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Tigers, Lady Tigers
earn AII-SEK League honors

Brian Allen
Special to the Tribune

Several Fort Scott High
School Tiger and Lady
Tiger basketball players
earned spots on AII-SEK
League teams, which

were announced this
week.

For the Lady Tigers, se-
nior Abbie Gorman was
chosen unanimously for
the first team. Sophomore
Laurali Clark and senior
Jacee Rogers received

honorable mention nods.

For the Tigers, senior
Kanin Brown and junior
Dredyn Marlow were
named to the second
team, and senior Dierks
Kegler received an hon-
orable mention.

Congratulations to
these Tiger athletes!

www.fstribune.com

AUDIT

Continued from Page 1

“So you want to pay an
independent firm to come
up with an RFP?” Tran said.

“If you want results of the
forensic audit to be credi-
ble,” Motley said.

Tran asked what informa-
tion would be researched in
an independent audit. Mot-
ley said BakerTilly, which
created the RFP, should not
be involved as the entire
process should “be indepen-
dent.”

“This is about the commu-
nity being comfortable with
everything that’s going on
in the courthouse, especially
given the community scut-
tlebutt,” Motley said. “This
whole process needs to be
independent. For example,
if there’s been criminal al-
legations, and the sheriff
would handle those, Baker-
Tilly works for the sheriff.”

Tran said BakerTilly
would not be involved.

Martin said his office
would not be part of any
investigation connected to
findings in the audit.

“If there are any allega-
tions of any type of criminal
activity taking place, part of
my duty is to pass that on to
somebody else, and request
somebody else to do it,”
Martin said.

Martin said his office
would assist in getting ques-
tions answered but “would
not be the lead investigating
office in that.”

Beerbower asked if fi-
nance personnel for the city
of Fort Scott could be con-
tacted for assistance since
no county personnel should
be associated with the RFP
or point of contact. Mil-
burn-Kee said BakerTilly is
the city’s financial advisor.

Beerbower asked if the
commission was prepared
to move forward with a pro-
posal. Tran said he has been
looking into the matter for
awhile due to his responsi-

bility as a commissioner.

“I learned a long time ago,
when I see something that’s
not right, I can’t sit on it,”
he said. “I have a fiduciary
responsibility to taxpayers
in this county, to your mon-
ey, to your lives. When I see
something that’s irregular,
I do what I need to do and
then I leave it alone. I’'m not
culpable to any of this stuff.
I’m not an accessory to any
of this stuff. I take it and I
report it and if the people
in the county don’t like it,
I don’t know what to tell
them. I’'m not a crook. I've
never been a crook. I spent
my life working for the gov-
ernment and taking care of
the American people. This
is what I want. If you agree
with it, great. If you don’t,
okay, I’m out voted.”

Martin said he could con-
tact a sheriff outside the
county who is “willing to be
that point of contact for the
auditors. Somebody to pick
up a phone with questions.”
Martin said findings would
be later be presented to the
commission.

Tran asked if the coun-
ty counselor could serve as
point of contact, but Motley
said “the problem with us-
ing any elected official, de-
partment head or employee,
they can’t be the subject of
the forensic audit. They’re
automatically excluded.”

Beerbower said Martin
presented a “valid idea” and
Motley agreed.

During the public com-
ments portion of the meet-
ing, Graham said two letters
from the commission to the
attorney general’s office —
one in November and one in
January — were posted on-
line on a social media post
“by a private citizen detail-
ing these accusations.”

Graham urged the com-
mission to take the follow-
ing steps: “it’s critical the
commission votes tonight
to put out an RFP for an in-
dependent forensic audit of
payroll to be conducted by a

vetted firm with no previous
connections to this county.
Handling it this way will
preempt any accusations
of bias, politics or personal
vendettas.”

Once complete, the foren-
sic audit report should be
made available to the pub-
lic via the county’s website,
Graham said.

Graham also said the
public should be informed
whether the attorney general
or Bourbon County attorney
finds any of the accusations
“to be actionable for prose-
cution as soon as the com-
mission is notified.”

“The cost of an indepen-
dent forensic audit will not
be insignificant, but that cost
will pale in comparison to
the loss of public trust if it is
not done and done correct-
ly,” he said.

Other business

* County Clerk Susan
Walker said candidate fil-
ings for the primary election
in August are due June 1,
and she would distribute a
list of candidates soon.

Walker said Tuesday, July
14 is the deadline to register
to vote or update voter reg-
istration information to par-
ticipate in the primary.

“We will have a primary
election,” she said.

Advanced ballots will be
transmitted July 15, Walker
said, adding she will provide
the full election calendar
once more information is
obtained from the Secretary
of State’s office.

* Citizens Kyle Parks, Dan
Doherty and Mike Wunderly
spoke in support of commis-
sioners for the commission’s
work. Some commissioners
have taken criticism in re-
cent weeks with citizens cit-
ing inappropriate behavior
and comments, as well as
suggestions of eliminating
the commissioners’ salaries.

* The commission voted
unanimously to table discus-
sion on a salary resolution
until next week. A story will
appear in a future edition.
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(620) 215-3159

and Marvin Swickhammer

McGinnis Auction Service, LLC
Dalton Reid McGinnis

Assistant Auctioneers: Marty Read, Charlie Johnson A

Fort Scott, KS
620-215-6864

www.andersonauctionlic.com

Farm Auctions
Estates
Business Liquidations
Real Estate

FOR RENT
: N oo

IRONQUILL
ESTATES
Apartments for Rent
1, 2, and 3 Bedroom
apartments
Rent Based on income
Central heat & air

Laundry Facilities Onsite
Refrigerator & Stove Furnished

1321 S. Broadway Ft. Scott

LANDSCAPE DESIGN and
installation, property cleanups,
leaf removal, stump grinding,
shrub trimming and shaping,
gutter cleaning, gravel drive-
ways, lawn dethatching, over-
seeding and aerating. Redbud
Farms

LAWN MOWING: Residential,
Eort Scott area. 620-224-877

MERTZ TAX
SERVICE

8:30 am - 5:30 pm
Monday — Friday
9am - noon — Saturday

Federal e ALL States
Electronic Filing

620-223-3034
206 E. 23rd

HELP WANTED
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WE’RE
HIRING

PAID HOLIDAYS INCLUDED

AT TIME OF HIRE!

Apply online today at

Positions available now!

peerlessproducts.com/careers/

INVITATION TO BID
Project: Repair of Limestone Retaining Walls at Gunn Park -

1010 Park Avenue - Fort Scott, KS

The City of Fort Scott, Kansas will be accepting sealed bids, from
qualified masonry restoration contractors to complete repairs on the
historic limestone retaining walls, in historic Gunn Park, Fort Scott,

Kansas.

The limestone retaining walls were constructed as a WPA project and
are considered historic. All masonry repair work shall be completed
in accordance with guidelines outlined by the Department of Interior

Preservation Briefs.

Qualified contractors must submit proof of having been in business
for at least 5 years and having completed at least 3 similar historic
masonry repair projects, with the project name, dates of completion,
and contact information for owner/owner representative.

The City reserves the right to reject any and all bids. Considering the
historic nature of this project, all aspects of a contractor’s bid proposal
shall be considered, including price, previously completed projects,
and years in the industry. Local contractors may be given preference.

Gunn Park is a busy place with lots of pedestrian and vehicular traffic.
The contractor shall provide all necessary safety precautions to
protect the public. Strict compliance with all OSHA regulations will be
enforced, including dust and silica regulations.

Scope of Work and Bid Forms are available through the office
of the City Clerk cityclerk@fscity.org or on the City’s website at

www.fscity.org — Bid Requests

All bids must be submitted to: Fort Scott City Clerk - 123 Main St.,
Fort Scott, Kansas 66701 - By 2:00 pm on March 26, 2026.

Publication Date: February 21, 28, March 7 and 14, 2026

Local Service Rates for Telephone Service

Craw-Kan  Telephone

Cooperative,

Inc. is a

telecommunications provider who provides basic and
enhanced services within its service territory. Basic
services are offered at various rates depending on the
state and location where you receive service.

Customers have access to long distance, directory
assistance, and operator service providers of their choice,
at rates established by those carriers. Emergency 911
services are provided and a surcharge is assessed at

governmental rates.

If you have any questions regarding the Company’s
services you can visit the business office located at: 200
N. Ozark St., Girard, KS 66743 or by calling 800-362-0316.

Lifeline Program

You may be eligible to receive a discount on your monthly
local telephone bill through the Lifeline Program. You are
eligible if you receive any of the following: Food Stamps,
General Assistance, Supplemental Security Income (SSI),
Temporary Assistance to Families, Medicaid, United Tribes
Food Distribution Program, Bureau of Indian Affairs General
Assistance, Tribally Administered Temporary Assistance
for Needy Families, Head Start (only those meeting
this income qualifying standard), Free School Lunch
Program, 150% of the Federal Poverty Level. A customer
must provide three consecutive months of statements as
documentation of income, or provide a copy of their tax
return for the previous year. For more information about
the Lifeline Program, call your local telephone service
provider. Craw-Kan Telephone Cooperative, Inc. customers

may call 800-362-0316.

Publication Dates: March 14, 2026

MEMORY GARDENS OF BOURBON
COUNTY

Memory Gardens of Bourbon County
cemetery is accepting bids for mowing
and weed-eating for 2026:

1. The bidder must furnish all their
own equipment for mowing and
weed eating

2. Proof of insurance will be required

3. All bids must be received by
March 25, 2026
Mail bids to Memory Gardens
of Bourbon County,

c/o Glenda Lalman/Treasurer
2047 Native Road,
Fort Scott, KS 66701

4. Memory Gardens of Bourbon
County reserves the right to
accept or reject any bid

Publication Dates: March 7, 11 and
14,2026

MISC

Kansas Masonic Foundation -
For generations, we've stood
beside Kansas communities,
strengthening Kansans and the
places they call home.

We Buy Houses for Cash AS-
IS! No repairs. No fuss. Any
condition. Easy process: Call,
get cash offer and get paid.
Call today for your fair cash of-
fer: 1-913-365-1969

BATH & SHOWER UPDATES
in as little as ONE DAY! Afford-
able prices - No payments for
18 months! Lifetime warranty
& professional installs. Senior
& Military Discounts available.
Call: 1-833-752-0092

We Buy Vintage Guitars! Looking
for 1920-1980 Gibson, Martin,
Fender, Gretsch, Epiphone, Guild,
Mosrite,  Rickenbacker, Prairie
State, D'Angelico, Stromberg. And
Gibson Mandolins / Banjos. These
brands only! Call for a quote:
1-833-641-6990

CASH PAID FOR HIGH-END
MEN'S SPORT WATCHES. Rolex,
Breitling, Omega, Patek Philippe,
Heuer, Daytona, GMT, Submariner
and Speedmaster. These brands
only! Call for a quote: 1-833-641-
4573.

GOT AN UNWANTED CAR???
DONATE IT TO PATRIOTIC
HEARTS. Fast free pick up.
Patriotic Hearts’ programs help
veterans find work or start their
own business. Call 24/7: 1-833-
485-0154.




