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Bourbon County Com-

missioners hope to address 
allegations concerning the 
FRXQW\¶V� ¿QDQFHV� ZLWK� DS-
proval Monday to pursue a 
forensic audit by an inde-
SHQGHQW�¿UP��

Commissioners voted 3-2 
to pass an amended motion 
by Commissioner Gregg 
Motley to “engage an inde-
SHQGHQW�¿UP�WR�GR�D�IRUHQVLF�
audit on any transaction any 
commissioner deems nec-
HVVDU\�´� 0RWOH\� DQG� &RP-
missioners Joe Allen and 
Samuel Tran voted in favor, 
ZKLOH�&RPPLVVLRQHUV�'DYLG�
%HHUERZHU� DQG� 0LND� 0LO-
EXUQ�.HH�YRWHG�DJDLQVW��

Prior to commission dis-
FXVVLRQ�� FLWL]HQ� 1LFN� *UD-
ham requested commis-
sioners send out requests 
for proposals for an “inde-
pendent forensic audit of 
SD\UROO�´� DPRQJ�RWKHU� VWHSV�
he feels the commission 
VKRXOG� WDNH� LQ� UHVSRQVH� WR�
accusations Graham said he 
UHFHQWO\�VDZ�RQ�VRFLDO�PHGLD�
UHODWHG� WR�³ZDVWH�� IUDXG�DQG�
DEXVH�´�
7KH� VSHFL¿FV� RI� WKH� DOOH-

JDWLRQV�ZHUH�QRW�LPPHGLDWH-
O\�DYDLODEOH�WR�WKH�7ULEXQH��
³+RZ�ZRXOG�\RXU�DXGLWRU�

NQRZ� ZKDW� WR� DXGLW"´� 7UDQ�
said at one point during the 
GLVFXVVLRQ�

Motley said commission-
ers can choose “any trans-
DFWLRQV´� WKH\� ZLVK� WR� EH�
added to the RFP, and his 
PRWLRQ� ZRXOG� LQFOXGH� ³DQ\�
VFRSH´� WKH� FRPPLVVLRQ� GH-
FLGHV��$OOHQ� VDLG� KH� ZLVKHV�
to move past the issue, and 
0LOEXUQ�.HH�VDLG�VKH�ZRXOG�
not vote in favor of the mo-
WLRQ�DV�VWDWHG��

“If this is the next step, 
ZH¶YH�JRW�WR�PRYH�SDVW�LW�DW�
VRPH�SRLQW�´�$OOHQ�VDLG��

5HDGLQJ� IURP� ZULWWHQ�
information, Tran said he 
ZRXOG� OLNH� ZKRHYHU� WKH�
commission votes to con-
GXFW� WKH� DXGLW� WR� ORRN� LQWR�
WKH� IROORZLQJ� DUHDV�� ³LGHQ-
tify irregularities in cash 
receipts and disbursements; 
concerns raised through in-
WHUQDO� UHYLHZ�� ZKLVWOHEORZ-
er allegations; procurement 
and vendor payment abnor-
malities; grant compliances 
DQG� DOORZDELOLW\� FRQFHUQV��
SD\UROO� DQG� WLPHNHHSLQJ� LU-
UHJXODULWLHV�

“Those are the things I 
ZDQW�WR�ORRN�LQWR�´�7UDQ�VDLG��

Motley’s original motion 
ZDV� WR� FUHDWH� DQ� 5)3� WR�
search for an independent 
auditor, and included a re-
TXHVW�WR�DVN�³WKH�ORQJHVW�WHQ-
XUHG�FRPPLVVLRQHU�´�ZKR�LV�
%HHUERZHU�� DQG� $OOHQ�� WKH�
³VKRUWHVW� WHQXUHG�´� WR� ZRUN�
RQ�WKH�5)3��%HHUERZHU�VHF-
onded that motion, but Mot-
ley later amended his mo-
WLRQ� WR� H[FOXGH� %HHUERZHU�
and Allen as point of contact 
and include an idea by Sher-
iff Bill Martin for Martin to 
contact a sheriff outside the 
county about serving as the 
county’s point of contact for 
DXGLWRUV��
%HHUERZHU� DOVR� VHFRQG-

ed the amended motion, 
and Milburn-Kee said she 
ZRXOG�OLNH�IRU�0DUWLQ�WR�¿QG�
³VRPHERG\� DSSHDVDEOH´� DV�
the point of contact prior to a 
FRPPLVVLRQ�YRWH��,W�ZDV�GLV-
FXVVHG� WKHUH� ZDV� D� PRWLRQ�
on the table, and Motley said 
KH� GLG� QRW� ZLVK� WR� SXOO� KLV�
PRWLRQ�� %HHUERZHU� VDLG� KH�
ZRXOG� SUHIHU� WR�ZDLW� WR� VHH�
ZKR�LV�FKRVHQ�DV�WKH�SRLQW�RI�
FRQWDFW�

Early in the discussion, 
Tran said he had an RFP al-
ready completed, and Mot-
ley requested that document 
EH� JLYHQ� WR� %HHUERZHU� DQG�
Allen as part of Motley’s 
RULJLQDO� PRWLRQ�� 7UDQ� VDLG�

KH� GLG� QRW� DJUHH� ZLWK� WKDW�
PRWLRQ��DV�KH�ZRXOG�OLNH�WKH�
5)3�WR�EH�PRGL¿HG��
³:H� QHHG� WR� GHFLGH� ZKR�

to be point of contact for 
WKLV�´�7UDQ�VDLG��
,Q� UHDGLQJ� IURP� ZULWWHQ�

information, Tran said “all 
communication regarding 
the RFP must be directed to 
WKH�SRLQW�RI�FRQWDFW��3URSRV-
ers shall not contact com-
missioners, department staff 
RU�DQ\�RWKHU�FRXQW\�RI¿FLDOV�
regarding the procurement, 
except through the point of 
FRQWDFW�´

Tran said a point of con-
WDFW� ZLOO� SURYLGH� ³WUDQVSDU-
HQF\´� GXULQJ� WKH� DXGLWLQJ�
SURFHVV�

“It encapsulates this in 
D� PDQQHU� ZKHUH� WKH� SXEOLF�
can’t say that one or more 
of us is gerrymandering or 
ULJJLQJ�WKH�5)3�´�7UDQ�VDLG��
“The point of contact should 
QRW�EH�SROLWLFDO�´�
%HHUERZHU� DVNHG� LI� DQ�

LQGHSHQGHQW� ¿UP� KDG� EHHQ�
LGHQWL¿HG��EXW�7UDQ�VDLG�QR��
DV�WKH�UHTXHVW�ZRXOG�³JR�RXW�
IRU�D�VHDOHG�ELG�´
0RWOH\� DVNHG� ZKR� WKH�

point of contact is in the res-
olution Tran had obtained, 
DQG�ZKR�FUHDWHG�WKH�UHVROX-
WLRQ�� 7UDQ� VDLG� LW� LV� %DNHU-
Tilley, but Motley said that 
¿UP� LV� ³QRW� LQGHSHQGHQW�´�
%DNHU7LOO\�LV�D�.DQVDV�&LW\�
EDVHG� ¿UP� WKDW� ZRUNV� ZLWK�
the city of Fort Scott, Bour-
bon County and the sheriff’s 
RI¿FH�RQ�WKHLU�EXGJHWV��
³7KH\¶UH��%DNHU7LOO\��QRW�

JRLQJ� WR� ELG�´� 7UDQ� VDLG��
“This goes out to everybody 
HOVH�´

Motley said the RFP 
ZRXOG� QHHG� WR� EH� LQGHSHQ-
GHQW� DV� ZHOO�� DQG� FRXOG� EH�
given to an independent 
¿UP��

;YPI\UL�:[Hќ�9LWVY[� 

Editor’s note: An FSCC 
news release contributed to 
this report.

The Fort Scott Communi-
ty College Board of Trustees 
heard reports and updates 
from several college lead-
ers during a special meeting 
Thursday afternoon in Bur-
ULV�+DOO��
'U�� /DUU\� *XHUUHUR�� YLFH�

president of academic af-
fairs, presented informa-
tion on academics, in-
cluding Farm and Ranch 
0DQDJHPHQW� FHUWL¿FDWHV��
the addition of an Equine 
Management and Produc-
tion program, and adding a 
Pharmacy Technician Cer-
WL¿FDWH�
'HDQ� RI� $GYDQFHPHQW�

/LQGVD\� +LOO� SURYLGHG� XS-
dates on the facilities master 
SODQ�� WKH� ÀHHW� PDQDJHPHQW�
SODQ�� ZKLFK� LQFOXGHV� WKH�
disposal of some vehicles; 
and Foundation updates, 
including fundraising for 
VRFFHU� ¿HOG� HQKDQFHPHQWV��
the Hall of Fame Alumni 
:HHNHQG� WDNLQJ� SODFH�0D\�
1–2, the annual scholarship 
dinner, and a scholarship 
drive aimed at establishing 
QHZ�HQGRZHG�IXQGV��
$WKOHWLF� 'LUHFWRU� 'DYH�

Wiemers celebrated the 
PHQ¶V� EDVNHWEDOO� WHDP��
ZKLFK� KDV� DGYDQFHG� WR� WKH�
NJCAA National Tourna-
PHQW��ZLWK� LWV� ¿UVW� JDPH� DW�
��D�P��0RQGD\�+H�DOVR�SUR-
vided an update to the board 
on the 2026 Athletics Hall 
RI�)DPH�LQGXFWHHV��ZKR�ZLOO�
be honored at a ceremony 
GXULQJ�+DOO�RI�)DPH�:HHN-
HQG�RQ�0D\���

CFO/Vice President of Fi-
nance and Operations Gina 
Shelton updated the board 
on ongoing accounting 
ZRUN�� DXGLW� SURJUHVV�� VWX-
dent refunds issued, and the 
XSFRPLQJ� URGHR� ZHHNHQG��
noting the positive econom-
ic impact these activities 
KDYH�LQ�WKH�FRPPXQLW\�

Vice President of Stu-
dent Affairs Vanessa Poyner 
presented an update on the 
6WUDWHJLF� 3ODQ� ZRUN� EHLQJ�
done through committee ef-
IRUWV�� 3R\QHU� UHYLHZHG� WKH�
six goals established by the 
FRPPLWWHH�� DV� ZHOO� DV� WKH�
ZRUN� WR� EH� GRQH� RQ� WDFWLFV�
DQG� PHDVXUDEOH� RXWFRPHV��
6KH� DOVR� UHYLHZHG� FKDQJHV�
WR�WKH�HPSOR\HH�VFKRODUVKLS�
'U�� -DFN� :HOFK�� )6&&�

president, shared an update 
on visits to school districts 
RYHU�WKH�ODVW�IHZ�ZHHNV�DQG�
WKH�IHHGEDFN�EHLQJ�UHFHLYHG�

about FSCC through that 
RXWUHDFK�
7KH�ERDUG�UHYLHZHG�DJHQ-

da items for the March 13, 
������ UHJXODU�PHHWLQJ�� 7KH�
UHPDLQGHU� RI� WKH� WLPH� ZDV�
spent on board training on 
JRDO� VHWWLQJ�� JXLGHG� E\� 'U��
0LFKHOOH� +XEEDUG� ZLWK�
the Kansas Association of 
6FKRRO�%RDUGV��

The agenda for the board’s 
regular meeting Friday in-
FOXGHG�WKH�IROORZLQJ�LWHPV�

• The consent agenda, 
ZKLFK� LQFOXGHG� PHHWLQJ�
PLQXWHV��¿QDQFLDOV�DQG�FDVK�
ÀRZ� UHSRUW�� FKHFN� UHJLVWHU��
)HE�� ��� SD\UROO�� D� FRQWUDFW�
UDWL¿FDWLRQ�� D� FRQWUDFW� IRU�
Frame Grant duplexes; and 
WKH�.$6%�/HJDO�$VVLVWDQFH�
)XQG�IRU���������

• Community, employee 
and student recognition – 
UHYLHZ�RI�WKH�75,2�SURJUDP�
and recognition of the Trust-

HH�(PHULWXV�DQG�VWXGHQWV��
�� /HDGHUVKLS� UHSRUWV� DQG�

updates 
• Old business – the State 

RI� WKH�&ROOHJH� DGGUHVV�ZLOO�
WDNH� SODFH� DW� QRRQ�0D\� ���
LQ� WKH�'DQQ\�DQG�:LOOD�(O-
lis Family Fine Arts center; 
employee scholarships for 
2026-27; and an agreement 
for the STARS (Southeast-
ern Technical Academy for 
5XUDO�6WXGHQWV���
�� 1HZ� EXVLQHVV� ±� )DUP�

and Ranch Management 

FHUWL¿FDWHV�DQG�D�3KDUPDF\�
7HFKQLFLDQ�FHUWL¿FDWH��

The agenda also included 
D�SXEOLF�IRUXP��DV�ZHOO�DV�DQ�
executive session to discuss 
security measures and a sep-
arate executive session to 
GLVFXVV� SHUVRQQHO� PDWWHUV��
7UXVWHHV�ZHUH�VODWHG�WR�WDNH�
action after the second ses-
VLRQ�

More on recent college 
EXVLQHVV�ZLOO�DSSHDU�LQ�D�IX-
WXUH�HGLWLRQ�
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WEATHER
Mainly sunny. High 76F. 
Winds SSE at 10 to 20 
mph.  Mainly clear skies. 
Low 59F. Winds S at 15 
to 25 mph.

BELOW:
)6&&�ERDUG�UHYLHZV�QHZ�FHUWLÀFDWHV��IDFLOLW\�
SODQV�DQG�VWUDWHJLF�JRDOV��

SPORTS:
6HYHUDO� )RUW� 6FRWW� +LJK� 6FKRRO� 7LJHU� DQG�
/DG\� 7LJHU� EDVNHWEDOO� SOD\HUV� HDUQHG� VSRWV�
RQ�$OO�6(.�/HDJXH�WHDPV�
6HH�SDJH���
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INSIDE:
)RUW� 6FRWW� WUROOH\� WRXUV� DUH� UHWXQLQJ� IRU� WKH�
�����VHDVRQ��6HH�SDJH���

SEE AUDIT
ON PAGE 6

Bourbon County Commissioner Gregg Motley, left, speaks during a discussion 
on a forensic audit as Commissioners Mika Milburn-Kee and Samuel Tran lis-
ten during Monday’s commission meeting.

1HZVU�,��:PS]LYZ�;YPI\UL�WOV[V

Commissioners split 3-2 toward 
independent forensic audit 

)6&&�ERDUG�UHYLHZV�QHZ�FHUWL¿FDWHV��IDFLOLW\�SODQV�DQG�VWUDWHJLF�JRDOV

Fort Scott Community College rodeo athletes prepare for the breakaway 
competition during the 47th annual Spring College Rodeo Friday morning 
at Arnold Arena. The rodeo, which features athletes from 25 colleges in 
Kansas and Oklahoma, included events Friday night and continues today 
at 1:30 p.m. and 7:30 p.m. The short go is scheduled for 1 p.m. Sunday

-:**�WOV[V�;H`SVY�)HPSL �̀

)6&&�6SULQJ�5RGHR�
LV�RXW�RI�WKH�JDWH

6HQLRU�YHUVLW\�SDUWLFLSDQWV�JHW�
tour of Lowell Milken Center 

IRU�8QVXQJ�+HURHV
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