes that no
one uses anymore.” Right off
the bat I was annoyed. To say
“no one” uses something is a
sweeping generalization. My
husband and I are not “no
ones” While we don't have
rolodexes, alarm clocks or
encyclopedias, we do have
check registers. They go with
our checkbooks. And we use
them—when we remember to.
Maps were another item on
the list. My husband uses both
maps and GPS to navigate.
I use both GPS and my hus-
band to navigate. But I'd use
maps too if I could read them.
They’re never out of the ser-
vice area and they never need
charging.

A similar article was titled,
“Everything that will disap-
pear with the baby boomer
generation (fingers crossed)”
I don't dispute that fax ma-
chines, couches wrapped in
plastic and wearing suits and
ties to work will all go the way
of the T. rex. And I won’t miss
them either. I never wrapped
my coach in plastic or wore a
suit and tie to work anyway.
But I definitely don’t have my
“fingers crossed” about some
items on the list disappearing.
For example, I feel part of an
elite group because my car has
a manual transmission. I have
that feeling so rarely that I'd
like to hang on to it.

Nor do I have my fingers
crossed that both cash and
checks vanish. If checks go,
what will I do with my check
register?

Coincidentally I read that
article shortly after I mailed
checks to three graduates in
my life. Apparently they're
happy I still use checks be-
cause they all cashed them.
What bothered me most
about all the articles was that
they generalized, as though
boomers are all alike. Boom-
ers do this...boomers keep
that. That’s exactly how some
boomers generalize about
millennials and Gen Zers,
only more annoying—to a
boomer anyway.

Salina
Rescue
Mission
Needs List

Items needed at the Salina
Rescue Mission this month
include:

« Antacids

o Coffee

« Cough Drops

» Powdered Milk

o Salad Dressing

Donations may be delivered
seven days a week between 8
am. and 8 p.m. to the Mis-
sion located at 1716 Summers
Road in Salina.

Prefer to shop online? Check
out our Amazon Wishlist at
https://a.co/eKVZza$ to send
items directly to the Mission.

Thank you for caring for our
homeless neighbors - your
support makes a lasting im-
pact!

THOUGHT FOR THE DAY

“You cannot have a
positive life and a
negative mind.”

~Joyce Meyer

WE ARE

HIRING

SUBURBAN DRIVER FOR STUDENT
WITH SPECIAL NEEDS: DAILY ROUTE
FROM MINNEAPOLIS TO

SALINA & BACK

6:50-8:15 A.M.
2:15-3:35 P.M.
AUG. 17-MAY 26

Apply Now

https://tinyurl.com/45rut5mn

or
Call (785) 392-2167 to
schedule an interview.

General Public Transportation
for all residents of Ottawa Co.

TRANSPORTATION
Call to schedule a ride:

(855) 577-4337

Monday - Friday; 8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.

First come, first served basis
All trips have equal priority
Funded in part by KDOT Public Transit Dept,

www.salinacitygo.com

Kansas Farm Bureau
VOTE FBF Endorses
Incumbent Dawn
Wolf for 107th House

District

The Ottawa County Farm Bu-
reau has announced that Kan-
sas Farm Bureau VOTE FBF
has officially endorsed incum-
bent Representative Dawn Wolf
in her bid for re-election to the
107th District of the Kansas
House of Representatives.

Local agricultural leaders
highlighted Wolf’s proven track
record and dedication to rural
communities as key factors be-
hind the endorsement. Ottawa
County Farm Bureau represen-
tatives expressed strong confi-
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dence in her ability to continue
advocating for the district’s ag-
ricultural and economic priori-
ties in the state capitol.

“We believe she has the expe-
rience, values, and leadership
to represent our county well in
Topeka,” the organization stated
in its announcement.

Wolf, who currently serves
District 107, will carry the offi-
cial Political Action Committee
endorsement of Kansas Farm
Bureau as she seeks to maintain
her seat in the state legislature.
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-BUILDING SITE PREPARATION
-MANURE HAULING & SPREADING
-BASEMENT EXCAVATION

-PONDS, TERRACES, WATERWAYS
-SITE CLEARING TREE REMOVAL

-DIRT & ROCK HAULING




