
There is an important difference between news and public information.
Reporters should decide what news is. Government agencies should not expect a 

news story to replace a communications budget.
If an agency needs the public to understand a tax program, election, health ser-

vice, school initiative, or government program, it should budget to communicate that 
information through trusted local media.

The same is true for nonprofits.
A news release is not a communications plan. If telling people about available services or important community 

work is part of the mission, telling that story should also be part of the budget.
Some states have started to act, creating tax credits and other programs to help protect local journalism jobs.
Congress should move, too.
The Community News and Small Business Support Act would help keep or expand local coverage in rural com-

munities while also helping small businesses advertise in their local market.
That matters because local stores are fighting their own battle.
They cannot compete online against Amazon, national chains, and big-box retailers with enormous advertising 

budgets and sophisticated digital marketing operations.
Helping small businesses advertise locally could strengthen downtown businesses and local news coverage at 

the same time.
Saving local news is not about nostalgia.
It is about whether communities can still make informed decisions, preserve their shared history, and hold 

those in power accountable.
A community without a newspaper does not become better informed. It becomes more dependent on rumor, 

social media, press releases, and outside narratives.
It becomes less informed, less connected, and easier to mislead. Accountability 

weakens. Civic engagement declines. And gradually, a community loses part of its 
shared identity.

Newspapers are not dead. But they are fragile and under pressure.
People still read newspapers. They still value public notices. They still rely on local 

newspapers to understand their communities.
In other words, they still matter.
Maybe now more than ever.

Robb Hicks is a third-generation Wyoming newspaperman and publisher of the Buf-
falo Bulletin. In 2025, Hicks, his wife Jen Sieve-Hicks, and Rob and Shaylee Mortimore 
stepped in after eight Wyoming newspapers abruptly closed. Together, they reopened 
the papers, restored local news coverage, and kept those communities from becoming 
news deserts. Today, their growing newspaper group is focused on finding sustainable 
ways to preserve strong, locally owned journalism in rural communities.

Page 4A   |   Sentinel-Times   |   Thursday   |   October 8, 2026 community

NEWSPAPER,  From 2A

Be Seen In Our Business,        
Professional & Service Directory

414 Main Street
Stockton, Ks 67669

785.425.6354
FAX: 785.425.7292

Dirt Work

Advertise Your Business HERE!
• PRICES BELOW ARE COST PER WEEK •

1” Ad—$5.00	 2” Ad—$7.00	 3” Ad—$10.00

Optometrist

Paul M. laMPert, O.D.
100 S. Main

Plainville, KS
(785) 434-2074

•
FaMily eye Care

•
We welcome new patients

 • Medicare
 • Medicaid
 • Healthwave and
 • BC Provider

Legal Services

Gasper
Law Office

General Practice
Real Estate

Estate Planning
Domestic

419 Main
785-415-2052

Joseph D. Gasper
Attorney-at-Law

Legal Services

DANIELLE
N. MUIR

Muir Law Office, P. A.
410 Main, Stockton, KS

(785) 415-2120
General Practice of Law, including:

Probate & Estate Planning
Real Estate & Settlement Services

Family Law

dmuir@ml-cct.com

Optometrist

785.425.6381

418 Main
Stockton, KS

101 W. Main
Osborne, KS

785.346.5437

Legal Services

TERRY L. CIKANEK
ATTORNEY-AT-LAW

General Practice of Law
Trust, Probate, Estate Planning & Real Estate
405 Main Street, Stockton, KS

(785) 425-6731

Lawn Equipment

JAKE’S SERVICE
Authorized Dealer For:

Stihl Power Tools • Briggs-Stratton • Kohler Engines

785-425-6695

Sales and
Service

East Hwy 24 - Stockton

Title Work

410 Main, Stockton, KS

(785) 415-2120
dmuir@ml-cct.com

Serving Rooks County
and the surrounding areas

Accountants

MAPES AND MILLER LLP
Certified Public Accountant
Thomas B. Carpenter, CPA

503 Main • P. O. Box 506 • Stockton, KS 67669
(785) 425-6764

Insurance

Be Seen In Our Business,        
Professional & Service Directory

323 South Cedar, Stockton

785-425-6511

• Grain Storage
• Feed Mill
• Fuel
• Propane
• Seed
• Fertilizer
• Farm Store

Farm Supplies

Advertising/Marketing 414 Main Street
Stockton, Ks 67669

785.425.6354
FAX: 785.425.7292

• Copying
• Laminating
• Job Printing
• Table Cover

• Self-Inking Stamps
• Wedding Invitations

• Faxing
• Business Cards

• Advertising                                      
(Newsprint & Digital)

• Business Forms
• Promote Business

print/digital advertising to promote your business

Sentinel-TimesSentinel-Times

Sentinel-TimesSentinel-Times

  Call 425-6354 to get your business or professional      
services listed here for as little as $5.00 a week

Business, Professional & Service Directory 

Total Hardware

®

Carmicheal

Hardware
201 W Mill  |  Plainville

785-434-2927

Whirlpool
Kitchen Appliances

Insurance

Automotive

111 W. Mill St. • Plainville, KS
www.facebook.com/TylersAuto

For All Your Tire And 
Automotive Repair Needs!

785-688-4030

Windshield RepairHousing

COUNTRY LANE
APARTMENTS

505 N. Main St  |  Plainville, KS
u 1 & 2 Bedroom Units
u Rent to all w/o regard to income
u 62+ or disabled individuals
u Partial utilities paid
u Appliances furnished
u On-site laundry

Office Hours: 9-12, M-F
785-434-4760 EQUAL HOUSING

LENDER

This institution is an Equal Opportunity Provider.

Dirt Work

Banking

201 S. MAIN ST.    PLAINVILLE
785-434-2809

WINDSHIELD REPAIR
OF PLAINVILLE

Fix all cracks, chips, bull eyes,& stars
Diamond Clear Resin • Computerized Repair • Free Estimates

Roger Kriley 
785-737-7120   805 S. Section Line  Plainville, KS 67663

Where Rooks County Comes Together

Custom Haying

3  Swathing
3  Round Bales
3  Square Bales

Van Dyke
Custom Haying

Plainville

Matt Van Dyke

785-303-0450

Dentist

Dr. Cynthia Peticolas, D.M.D.
General Dentistry

624 So. First
785-425-6269

Tracy’s Plumbing 
Heating &

Air Conditioning
785-425-7268    Tracy Buss

Plumbing/Heating & Air

Insurance

Shane Dewey, Agent
213 W Mill Street

Plainville, KS 67663
785.688.4101 | 785.259.8582 cell

Auto

Home

Business

Farm/Crop

Ministry

Call or Visit Us Online for
Your Free Quote

Your Local Insurance Agency

www.garrettinsurance.com

416 Main St.  •  Stockton, KS
425-6734

Food

Pizza Hut
Plainville

611 S. Washington
785-434-7232

Recycling

Robb Hicks

Elfego Baca was a hand-
some young sheriff’s dep-
uty when he fought a 
famous two-day gun bat-
tle against 80 cowhands 
from the Texas John 
Slaughter ranch. He sur-
vived, and four cowboys 
didn’t. He then went on to 
a law enforcement career 
in Socorro, New Mexico, 
and then became an attor-
ney. But Elfego wouldn’t 
be Elfego if he just filed 
briefs. Oh no. This man, 
who was the subject of 
a Walt Disney film half a 
century later, became a 
lawyer you could write 
home about. His clien-
tele stretched from Albu-
querque to El Paso, and 
he gave practicing law the 
same…flamboyance…

he gave to law enforce-
ment. One of the best 
stories of Elfego’s lawyer 
days…and please remem-
ber these days were often 
alcohol-enhanced… con-
cerned a client in El Paso. 
Baca was in Albuquerque 
at the time, so the client 
wired him, saying, “I’m in 
jail in El Paso and charged 
with murder. Please 
come.” And Elfego wired 
back. “Leaving immedi-
ately with three eyewit-
nesses.”

xxxx
Brought to you by “The 

Secret of the Gila Cliff 
Dwellings, a New Mexico 
Rangers Mystery” by Lon 
Lawrence. Contact inks.
crowbar.5e@icloud.com.

got news? 
Email: sentineltimesnews@gmail.com


