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The beloved flower of spring

In an upper pasture just
northwest of Nevada, it
stood tall in its shortness.

In fact, it reflected the
early sunlight so bright,
everything surrounding it
looked bleak, in gray and
off-white. I only noticed
it from the corner of my
eye, much like a bright-
ly-colored bird will flit by
a feeder and capture our at-
tention. The cardinal pass-
ing through winter branch-
es has such an effect. The
first arrival of orioles on
a grape feeder will do the
same.

In this case, it was a sole
dandelion — the finest and
fittest of all the flowers —
boldly announcing its ap-
pearance without a care in
the world what the roses,
tulips, daffodils or day-
lilies think. In fact, if you
look closely at a dandelion
— really closely — it has a
certain smirk about it.

Oh, it knows all the sto-
ries — scourge of the yard,
garbage weed, trash be-
tween the bricks, and on

Submitted photo

and on. And yet, that hap-
py-go-lucky face it pres-
ents when it first pops up
cannot really be associated
with anything ugly or nox-
ious or bad.

If one is truly honest
with  themselves, they
know they crack a slight
smile when they see that
first beautiful splash of
yellow. Whether it’s be-
cause they see it as a sign
of spring, a sign that daf-
fodils are just around the
corner or just because it’s

just so bold, we smile, too.

My own affection for the
flower came about early
and honest in life, mostly,
when Grandpa introduced
me to the fine flavor of
dandelion wine — home-
made, of course.

I was 8, so my own pref-
erences for such things had
not yet been strongly es-
tablished, but I knew right
away that it was something
I wanted to pursue with
whatever gusto one can
when he or she is 8.

Mom and Dad curtailed
that gusto pretty quickly,
and it was back to apple
juice and fruit boxes for
this kid.

But the notion that such
a simple little flower could
produce something so tan-
talizing never left me, and
the sight of a bold, brazen
yellow spot early in the
spring fills me with a re-
minder that even with all
the ballyhoo over its ap-
pearance, it remains. And
it will remain.

And I can smile at that.

Honor Flight Gala

Volunteers register attendees at the Fort Scott Flight of Honor Gala fund-
raiser Saturday at the River Room. The event raised funds to honor veterans
with all-expense paid trips to Washington D.C.

Marti Wells-Smith/Special to the Tribune

Classifieds
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MERTZ TAX
ﬁnﬂgr_s_qg SERVICE
Fort Scott, KS 8:30 am - 5:30 pm

620-215-6864 Monday - Friday
www.andersonauctionlic.com 9am - noon — Saturday

Federal ¢ ALL States

Garage Sale
April 3rd

8 a.m.- 11a.m.
218 W. 23rd St.

Farm Auctions

Estates Electronic Filing
Business Liquidations 620-223-3034
Real Estate

206 E. 23rd

SERVICES

LANDSCAPE DESIGN
and installation, proper-
ty cleanups, leaf remov-
al, stump grinding, shrub
trimming and  shaping,
gutter  cleaning, gravel
driveways, lawn dethatch-
ing, overseeding and aer-

McGinnis Auction Service, LLC

Dalton Reid McGinnis
(620) 215-3159

Assistant Auctioneers: Marty Read, Charlie JohnsonA
and Marvin Swickhammer
HELP WANTED
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HELP WANTED

FOR
CLASS AOR
B CDL DRIVERS

Home every night. Work within a 60 mile
Radius of Parsons KS

LAWN MOWING: Call or
text 620-224-8774

FOR RENT

IRONQUILL
ESTATES
Apartments for Rent
1, 2, and 3 Bedroom
apartments
Rent Based on income
Central heat & air
Laundry Facilities Onsite

Refrigerator & Stove Furnished

620-223-3150 =

1321 S. Broadway Ft. Scott

The theme Come Fly with Us was celebrated at the Flight of Honor Gala
Event Saturday at the River Room Event Center. The event raised funds to
honor veterans with all-expense paid trips to Washington D.C., thanks to
generous donations from a multitude of local and area businesses, as well
as a host of volunteers who manned the event.

Marti Wells-Smith/Special to the Tribune
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Ben at bwicker@heckandwicker.com
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LEGAL PUBLICATION

ROBERT L. FARMER # 07459
NUSS & FARMER, PA.
P.0. Box 630
Fort Scott, Kansas 66701
(620) 223-0150
fax: (620) 223-0230
E-mail: bob@nfamail.com
or susan@nfamail.com

IN THE DISTRICT COURT OF BOURBON COUNTY, KANSAS

EARL DELASKI HULL
Also known as EARL HULL, Deceased Case No. 2025 PR 000029

NOTICE OF HEARING
THE STATE OF KANSAS TO ALL PERSONS CONCERNED:

You are hereby notified that a Petition has been filed in this Court by
Jessica Joyce, the duly appointed, qualified and acting Administrator
with the Will Annexed of the Estate of Earl Delaski Hull also known
as Earl Hull, deceased, praying the Administrator’s acts be approved,;
the Last Will and Testament be construed and the entire Estate be
assigned to Jessica Joyce, the sole residuary devisee and legatee,
the administration of the Estate be closed upon the filing of receipts,
ﬂ the Administrator be finally discharged as the Administrator of the

Estate of Earl Delaski Hull also known as Earl Hull, deceased, and the
Administrator be released from further liability.

Brochures

WE’RE
HIRING
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6 N. Main - Fort Scott, KS - 620-223-2110

PAID HOLIDAYS INCLUDED
AT TIME OF HIRE!
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Positions available now! You are required to file your written defenses thereto on or before
April 9, 2026 at 1:30 P.M. in the District Court of Bourbon Kansas, at
which time and place the cause will be heard. Should you fail therein,

judgment and decree will be entered in due course upon the Petition.
JESSICA JOYCE, Petitioner
Publication Dates: March 18, 25 and April 1, 2026

Apply online today at
peerlessproducts.com/careers/
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