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Guest Homes Estates VIII
We love visitors and encourage you to come anytime!

To learn more about the amenities we offer at our
senior assisted living facility, please call us today

at 620-244-5301. We look forward to speaking with
you about your elderly loved one’s retirement. 

Email: autumnw@lightningcreek.net 114 E. Marshall Manager: Autumn Walters Phone: 620-244-5301

Classifieds

FOR SALE 
Place your 25-word classi-
fied in the Kansas Press As-
sociation and 135 more
newspapers for only $300/
week. Find employees, sell
your home or your car. Call
the Kansas Press Associa-
tion @ 785-271-5304 today!

MISC. 
We Buy Houses for Cash
AS-IS! No repairs. No fuss.
Any condition. Easy process:
Call, get cash offer and get
paid. Call today for your fair
cash offer: 1-913-365-1969

MISC. 
We Buy Vintage Guitars!
Looking for 1920-1980 Gib-
son, Martin, Fender,
Gretsch, Epiphone, Guild,
Mosrite, Rickenbacker,
Prairie State, D'Angelico,
Stromberg. And Gibson
Mandolins / Banjos. These
brands only! Call for a quote:
1-833-641-6990

MISC. 
CASH PAID FOR HIGH-
END MEN’S SPORT
WATCHES. Rolex, Breitling,
Omega, Patek Philippe,
Heuer, Daytona, GMT, Sub-
mariner and Speedmaster.
These brands only! Call for a
quote: 1-833-641-4573.

MISC. 
GOT AN UNWANTED
CAR??? DONATE IT TO PA-
TRIOTIC HEARTS. Fast free
pick up. Patriotic Hearts‚ pro-
grams help veterans find
work or start their own busi-
ness. Call 24/7: 1-833-485-

0154.
MISC. 

BATH & SHOWER UP-
DATES in as little as ONE
DAY! Affordable prices - No
payments for 18 months!
Lifetime warranty & profes-
sional installs. Senior & Mili-
tary Discounts available.
Call: 1-833-752-0092

MISC. 
AGING ROOF? NEW
HOMEOWNER? STORM
DAMAGE? You need a local
expert provider that proudly
stands behind their work.
Fast, free estimate. Financ-
ing available. Call 1-833-
889-4107 Have zip code of
property ready when calling!

MISC. 
WATER DAMAGE
CLEANUP & RESTORA-
TION: A small amount of
water can lead to major dam-
age in your home. Our trusted
professionals do complete re-
pairs to protect your family
and your home's value! Call
24/7: 1-833-879-1451 Have
zip code of service location
ready when you call!

MISC. 
NEED NEW WINDOWS?
Drafty rooms? Chipped or
damaged frames? Need out-
side noise reduction? New,
energy efficient windows
may be the answer! Call for
a consultation & FREE quote
today. 1-833-880-0052 You
will need to have your zip
code to connect to the right
provider.

LOCAL STATE
By RoN WiLsoN

Director of the Huck Boyd Na-

tional Institute for Rural Devel-

opment at Kansas State

University

“What a find!”

That might be the expression

of an antique store customer

who locates a special, hard-to-

find item in an antique store.

Today we’ll meet a family that

not only provides antiques, but

also helps provide community

spirit for their rural Kansas

community.

Melodie and Nik Sedivy are

owners of Sunflower Mercan-

tile in Barnes. Melodie grew up

in Barnes and went to college at

Cloud County. She met and

married Nik who is from Blue

Rapids. They moved to Barnes

where he operated a construc-

tion company. They have two

daughters, both married.

Melodie worked for 44 years

at the nearby Georgia Pacific

plant, with her career culminat-

ing in her role in charge of pur-

chasing. She also had a

longtime interest in antiques.

“My parents had a love for

antiques,” Sedivy said. “In high

school, I started a glass collec-

tion.”

Later in her career, a stone

building in downtown Barnes

came up for sale. The Sedivys

bought it and used it as a

warehouse at first. Then the

antique store across the street

closed.

In 2013, the Sedivys opened

their own antique store in their

historic downtown building.

The business is titled Sunflower

Mercantile of Barnes. “We have

a heck of a lot of fun, collecting

things and meeting people,” Se-

divy said.

Her husband Nik is the vol-

unteer president of the Barnes

Community Development Cor-

poration. He has also worked

on restorations of several his-

toric buildings in the commu-

nity.

For years, the Barnes com-

munity conducted a threshing

bee, but the demands on volun-

teer time became too great.

“We got together and said,

‘what can we do that would be

less work but still fun?’” Sedivy

said. The group decided to put

together a festival around an-

tiques with multiple vendors.

A local hair salon operator

proposed a tongue-in-cheek fes-

tival name: The Barnes Antique

and Junque Fest. The name

caught on.

“That first year it poured

down rain, but we had people

show up from as far away as

Kansas City,” Sedivy said.

“That showed us there was in-

terest.”

Now the Barnes Antique and

Junque Fest is held every year

on the third Saturday of August.

The antique store is open and

vendors line both sides of the

main street.

In 2026, Barnes also cele-

brated its 150th anniversary, so

even more was added to the

event. Historic memorabilia

were posted at the firehouse, a

quilt show took place at a

church, food trucks and booths

were on site, and games and in-

flatables were available for

kids. Saturday night included a

street dance and beer garden.

On Friday evening, a spe-

cial parade was held featuring

many vehicles, vintage and

more. Cars, trucks, tractors

and even a manure spreader

were included.

The event is sponsored by

the Barnes Community Devel-

opment Corporation. It’s sup-

ported by the local Union State

Bank and other businesses.

“We’ve had wonderful support

from that bank,” Sedivy said.

Across the street from Sun-

flower Mercantile is a former

opera house that is being con-

verted to a lodge.

Barnes puts on another event

during the holidays. On the Sat-

urday after Thanksgiving, the

community holds a lighted

horse parade with only horses

and horse-drawn vehicles al-

lowed. 

There is also an Always

Christmas shop in Barnes, with

Christmas-themed products

available year-round.

“We’re not right next to a

city. There has to be a reason

for people to come here,” Se-

divy said. “For the antique

store, we work at having unique

items that are competitively

priced. Our events draw people

from all over.”

She adds: “We want to re-

member our roots and bring

people to Barnes.”

It’s great to find this commu-

nity spirit in a rural community

such as Barnes, population 165

people. Now, that’s rural.

For more information, go to

www.barnesks.net or look for

Sunflower Mercantile of Barnes

on Facebook.

What a find! I might say that

when I find just the right thing

at an antique store such as Sun-

flower Mercantile. We com-

mend Melodie and Nik Sedivy

for making a difference with

quality antiques and community

spirit. That and more can be

found at Barnes.

Kansas Profile: Now that’s Rural

Sunflower Mercantile of Barnes

SUNFLOWER MERCANTILE

Legal Notices

First Published in the Erie Record on Friday, October 2, 2026

IN THE DISTRICT COURT OF NEOSHO COUNTY,
KANSAS

SITTING IN ERIE

In the Matter of the Estate of Gregory Neil Grosdidier,
Deceased

Case no. NOE-2026-PR-000045

NOTICE OF HEARING

THE STATE OF KANSAS TO ALL PERSONS CON-
CERNED:

You are notified that a Petition has been filed in this
Court by Elaine VanLeeuwen, sister of Gregory Neil Gros-
didier, deceased, requesting:

Descent be determined for all personal property and
real estate situated in Neosho County, Kansas: all per-
sonal property and other Kansas real estate owned by
decedent at the time of death. And that such property and
all personal property and other Kansas real estate owned
by the decedent at the time of death be assigned pursuant
to the laws of intestate succession.

You are required to file your written defenses to the Pe-
tition on or before November 10, 2026 at 9:00 a.m. in the
city of Chanute in Neosho County, Kansas, in the Neosho
County Judicial Center, at which time and place the cause
will be heard. Should you fail to file your written defenses,
judgment and decree will be entered in due course upon
the Petition.

Elaine VanLeeuwen
Petitioner

Ross Albertini
Attorney at Law
1000 5th St.
St. Paul, KS 66771
(620) 423-1743
Attorney for Petitioner

EHS runners compete at Eureka Tuesday
By KYLE CARPENTER

Erie High Cross Country Coach

On Tuesday, Oct. 6, Erie traveled to Eu-

reka to compete in Cross Country.

This meet gives our kids a chance to

race teams that they wouldn’t otherwise get

to compete against. I think it’s good for the

kids to get out of their comfort zone of their

normal opponents, and also to see that the

cross country world is a bit bigger than our

little neighborhood. Our kids didn’t shy

away from the challenge, and were able to

run a good race. Both varsity and JV ran a

full 5K. Our boys varsity team knew what

they needed to do, and they did their job

today. They were able to earn second place

and a set of silver medals.

Trystin Agee, sophomore, finished the var-

sity race in a time of 23:51 and placed 29th.

Trystin continues to be a reliable varsity runner

for us, and we’re glad to have him on the team.

Colt Corbett, senior, ran the JV race in a

time of 24:14 and placed sixth, earning a

medal. Colt set a new personal record for

this season, and continued his perfect streak

of improving his time every week.

Easton Harris-Sinclair, freshman, fin-

ished the JV race in a time of 25:42 and

placed ninth, earning a medal. Easton

gained some valuable experience with pac-

ing today, and was still able to fight off his

competitor down the home stretch.

Parker Hawkinson, sophomore, ran the

JV race in a time of 32:32 and placed 19th.

Parker continues to move forward in the

finishing pack, this week beating 6 runners.

When others slow down and give up, he

keeps going, and we’re seeing that pay off.

Lydea Hendrickson, sophomore, finished

the JV race in a time of 29:48 and placed sev-

enth, earning a medal. Lydea broke 30 min-

utes again and nearly PR’d, on a course

where most runners see their times worsen.

This to me shows how strong she’s become.

Zein Higgins, freshman, ran the varsity race

in a time of 22:53 and placed 19th. While he

didn’t earn an individual medal, his toughness

at the end helped secure the team’s second

place finish. He was able to find another gear

and put away four runners on the home stretch

that had been leapfrogging places all day.

Anna Myers, senior, finished the JV race

in a time of 31:00 and placed 11th. Anna

continues to work hard every day and

demonstrates outstanding leadership to the

younger runners.

Isaac Myers, junior, ran the varsity race

in a time of 22:34 and placed 17th. Like

Zein, he didn’t earn an individual medal,

but by doing his job he was able to secure

valuable points for the team.

Anthony Pasquarelli, junior, finished the

varsity race in a time of 19:50 and placed

fourth, earning a medal. Anthony is a run-

ner that every coach wants on their team.

You never have to worry about if he’s doing

his job and giving his best. His dedication

every day is a great example, and pays huge

dividends for him and the team.

Liam Smith, junior, ran the varsity race

in a time of 23:42 and placed 27th. While

he’s still not quite at the level of speed he

was as a freshman, he’s getting closer every

week, already faster by a mile per minute

than he was at the start of this season.

These kids have worked hard this season

through the weird weather and all the ups

and downs that come with that. Next week

we compete at the Three Rivers League

meet at Southeast.
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