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LOOklllg Back...By Marcia Labbe
A look at the past through the pages of The Herald .
main street. Repairs con- Was A KI d

8/4/2016 — 10 years ago

The Onaga Fire De-
partment will be offering
turkey fries with baked
beans and chips at the
Pottawatomie County
Fair Ranch Rodeo. Hot
dogs will be available as
well.

On Friday and Sat-
urday of this past week
Jeramia, Kailee, and
McKenzie Dorsey ac-
companied Geri Tisdale
and Ashley Brock to the
Kansas City Zoo.

Diane Langdon of
Wamego was a was a
Saturday visitor of Doro-
thy Cline at her home in
RedBud.

Gary and Marilyn Wyss
of Everson, WA arrived
here Thursday for the
Wyss/Cocoran Reunion.

Jeanette and Bethany
Eisenbarth and some of
Bethany’s friends attend-
ed the Royals baseball
game in K.C. Tuesday.
8/2/2001 - 25 years ago

Mr. and Mrs. Lyle Du-
lac of Lake Havasu City,
Arizona were weekend
visitors of Mrs. Leona
Kling.

Mr. and Mrs. Tim Graf
and family and Mrs. Ge-
neva Wegner attended
the 4-H Style Review Fri-
day evening in Wamego.

Mr. and Mrs. K.C.
Corcoran of Linwood
spent Saturday with Mr.
and Mrs. Bob Wyss and
attended the Ottman
sale.

Mr. and Mrs. Lavern
Henderson of Topeka
were Saturday guests of
Mr. and Mrs. John Freel.
Mrs. Henderson and Mrs.
Freel are sisters.

Harold and Ramona
Tessendorf were Friday
guests of Tec and Edna
Casey.

7/29/1976 - 50 years ago

Tomorrow (Friday) the
Kansas Young Farmers
and Young Farm Wives
Educational Association
will converge on Onaga
for their 13th annual sum-
mer tour. Local members
bid for this tour in 1974
and began work on it that
fall.

Earl L. Grossnickle, a
combination serviceman
at Kansas Power & Light
Co., Onaga, is retiring
August 1 after 35 years of
service.

The Onaga Tennis As-
sociation will sponsor a
tennis tournament August
6-9 at the Onaga tennis
courts on the blacktop of
the Onaga Grade School.

Family gathered Thurs-
day evening at the home
of Mr. and Mrs. Clarence
Ludwick and Jeff in honor
of Mr. and Mrs. Ludwick’s
30th wedding anniversa-
ry.

Dr. and Mrs. David
Moss of New York City
visited Monday in and
around Onaga as guests
of Mr. and Mrs. Charles
Grutzmacher and Woody.
8/2/1956 — 70 years ago

With primary election
less than a week away,
interest in the outcome
seems to be very limited
in Onaga. It would seem
that only the candidates
are excited about the
vote. WFH

Mrs. C.E. Harder, Mr.
and Mrs. Gilbert Poell and
Joy of Hanover, and Mrs.
Ruth Justis and Charley
of Frankfort were Sunday
guests of Mr. and Mrs. Bill
Harder and family.

Workmen from the
State Highway Depart-
ment have been in Ona-
ga for the past couple of
days making repairs to

sisted of an oil-patch run-
ning from the north edge
of the residential section
to the railroad tracks.

Salk Polio Vaccine is
now available through
physicians’ offices in Pot-
tawatomie County, for all
persons six months to
nineteen years. The abili-
ty to pay should not keep
anyone away because
the Kansas Medical Soci-
ety will cooperate to see
that no person is denied
this protection.

Mrs.  Robert Man-
gas and children, and
Mrs. Chris Ladner and
Douglas were in Holton

Wednesday  afternoon
visiting Mrs. Howard
Wentz.
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Area Business &
Professional
Directory

Family Eye
Care
Dr. Ryan Kueker

Optometrist
Dr. Troy Junemann
Optometrist
EYE GLASSES « CONTACT LENSES
+ SENIOR CITIZEN DISCOUNTS ¢
« EMERGENCY TREATMENT -

ONAGA « 889-4387
310 LEONARD

WAMEGO « 456-2236
631 LINCOLN

ANIMAL
HEALTH CLINIC

Deanna Fairbanks, D.V.M.
220 South Leonard Street
Onaga, Kansas
Phones: 785-889-4246
Res.:785-889-7148
Monday 9 a.m.- 6 p.m.
Tues. thru Fri. 9 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.
Sat. By Appointment

L
Kt 342 Main Street
’,‘j Wheaton, KS
5 URVEYING
Terry Force

785-396-4480
tforce@bluevalley.net

WAaNKLYN OlL,
INC

For Gasoline, Diesel &
Propane Service You
Can Count On Us!
New & Used Tanks for
Sale or Lease

Jerrod Wanklyn
1-800-794-2019

With Christ
there’s plenty of
HOPE
to go around!

We’re your neighbors...

St. Luke
Lutheran Church

ONAGAAG &
AUTO REPAIR

Onaga, Kansas 66521
Husqvarna Chain Saws
Husqvarna Riding Mowers
NAPA Auto Parts
- SALES & SERVICE -
110 East Third

785-889-4841

129 Railroad Street; Wheaton, Kansas
(785) 396-4411
stlukewheaton.com

The Computer Doctors

“We Make House Calls”
907 W. 4th—Holton, KS

785-364-9300

DR. MIKE MICHEL

Dentist
3033 SW Villa West Dr.
Topeka, KS 66614
Phone: (785) 783-6316

Topeka, Kansas 66614

Reese & Novelly,
PA.

Certified Public Accountants

Ben Schoenberger, CPA
307 Leonard Street - Onaga, KS

785-889-4660

BERG REPAIR

14200 Godlove Rd, Westmoreland, KS
785-457-3534
Vermeer Hay Equipment

Zetor Tractors - Hydraulic hose
New & Used Sales & Service

Bugs Be Gone LLC

ONAGA, KS 66521
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Licensed and
Insured
Pest
Control Service

(785) 889-4138 or
Toll Free: 1-866-846-8284

SBS
INSURANCE
AGENCY

211 Leonard Street
Onaga
“All Kinds of
Insurance & Bonds”

785-889-4221

Jeff Hutfles, manager

Onaga >

"COUNTRY

Spaces In the
Directory
Available at $4.50
per inch,

Call 785-844-9120
or email

Oherald bluevaley.net

120 Prospect -Onaga, KS

785-889-0181
Complete Grocery & Deli

OPEN: Monday thru Saturday 7:00 am to 7:00 pm
Sunday 10:00 am to 4:00 pm

Insight: When |

By: Chuck Voelker
Montgomery County rancher

There’s no better gram-
matical way to say this:
it's hot!

During my  wife’s
grandfather’s later years,
he used to begin many
stories with “I remem-
ber when | was a kid...”.
Well, I'm gonna borrow
that family favorite line
to say | remember when
| was a kid, it was hot
during the summer. In
fact, the old timers used
to have a word for it —

July.
As a youngster in the
'60s and ’'70s, our lo-

cal town had a travelling
youth baseball team in
the Jefferson County
League. Travelling in the
sense that all nine towns
only had one team, and
we traveled to all the oth-
ers in the county to play.
Oftentimes a few towns
near the county lines
were involved as well,
depending on their level
of available players.

Away games were
the best, because eight
or nine of us would ride
in the back of our pick-
up truck, with my mom
as the designated driver
(she was the only one
with a driver’s license).
The 55-mph hot breeze
as we traversed state
highways and even grav-
el road short cuts did not
matter as we were having
the time of our lives. We
practiced and played in
blue jeans because there
was no money for full uni-
forms. We didn’t know the
difference, and we liked
it! And yes, it was hot.

Growing up on a farm,
my dad put up our small
square baled hay as well
as many of the neigh-
bors. We lived in an area
where very few utilized
bale loaders, and many
of the fields were either
too small or irregular
shaped to pull a wagon
behind the baler, and so
bales were dropped on
the ground.

| learned to drive on a
John Deere A at age 7.
Dad would line it up be-
tween the row of bales,
and all I had to do was not
hit any. He would hop on
at the end of the row and
steer to the next one until
| could navigate the turns
solo. As | grew bigger, he
would often tell a custom-
er, “Chuck ain’t doin’ any-
thing, he can help.”

| began by stacking
on the wagon and in the
barns at about age 10.
The downside to my con-
tinued physical growth
meant that as | matured,
| became the one loading
the wagons and pickups.
And, yes, it was hot.

Most of our hayfields

weren’t too far from the
barn. I'm not sure we
even owned a water jug.
But there was a hydrant
nearby to rinse off the
dust and fine leaves. Dad
always said just run some
water on your wrists and
you'll cool off. Mom al-
ways made sure there
was a tin can with a pro-
tective lining available for
drinking. I think it was pe-
riodically replaced as the
rust prevailed, but it sure
looked like the same old
can year after year.

Picking up hay was
hard but honest work. |
was thrilled with the in-
vention of the eight-bale
accumulator and pickup
attachment for the front-
end loader, which of
course was mounted on
a non-cabbed tractor. Un-
loading and stacking in
the open-ended barn was
much easier, but bales
still needed to be tight-
ened and straightened,
and that ever-present tin
roof was still overhead.
And yes, it was hot.

Big round balers, cab
tractors with working air
conditioning, bale hauling
trailers, bale beds and
self-propelled equipment
have sure improved the
working conditions and
quality of life for many
farmers and ranchers.
But I'm glad to have had
the experiences of man-
ual labor back when we
didn’t know any different
or any better. And we
didn’t have the luxury of a
10-day forecast at our fin-
gertips. All we knew was
— it was hot.
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Card Of
Thanks

by Julie Schmitt

The Kansas JCI Sen-
ate and Foundation
would like to thank every-
one who came out and
participated in the Sec-
ond Annual Night Golf
Tournament on July 17.
We raised over $1500 to
be used for Kansas High
School Senior Scholar-
ships. We will also be
hosting the Fourth Annual
Bruce Schmitt Trap Shoot
on October 11 with the
proceeds also going to-
wards scholarships.

Conservation
Awards Program

by Chalee Braun

The Pottawatomie
County Conservation
District (PCCD) is asking
for nominees.

The Conservation
Awards Program is spon-
sored by the Kansas
Banker’s Association
(KBA). Partnering with
the Kansas Department
of Wildlife and Parks the
awards include six cate-
gories: Energy Conserva-
tion, Water Quality, Water
Conservation, Soil Con-
servation,  Windbreaks
and Wildlife Habitat. The
Conservation District also
has a separate Grass-
land Management award.

The purpose of the
program is to stimulate
a greater interest in the
conservation of the ag-
ricultural and natural
resources of Kansas
by giving recognition to
those farmers and land-
owners who have made
outstanding progress
in practicing conserva-
tion on their farms and
ranches. Last year over
200 awards were made
to Kansas producers and
landowners for their ef-
forts.

The Conservation Dis-
trict, The K-State Re-
search and Extension
Service, the Kansas
Banker’s Association
(KBA), the Natural Re-
sources Conservation
Service (NRCS) and the
Farm Service Agency
(FSA) all in Pottawato-
mie County are holding a
Conservation Award Tour
for 2026 soon. Winners
will be announced at the
PCCD Annual Meeting in
early 2027.

Nominations can be
made by any person in
the county. They should
be sent to the Pottawat-
omie County Conserva-
tion District at 501 State
Street, Westmoreland,
KS 66549 or by calling
785-457-3398 Ext 3 with
a deadline of September
16, 2026.

NOTICE OF BUDGET HEARING TO EXCEED REVENUE NEUTRAL RATE AND BUDGET HEARING

The governing body of
Rock Creek Township
Pottawatomie County

will meet on August 30, 2026 at 7:30 PM at Seven Township fire Station, 305 S 6th St, Westmoreland for the purpose of hearing and
answering objections of taxpayers relating to the proposed use of all funds and the amount of ad valorem tax and Revenue Neutral Rate.
Detailed budget information is available at 14200 Goodlove Road, Westmoreland and will be available at this hearing.

BUDGET SUMMARY

Proposed Budget 2027 Expenditures and Amount of 2026 Ad Valorem Tax establish the maximum limits
of the 2027 budget. Estimated Tax Rate is subject to change depending on the final assessed valuation.

State of Kansag
Townshig

Prior Year A

tual 2025

Current Year Estimate 2026

Proposed Budget 2027

Expenditures
Fund

Actual Tax
Rate*

Actual Tax

Rate* Expenditures

Budget Authority
for Expenditures

Amount of
2026 Ad
Valorem Tax

Proposed
Estimated Tax
Rate*

Fire Protection 17,862

4.394 11,568 2.782

12,613 11,034 3.000

Total 17.862

4.394 11,568 2.782

12,613 11,034 3.000

Fire Protection Revenue Neutral Rate

2.774

Total Tax Levied:

Fire Protection [ 17,697 |

[ 10,203 |

[xxxxxxxxxxxxxxx |

Assessed Valuation:

Fire Protection [ 3,761,109 |

[ 3,667,716 | [

3,678,483 |

Fand Expenditures

Actual Rate*| Expenditures | Actual Rate*

Budget
Expenditure

2026 Ad
Valorem Tax

Proposed Est.
Tax Rate*

General 613

0.066 1,600 0.066

2,804 490 0.061

Cemetery 4,680

0.131 5,000 0.129

8,945 1,000 0.125

Totals 5,293

0.197 6,600 0.195

11,749 1.490 0.186

Rock Creek Township Revenue Neutral Rate

0.186

Less: Transfers 0]

0]

0]

Net Expenditure 5293 |

6,600 | [

11,749 |

Total Tax Levied:

1,500 |

[roxxxxxxxxxxxxxx |

Assessed Valuation:

|
[
Township I
[

Township 7.359.994 |

[
[
[ 1,500 |
[

7,607,093 | [

7,997.352 |

*Tax rates are expressed in mills.

Charles Berg
Treasurer

**Revenue Neutral Rate as defined by KSA 79-2988




