
 

Wichita’s aviation heritage 
provided a fitting backdrop 
Monday as Joby Aviation 
brought its autonomous J208 
aircraft to the Kansas Aviation 
Museum as part of a month-
long cross-country tour. 

The aircraft, a converted 
Cessna 208 Caravan, is 
equipped with Joby’s au-
tonomous flight system and 
recently completed a 3,199-
mile transcontinental flight. 
During Monday’s Wichita 

demonstration, visitors had an 
opportunity to see the aircraft 
and learn more about technol-
ogy designed to allow it to 
taxi, take off, fly and land au-
tonomously under remote su-
pervision. 

The Wichita stop was partic-
ularly significant because of 
the city’s deep connection to 
the Cessna aircraft family. The 
Caravan airframe used for 
Joby’s J208 was originally man-
ufactured by Textron Aviation, 
which continues to have a 
major presence in Wichita. 
Textron Aviation is home to 
the Cessna and Beechcraft 
brands and employs thousands 
of aviation workers in the city. 

For a city known as the Air 
Capital of the World, the visit 
offered a look at how Wi-
chita’s long aviation tradition 
could intersect with emerging 
autonomous technology. 
Rather than developing an en-
tirely new aircraft, Joby inte-
grated its autonomous system 
into an existing, certified 
Cessna Caravan airframe. 

The J208 also is designed to 
be adaptable to different mis-
sions. Its interior can be con-
figured for medical deliveries, 
passenger transportation or 
cargo, allowing the aircraft to 
be used for a variety of logisti-
cal needs. 

Joby says the aircraft has ac-
cumulated more than 400 
flights and 800 hours of auto-
mated flight time. The system 
operates under supervised au-
tonomy, with a remote pilot 
serving as pilot in command 
and handling flight supervision, 
flight-plan updates and air traf-
fic control communications. A 
person also remains onboard 
for select operations as a 
safety measure. 

The technology is being de-
veloped for potential applica-
tions including commercial 
freight, emergency response, 
medical transportation and 
defense logistics. Joby says the 
Wichita stop was part of its 
2026 Electric Skies tour, which 
is demonstrating the com-
pany’s autonomous aircraft 
and other aviation technolo-
gies at locations across the 
country. 

For Wichita, the appearance 

brought a piece of aviation 
technology developed for the 
future back to a city whose 
identity has long been tied to 
aircraft manufacturing. From 
Cessna’s roots in Wichita to 
Textron Aviation’s continuing 
presence, aviation remains a 
defining part of the city’s his-
tory — and Monday’s demon-
stration offered a glimpse at 
what the next chapter could 
look like. 
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IN THE THIRTIETH JUDI-
CIAL DISTRICT

    DISTRICT COURT, 
SUMNER COUNTY, KANSAS

    PROBATE DEPARTMENT

In the Matter of the Estate of 

JUDY L. SMITH,             
Case No. SU-2025-PR-000069

Deceased.                     

Title to Real Property Involved

Pursuant to K.S.A. Chapter 59

NOTICE OF HEARING
The State of Kansas and All 
Persons Concerned:
    You are hereby notified that 
a petition has been filed in this 
Court by Kimberly Fulghum, 
Administrator of the Estate 
of Judy L. Smith, deceased, 
praying that the Court direct 
final settlement of the estate; 
approve all acts and proceedings 
of petitioner as administrator as 
well as petitioner's first and final 
accounting; that the Court au-
thorize and approve allowance 
to petitioner for legal fees and 
expenses; and distribute the re-
maining estate assets pursuant to 
intestate succession to the heirs 
of Judy L. Smith, deceased.  
Upon final payment of fees, 
expenses and costs, Petitioner 
be discharged as Administrator 
of the estate of Judy L. Smith, 
deceased, and released from 
further liability.
    You are hereby required to 
file your written defenses there-
to on or before the 13th day of 
October, 2026, at 8:30 o’clock 
A.M., of said day, in said Court, 
in the City of Wellington, in 
Sumner County, Kansas, at 
which time and place said cause 
will be heard.  Should you fail 
therein, judgment and decree 
will be entered in due course 
upon said petition.
                       KIMBERLY                                    
FULGHUM

                                 Petitioner
DEPEW GILLEN RATHBUN 
& McINTEER, LC 

8301 East 21st Street North, 
Suite 450

Wichita, KS 67206-2936 

Telephone:    316-262-4000

Facsimile:    316-265-3819 

Legal Notice
(Published in the Belle Plaine 

News / Oxford Register on
Thursday September 17, 2026, 

Thursday September 24, 2026 and 
Thursday October 01, 2026)

Visit /www.kandrive.gov to get 
statewide traffic and  commercial 
vehicle information in one place!  

 
    Create a My KanDrive 

 account to save your favorite 
routes and places, save your  

favorite cameras, and get alerts.
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Area Senior Centers 

Argonia 
620-435-6806 
 
Belle Plaine 
620-488-2945 
 
Caldwell 
620-845-6926 
 
Conway Springs 
620-456-2933 
 
Mayfield 
620-434-5300 
 
Mulvane 
316-777-4813 
 
Oxford 
620-500-1185 
 
South Haven 
620-892-5238 
 
Wellington 
620-326-3942 
 
Hot lunches for citizens over 60 at a 
discounted cost.  Meals are avail-
able for the general public and 
guests of seniors. Please call a day 
ahead for meal reservation.

Autonomous aircraft brings new chapter of aviation to Wichita


