Former Viking continues
to make a name for
himself at Park University

From small-school stand-
out to the national scene,
Cody Hammond’s rise has
been nothing short
of remarkable.

The Central
Heights High
School alum has
taken his talents | ©
to Park University
in Missouri, where
he is now ranked
No. 4 nationally
in the 800 meters.
Hammond clocked
a blistering 1:50.75, shat-
tering a 32-year-old Park
indoor 800-meter school
record by nearly two sec-
onds.

But he didn’t stop there.

Hammond also owns the
Pirates’ indoor mile record,
running 4:14.73 and break-
ing the previous mark by
nearly four seconds. He’s a
key leg on Park’s 4x800-me-
ter relay team that set the

Hammnd

school record at 7:39.44 and
is currently ranked No. 6 in
the nation. In addition, he
sits No. 11 nation-
ally in the 1,000
meters with a time
of 2:27.61.

His dominance
traces back to his
high school days.
At the 2025 Kansas
state track meet,
Hammond capped
a legendary career
by winning the
800m, 1600m and 4x800m
relay, while placing third
in the 3200m. He was a
cornerstone of Central
Heights’ 2A state champi-
onship team — a tight-knit
group of four athletes who
powered the program to a
title.

Cody Hammond is proof
that elite talent can come
from anywhere and he’s
just getting started.
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meeting in January the
plan seemed to go awry due
to complaints about some
of those locations.

“So I'm just waiting and
doing other things,” Mills
said.

Mills took the public’s
pulse on the pavilions more
than a year ago and made
five recommendations to
city commissioners at that
time, which were referred
to the city planning com-
mission. That board for-
warded its recommen-
dation of the three sites,
which city commissioners
adopted at their December
23 meeting, leaving contin-
gencies for possible Federal
Aviation Administration
input on the airport site
and admitting the purchase
of the downtown site had
not been closed. But follow-
ing critics comments at the
January 13 follow up meet-
ing, commissioners Jody
Cole and Nate Wiehl said
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the pavilion siting had not
been nailed down and that
location options were still
being considered.

City manager Travis
Wilson confirmed to the
Review Tuesday the siting
appeared confirmed from
the December 23 meeting.

“Looking back at
the 12/23/2025 City
Commission Meeting, a
Plan Review was presented
to the City Commissioners
that was voted on and
passed unanimously by the
Governing Body,” Wilson
said. “The three (3) loca-
tions in that Plan Review
were the Recreation
Center, the Airport, and the
Farmers Market location
contingent upon the pur-
chase of the lot.” He said
none of that site prep work
had yet been started.

Mills told county com-
missioners a Patterson
Foundation grant of
$250,000 for the reassem-
bly of the pavilions would
expire as of October 1 if
requests for proposals were

not received and approved.
Garnett obtained the struc-
tures for the cost of their
relocation and transporta-
tion after Overland Park
made plans for a new $34
million farmers market
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facility. Wilson said city
labor was used primarily
on already budgeted pay-
roll, but additional cost
figures for that relocation
have not been released.
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Gongratulations

Girls State
Wrestling Qualifiers

See them in action Feb. 27-28 at Fort Hays State University!

REPRESENTING THE CENTRAL HEIGHTS VIKINGS
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Best of luck from these area supporters of womens'’ athletics...
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MOBREE BARNES

Adamson Bros.
Heating & Cooling
Ottawa
(785) 242-9273

Benjamin Realty
Garnett
(785) 448-2550

Bluestem Farm & Ranch
Emporia
(620) 352-5502

Anderson County Abstract
Garnett
(785) 448-2426
Bones Rock Yard
Ottawa
(785) 242-3070

Anderson County Re-
view
Garnett
(785) 448-3121 Brand ‘N Iron
Princeton
Arnold’s Prairie Green- www.thebrandniron.com
house
LeRoy

(620) 964-2423

Brummel Farm Service
Garnett
(785) 448-5720
AuBurn Pharmacy
Garnett
(785) 448-6122

CARSTAR
Ottawa
(785) 242-8916
Barnes Seed Service, LLC
Garnett
(785) 304-2500

East Kansas Agri-Energy
Garnett
(785) 448-2888

Farmers State Bank
Garnett

www.fsbkansas.com
Member FDIC - Equal Opportunity Lender.

Flynn Appliance Center

lola
(620) 365-2538

Garnett Home Center
& Rental
Garnett
(785) 448-7106

Kansas Property Place
www.kspropertyplace.
com
(785) 448-3999

Leiser Excavating &
Tree Work
(620) 437-7384

Midwest Collision
Paola
(913) 294-4016

Nature’s Touch
Garnett
(785) 448-7152

Patriots Bank
Garnett

www.patriotsbank.com
Member FDIC - Equal Opportunity Lender.

PrairieLand Partners
lola
(620) 365-2187

Quality Structures
Richmond
800-374-6988

Sandra’s Quick Stop
Garnett
(785) 448-6602

7th Street Grocery
Garnett
(785) 204-1961

State Farm Insurance
Ryan Disbrow-Agent,
Garnett
(785) 448-1660

Terry Solander, Atty. at
Law
Garnett
(785) 448-6131

Tom Adams Construc-
tion
Garnett
(785) 448-3997

Valley R Agri-Service,
Inc.
Garnett
(785) 448-6533

Wilson Chiropractic
Clinic
Garnett
(785) 448-6151

Wittman NAPA Auto
Parts
Garnett
(785) 448-6611

Yutzy Custom Structures
Garnett
(800) 823-8609
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